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“The best guitar 
player alive” 

- Eric Clapton 


Don’t be a sap - join the festivities. 
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7pm, 

Monday, 
April 16 
Fuller Hall, 
St. Johnsbury 
Academy 

Reserved seats: 
$68, $52, $46, $39. 
Students: $30 
at Catamount Arts, St. J. 
Call: 802 748-2600 
Online: CatamountArts.org 


Presented by » Kingdom County Productions . 
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Thinking about buying a home? 


NEFCU- 

A great place 

to start! 


• Call us before you go house hunting 

• We ll help organize your "Game Plan" 
to get the best terms for your mortgage 

• Our experienced mortgage officers will 
get you pre-approved at no cost and 
with no obligation! 

Call 866-80-LOANS or apply 

online anytime at nefcu.com 

New England 
Federal Credit Union 


vtafa Jpj. Federally Insured By NCUA 


Local, affordable, and on your side'. 
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Single? 

You don’t need fancy algorithms 
to find a date. Our 1000+ local 
members are smart and savvy 
Seven Days readers. You already 
have something in common! 



Getting started is easy... 


#1 

#2 


Create a FREE profile on the web 
at sevendaysvt.com/personals. 

Don't be shy! People who post photos 
and lots of info about themselves 
get the most messages. 

Select the best suitors and reply 
to their messages for FREE. 

Get to know the person over email 
and when you’re ready, make a date. 
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Want •" 
to make 
the first 
move? 


After you make 
your own profile, 
you can start a 
conversation with 
any Seven Days 
single for as little 
as $l/day! 
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WEEK IN REVIEW 



Obama-Rama 


P resident Barack Obama visited Vermont fora few hours last Friday. Thousands of giddy fans breathlessly 
reported sightings of him and his entourage all afternoon via social media. 

Sadly, Obama’s trip did not include a visit to a dairy farm, or a sugar bush, or Pete the Moose's grave, as 
Ken Picard recommended in the Imaginary presidential Itinerary we put on our cover last week. Instead, Obama 
schmoozed with big donors at a $7S00-a-plate (S10.000 per couple) fundraising reception then spoke before 4S00 
people at a fundraising rally atthe University of Vermont. Before we knew it he was headed off to Maine for another 
fundraiser. 

Seven Days political editor Andy Bromage attended the UVM event and posted video dips of Obama's speech on 
Blurt, the Seven Days staff blog. He writes more about the presidential visit in this week’s Fair Game on page 12. 
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HIS PRESENCE 

He came, lie saw. 
he cashed out, 

visit -the first by a 
sittingprcsident in 
17 years -earned 
him a cool S750.000. 
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WDRKIN WORKIN . 
WORKIN' 

unemployment 
rate has dropped 
below 5 percent for 
the first time since 
200& Could "labor 
pains" become a 
thing of the past? 

4* 

IN COLO BLOOD? 

A senseless killing 
-with a twisted 
"motive" -leads 
to the alleged 

couple right out of 

NEW DOSS 


already schmoozed 
with the US. 

comes the hard 
part: doingthe job. 


37.7 

That's how many indies of snow 
fell at the Burlington International 
Airport this winter, according to the 
National Weather Service. The total 
is more titan 39 inches below normal, 
and more titan seven and a half feet 
less than 1 ast year's total. 



TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 

"Vermont Brew Bracket." The Alchemists 
Heady Topper bested 31 other locally made 
beverages in the inaugural Vermont Brew 



2 Movie Review: "The Hunger GamesT by 

Margot Harrison. This dystopian coming-of- 
age flick Is more than gist a teeny-bopper 
blockbuster, says Margot 

3. "The Classics Speak to Modern Global 

Lilly. What does classical literature have to 
do with the Arab Spring? A UVM professor 
makes the connection. 

4. "ObamaTour 2012" By Ken Picard. Our 
alternative itinerary for Obama’s visit to 

what he actually did while he was here. 

5. Side Dishes: "Baking and Roasting* by 
Alice Levitt, Stacks Sandwiches, the new 
Burlington lunch spotfrom the owners of 
August First opens its doors this week. 
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CRAZY AD? 

As I was casually checking my horoscope, 
as I do every week (right after 1 check the 
I Spys), the bright-red 1/3-pago ad on the 
opposite page caught my eye [March 21, 
page 72], Being a stickler for grammar and 
spelling, the first thing I noticed was that 
"traffidng" and “great fill" were spelled 
wrong Second, part of the ad contains a 
sentence that grammatically makes no 
sense ('The Vault S&M Club, the women 
complain about this club through the 
movie Single White Female”). Upon closer 
examination, however, I noticed that in 
fact the entire advertisement makes zero 

Can someone please explain to me what 
is going on in that ad besides assertions 
that “Fire Island of Cherry Grove is a sight 
of DAY-SEX SLAVERY?" What does that 
have to do with the picture of a woman 
petting a cow (deer? dog?)? Googling the 
person whose name graces the ad, Johan 
Joseph Lally, yields no cohesive result 
but for some reason lots of hits for "John 
Frusdante” (of Red Hot Chili Peppers 
fame) shows up. My only logical conclu- 
sion from this is “WTF?" Am I supposed 
to decipher tills, Da Vinci Codi?-style, and 
solve the mystery? Help! 

CaylaTepper 

SHELDON 

Editor’s note: The ad was placed by a 
man who is “runningfor President" of 
the United States. He is against the sex- 
trade and heroin use. The image is actu- 
ally Alicia Silverstone petting a cow. The 
image is significant to him, though we 


aren't sure why. Does an advertisement 
have to be logical? Discuss. We accepted 
Lolly's message on “free speech" grounds, 
but cannot defend the spelling errors. 

The ad did not go through the usual 
Seven Days proofreading process. 


DONT BLAME SORRELL 

“Dollars and Sense: Has Attorney General 
Bill Sorrell Earned His Keep?” [March 
21] quotes Vermont Law School professor 

General Bill Sorrell should have done a 
better job advising the Vermont legislature 
that its campaign- finance law was doomed 
to fail in die courts. This comment misses 
two key points. 

First, the AG’s office fully advised the 
legislature of the risks of adopting the 
campaign-finance law, warning that it ran 
contrary to Supreme Court precedent in 
Buckley v. Valeo. Nonetheless. concerned 
about the influence of money in politics, 
the legislature made the bill a top prior- 
ity. It knew that the law would be chal- 
lenged in court but chose to take that risk. 
Rep. Lynn Bohi stated on the floor of the 
Vermont House: “As the bill went through 
all six committees in the House and Senate, 
each committee had to decide whether to 
challenge Buckley or not. Each of the six 
said yes, because spending and contribu- 
tion limits are both worthwhile changes 
to make to the system. If this is to be true 
reform, it needs to challenge Buckley." 

Second, the attorney general's office 
regularly provides sound advice to the 
legislature on the difficult legal issues it 
feces. However, it should be noted that the 
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CORRECTION 

We got two things wrong about 
13-year-old musician Lee Cyphers 
in “French Horn Players Congregate 
- and Geek Out — in Plattsburgh" 
[March 21]. She lives in New York, 
not Vermont, and is one of several 
horn players in the Vermont Youth 
Orchestra, not the “principal.” 


campaign-fi nance law was passed in June 
1997. after more than 65 legislative hear- 
ings starting in January 1997. Bill Sorrell 
was not appointed attorney general until 
May 1997. when the legislative process 
was nearly complete. Given this history, 
professor Parenteau’s criticism of AG 
Sorrell’s work advising the legislature is 
unfounded. 

Eve Jacobs-Carnahan 

MONTPELIER 
Jacobs-Carnahan is an 


BIOLOGY 101 

Your article about the campaign to re- 
quire labeling of GMO foods addresses an 
issue that is dear to my heart [“Unnatural 
Selection,” March 14], and I’m glad to see 
it getting some positive press. But I was 
dismayed to read the slice of an interview 
that got the facts totally wrong. Both the 
farmer interviewed and the author appar- 
ently have no clue about the difference 
between GMO crops and the breeding of 
animals — in this case, turkeys — that is ac- 
complished through "normal" processes. 
“Monsanto and company” have no role in 
creating or promoting these breeds, which 
are not “genetically modified animals” as 

tant an issue to give an easy score to the 
marketers of GMO technology, who are 
quick to point out that labeling will only 
arouse consumer fears based on scientific 
ignorance. This article blatantly displays 
such ignorance and should be corrected 


Editor’s note: Gershuny is correct 
that Monsanto has not been actively 
involved in the selective breeding of 
turkeys. We should have clarified the 
farmer's statement quoted in the article. 
Monsanto is often identified - rightly or 
wrongly - as the figurehead of genetic 
engineering in agriculture, and in fact 
has sought to patent selectively bred 
pigs. However, the term “genetically 
modified" is applied broadly to selectively 
bred turkeys, whose genetic makeup is 
vastly difierent than it was decades ago. 


THERE'S WORSE THAN WIND 

I am a lifelong Vermonter and very much 
appreciate the state's landscape and un- 
derstand some of tlte concerns that the op- 
ponents of the Lowell wind project have. 
It bothers me, too, seeing trees cut, animal 
habitats ruined and hillsides dotted with 
houses. Kathryn Flagg's article “Blow 
Hard” [March 14] was veiy informative 
and gave a clear view into both sides of this 
battle. However, I’m less troubled by land 
being used for renewable-energy projects. 

The world has to move away from burn- 
ing fossil fuels to produce electricity. And 
do it fast. The emissions are contributing 
too much toward climate change, and that 
poses a significant risk to the amenities in 
life that we all have grown accustomed to. 
Is the wicked weather around the country 
in the last month a mild preview of things 
to come? Will there be a time when we 
wish that we had acted much sooner? 1 
sure hope not. but I'm worried, because 
there arc some troubling scenarios with 
climate change. So while citizens and our 
elected Republicans and Democrats bicker 
about this and the oil industry pointing to 
a cleaner future, [more time passes]. That's 
too bad, because there is a lot at stake. 

Kevin Bessett 
RICHMOND 


PARENTS' RIGHTS 

Making condescending comments regard- 
ing Jesus and Christianity in regard 
cines is reckless and shows extren 
[Fair Game: “Want to Avoid That Measlt 
' Find Jesus," March 21]. Fi 
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nption based on real facts: Hindus refuse 
vaccines due to cow's blood being an in- 
gredient; Jews claim that the contents are 
not kosher; and many Christians do not 
believe in using fetal cells from aborted 
fetuses. You may not agree with these 
religions, but we do live in a country that 
protects individual religious rights. 

What I find appalling about this whole 
attempt to remove philosophical rights 
from parents is the lack of respect toward 
the parent We give birth to our children 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 


• respond to Seven Days content ; 

• include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 


• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 
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Burlington, VT 05402-1164 
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dumplings. The cash bar 
features Dreaming Tree V 
and Wol avert Fine Organ 
Ales. And, yes, you can bri 
your drinks into tile theat 


Tuesday. May 3, 7:30p.m 
Nectar’s Burlington. 

No cover. 

rounds of foodie triviahoste 
by Seven Days and Tbp Hat 
Entertainment. 


5:30-8 p.m. $10/14. 

Childcare for kids ages 2 -1 2 at the 
Greater* Burlington YMCA. Pre- 
registration required: 862-9622, 


Monday, April 30. 5:30- 
7p.m. New Moon Cafe, 
Burlington. $5donation. 
Acclaimed food writer 
Barry Estabrook, author of 
Tomatoland, and cookbook 

Calta explore the hidden stori 
behind the food we 


Sunday, April 29. 

Cocktail hour QK 
4:30 p.m., movie 
at 5:30 p.m.; screenings all 
week. Palace 9 Cinemas, 
So. Burlington. 

A Taiwanese chef prepares 
opulent dinners for his three 
daughters in Ang Lee’s 1994 

food comedy. Enjoy samples 
from Vermont Butter & Cheer 


Friday, May 4, 6-8 p.n 
Bed Square, Burl ingto 


If you've never sipped a 
Michelndn — or even a Bla< 
Velvet- then join Otter 
Creek head brewer Mike 
Gerhart and Red Square 
mixologists as they blend 


Thursday, April 26, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Higher Ground Ballroo 
So. Burlington. Tickets: $8 adv./$10, h ighergroundmusic.i 


Fine Organic 
Ales available for 
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D essert comes first 
at this Restaurant 
Week-eve kick-off 
battle where 10 pastry 
chefs from eve ry 
corner of the state 
compete and foodies 
feast. Scores from celebrity judges — 

Ben & Jerrys cofounder Jerry Greenfield, pastry chef/ 
author Gesine Bullock-Prado and WCAX reporter 
Gina Bullard — and votes from you, decide the winner 
ofVermont Restaurant Week’s Signature Sweet. 


Vermont Donate $10 to Vermont Food bank from your phone: 

Foodbank text FOODNOW to 52000 


For the latest dish, find us on Facebook and follow our blog: 

vermontrestaurantweek.com 
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LOOKING FORWARD 



APRIL 4-11, 2012 V0L.17 N0.31 

In considering this week's theme, we thought of how many expressions revolve 
around the words money, dollar, cents, etc. Like, a lot. Accordingly, this issue offers 
a variety of twists on the subject, from Kevin J. Kelley's Q&A about poverty with 
social justice advocate Frances fox piven, to Margot Harrison's humorous take on 
ubiquitous kickstarter campaigns. We look at what the National Priorities Project 
tells us about our tax dollars; talk with half a dozen crafty vermonters who sell 
their wares on Etsy; check in with some enterprising -biz kids - ; assess the state's 
controversial eb-s program for foreign investors; and hit the bars — er, bar menus — 
for cheap eats in pricey places. Your cost? As always, absolutely nothing. Enjoy. 
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and, as their parents, we do have some 
very important elemental rights — one of 
which is whether or not certain medical 
care has more risk than we are willing 
to take for our children. I am not willing 
to sacrifice my child for the herd notioa 
In fact, if one looks up where the whole 
herd notion came from, you will see it was 
about natural immunity, and 69 percent 
was considered enough. 

Parents involved in this issue are ex- 
tremely well educated and at times more 
informed than local medical professionals 
in regard to the facts surrounding vac- 
cination. Parents should have the right 
to delay, or avoid, any drug that could 
damage their child. 

Jennifer Brandon 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 


IMMUNIZE. FOR 
EVERYONE'S SAKE 

It is a scary time, as I realize that our 
society may be suffering from its own suc- 
cesses [Fair Game: "Want to Avoid That 
Measles Vaccine? Find Jesus," March 21]. 
After decades of the use of immuniza- 
tions, it is obvious that the benefits are 
incredible. And considering the millions 
of vaccines administered during this time 
period, no long-term harms have clearly 
been identified. And so it is disappoint- 
ing to hear that many families are putting 
themselves and their neighbors at risk by 

We have all benefited from vaccines, 
whether we have received them or not 
When nearly all individuals in a group 
are immunized, the whole population is 
likely to be safe. Relatively few individu- 

preventable diseases during my young life 
as a result But we are living precariously 
on the edge, because too many individuals 
are not immunized against die common 
preventable diseases. Our healdi and that 
of our families depends not only on the 
choices we make but also on the choices 
made by those around us. 

When my child goes to kindergarten, 
I want to be assured that he is going to a 
safe place. He will be immunized. But if 
there are too many others around him 
who have not been vaccinated, diere is 
still a risk of serious disease that I would 
rather not think about Please understand 
the possible consequences to you and your 
neighbors if you decide not to have your 
children vaccinated 

Jesse Coenen 

BURLINGTON 


DOCTOR NO 

Fair Game [“Right-to-Die Legislation 
Gets New Life," March 14] was right for a 
couple of days regarding the end-of-life- 
choice bill However, Sens. Dick Sears and 
John Campbell have now decided that the 
wishes of thousands of Vermonters don't 
count and they plan to shelve the bill for 


this session. I can't take credit for the fol- 
lowing, bu t tile words sum u p my thoughts 
on this issue nicely: 

“Many medical practices are not 
soundly based They are sustained by an 
inertia supported by fashion, custom and 
the word of authority. The security pro- 
vided by a long-held belief system, even 
when poorly founded is a strong impedi- 
ment to progress. General acceptance of a 
practice becomes the proof of its validity, 
though it lacks all other merit. Once a 
new paradigm takes hold, its acceptance 
is extraordinarily rapid and one finds few 
who claim to have adhered to a discarded 
method. This was succinctly captured by 
Schopenhauer, who maintained that all 
truth passes thought three stages: first 
it is ridiculed; second, it is violendy op- 
posed; and finally, it is accepted as being 
self evident.” From The Lost Art of Healing 
by Bernard Lown. 

Denise Connally 


COMMENTS ON KISS 

I read with interest the Bob Kiss exit 
interview [“Kiss Goodbye: No Apologies 
From Burlington's Departing Mayor,” 
March 21] and came up with the following 
comments. Bob Kiss is free to run for any 
elective office he chooses at this point and 
I support his right to run for any office. 
With that said, I would add a few com- 
ments that people could question him on 

Kiss continues to support BT and not 
admit that if he had simply brought this 
directly to the people, the people probably 
would have supported financial relief, such 
as happened this year with a rather large 
school tax increase. But no, it was hidden, 
and now we've got the S50 million mess. 

was defusing the Occupy City Hall Park 
mess. I would say he defused the situa- 
tion he created when he waived the City 
Hall Park overnight ordinance, thus 
being at least partially responsible for the 
bloodshed. 

Ordinances really never seemed to 
matter. Kiss was seen soliciting for the 
2008 Moran Plant proposal directly in 
front of a local business with a sign that 
read. "No soliciting allowed in this area." 
That was a heads-up, I guess, that he 
would use his mayoral power in enforcing 
ordinances, and would do what he warned. 

I support Bob Kiss’ right to run but 
will not be voting for him in anything Ik 
runs for. 

Dale Til lotson 

BURLINGTON 
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Fueled by the turbulent history of his people. Africa's nomadic 
Tuaregs, and the dusty, unforgiving landscape of the Sahara. 
Omara "Bombino" Mortal's "music contains some of the most 
sublime guitar licks you’ll hear." writes NPR Music. Increasingly 

melodies, hand percussion, and aggressive acoustic and 
electric guitar riffs at Goddard College this weekend. 

SEE CALENDAR SPOTLIGHT ON PAGE 43 


WEDNESDAY 4 & THURSDAY 5 

Under the Spell 

He’s noted as a Brazilian jazz artist, but the 
designation hardlydoes justice to Hermeto 
Pascoal's Wildly inventive style. Also known 
as 0 flruxo (The Sorcerer"), the legendary 
composer and his sextet make music on 
teapots and hubcaps - as well as more 
traditional instrumentation — In Burlington 


humor - critics and comics alike are dub- 
bing ii awkward comedy." Smart subtle, 
sedate and. yes. a little nerdy. this New York 
City standup is every bit as laugh-out -loud 
as his in-your-face contemporaries. Nothin' 
geeky about that. 

SEE CALENDAR SPOTLIGHT ON PAGE 43 
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The Obam-Applause-O-Meter 


G ood thing President barack Obama's fundraising rally 
wasn't held outside last Friday. His screaming fans 
probably would have violated every noise ordinance 
in Chittenden County. 

The president whipped die 4400-person audience 
at the University of Vermont's Patrick Gym into a f 
renzy reminiscent of Beademania. His half-hour speech touched 
almost all of liberal Vermont’s sweet spots: ending the war in 
Iraq, repealing Don’t Ask, Don't Tell, and mandating equal pay 
for men and women, among odter highlights of his presidency. 
Obama's reward? An estimated $750,000 for his reelection 
campaign. The president was in Vermont fewer than four hours 


and banked diree-quarters of a mil to take on mitt romney, rick 
santorum or whoeverends up being the GOP nominee. 

Now that’s change he can believe in. 

Notably absent from Ids speech was any men- 
tion of same-sex marriage, conspicuous in a state 
that twice led America in granting legal rights 
to same-sex couples. 

Generally, the audience's reaction ranged from ecstatic to 
slighdy less ecstatic. Still, some applause lines went over better 
than others. In this totally unscientific Applause-O-Meter, Fair 
Game attempts to plot the crowd response to Obama's one- 
liners in graphic form. 



"It is good 
to be in 
Vermont." 


No Spin Zone? 

Gov. peter shumlin took a haixl line 
against public relations positions in state 
government in January, when he deep- 
sixed the hiringof flacks, er, communica- 
tions coordinators, at two state agencies. 

The gov has zero tolerance for using 
taxpayer dollars to hire “spin doc- 
tors,” Secretary of Administration jeb 
spaulding said, so Shumlin put a freeze 
on hiring a communications coordina- 
tor at the Agency of Natural Resources 
and a director of communications at the 
Department of Tourism and Marketing 
— even though the cabinet secretaries of 
those agencies said they needed diem. 
Shumlin also successfully pressured 
the supposedly independent Green 
Mountain Care Board not to spend 
$50,000 on a public relations consul- 
tant to market the governor's universal 
health care program. 


As a state senator, Shumlin criti- 
cized former Republican governor 
jim oouglas for spending more than 
$400,000 in taxpayer money on ap- 
pointed communications directors 
for his administration. Shumlin risked 
looking hypocritical if he did the same. 
So he hired two people to handle press 
for him but appointed few others to 
PR posts. 

After die January hiring flap, Human 
Resources Commissioner KATE duffy 
launched a review of all jobs in state 
government that could qualify as com- 
munications positions. 

The report is forthcoming but Fair 
Game got an advance look at the list. And 
guess what? State government is littered 
with communicators. Very few of them 
are appointed positions, but all work in 
service of the administration - and the 
public, of course. 


A spreadsheet supplied by Duffy to 
Seven Days lists 49 state positions with 
a combined payroll of $2.2 million that 
have communications as part of the job 
description. In some cases, that’s the 
primary function. 

The departments of Public Safety and 
Public Service eaeh have five such posi- 
tions. The Agency of Transportation, 
Department of Education and Vermont 
Lottery Commission each have 
three. The departments of Labor and 
Corrections have two apiece. 

Only threeof the 49 positions arecur- 
rently appointed by die governor. The 
rest are classified jobs subject to union 
contracts. 

Katherine betzer, who was Shumlin’s 
campaign field director, now works as 
die appointed information and educa- 
tion specialist at the Agency of Human 
Services, at a salary of $38,521. As the 





GOT A TIP FOR ANDY? ANDY@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


Burlington Free Press reported Tuesday, 
jen butson, formerly of Ski Vermont, 
has been appointed communications 
director at the Agency of Commerce 
and Community Development, earning 
$51,001. Butson joins another political 
appointee at that agency, chief market- 
ing officer KATHLEEN MURPHY-MORIARTY. 
who earns $76,003. 

Team Shumlin also just green-lighted 
die hiring of two classified — as in, not 
appointed — communicators in the Fish 
and Wildlife Department a director of 
public affairs and a fish-and-wildlife 
information specialist. 

Duffy defends the marketing jobs 
as appropriate because diey promote 
Vermont and economic de- 
velopment She says she’s 
more concerned about 
several classified jobs at 
the Department of Health, 
which has a communications director 
(salary: $69,804), two communications/ 
media coordinators ($48,755 apiece) 
and a PH Lab information specialist 
($50,107). 

"That jumps out at me, and I’ll look 
at that,” Duffy says of die health jobs. 
“With bird flu there was a whole com- 
munications aspect to that” 

Duffy has convened a panel to help 
craft a policy around communicator 
jobs that includes charue smith of the 
Snelling Center for Government, lisa 
ventriss from the Vermont Business 
Roundtable and maria archangelo. pub- 
lisher of the Stowe Reporter and presi- 
dent of the Vermont Press Association. 

Duffy maintains diat her review 
shows there are very few appointed 
“spin doctors” left in state government. 
She plans to review the union jobs with 
an eve toward determining whether a 
reduction in workforce or reclassifica- 
tion of job duties is appropriate. 

Her takeaway from the review so far? 
“It’s interesting how much we need to 
communicate. That is a significant func- 
tion of what state government does.” 

Right to No 

The \fermont Supreme Court struck a 
bkiw to die public’s right to know last 

On Friday, the Supremes ruled 
against the Rutland Herald in a case 
closely followed by media organizations 
and First Amendment watchdogs. The 
daily newspaper had sought records 
related to a criminal investigation of 
child-pornography possession by em- 
ployees of the Criminal Justice Training 
Council, which runs the Vermont Police 
Academy in Pittsford. 

In January 201 tX state police seized 
computer equipment from the home 


of training coordinator david mcmullen. 
The next day. he committed suicide. 
State police investigated die death and 
the underlying child pom allegations, 
but Attorney General bill sorrell said 
there wasn't enough evidence to bring 

With the case closed and its sole 
suspect dead, the Herald sought - and 
eventually sued for — records related 
to the high-profile case. But Superior 
Court Judge Geoffrey crawforo ruled 
the documents were exempt from dis- 
closure under Vermont’s open-records 
law as “records dealing with the detec- 
tion and investigation of crime.” The 
Herald appealed the case, arguing that 
investigative records should 
become public once a case is 
closed. 

The Supreme Court 
disagreed, concluding that 
the legislature's intent in writing die 
exemption was “to permanently and 
categorically exempt all criminal inves- 
tigatory records from public disclosure." 
If anyone is going to change that, the jus- 
tices wrote, it should be the legislature. 

Rutland Herald state editor rob 
mitchell says the ruling is overly 
broad and “sets a very bad precedent." 
Vermont’s open-records law is riddled 
with exemptions that let public agencies 
withhold records from citizens, he says, 
and trying them in court one by one is 
“the only way to find out what you can 
and can't know about what our public 
servants are doing.” 

The ruling left the door open a 
craek, however. In a dissenting opinion. 
Associate Justice JOHN dooley said the 
newspaper could refile to seek “inquest" 
records from the investigation - docu- 
ments produced during closed-door 
court proceedings — and Mitchell says 
the daily intends to do so. 

“What is really upsetting about 
this is that if we were a regular person 
asking for the same oversight, it would 
take tens of thousands of dollars in 
litigation fees to even find out if we 
actually have access to them,” Mitchell 
says. “I’d call that a severe limitation 
on the public’s right to know, and 
something our legislature needs to get 
moving on." © 
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local matters 


On His First Night as Burlington’s Mayor, 
Miro Weinberger’s “Fresh Start” 
Encounters Resistance 


i 



M iro Weinberger’s ■■■■■ 
honeymoon as I 
Burlington’s 
new mayor 
lasted all of about 30 
minutes. An evening of ceremony, 
celebration and hope — including 
Weinberger's expressed wish for “a new 
era of collaboration and cooperation 
between the council and the mayor's 
office" quickly gave way to a measure 
of contention. 

TWo city councilors ignored 
colleagues’ pleas for unanimity and 
voted to reject Weinberger's nomination 
of Paul Sisson as die temporary second- 
in-command at city hall. Newly elected 
Progressive Max Tracy (Ward 2) joined 
four-term Ward 7 Republican Paul 
Decelles in opposition on the grounds 
diat the council did not have sufficient 
time to review Sisson’s qualifications for 
die post of chief administrative officer. 

Urging that action lie deferred until 
die council's April 16 meeting, Decelles 
argued diat appointment of a top official 
on Organization Day, typically devoted 
to pomp and procedural matters, would 
be “a break from practice." Weinberger 
responded that he wanted Sisson, a 
financial consultant, to be put in place 
immediately because “we have a short 
time to make important decisions about 
the budget." 

Sisson was subsequendy approved 
on a 12-2 vote to serve as interim 
CAO until June 30. He said in 
an interview afterward that the 
“interim” designation represented “a 
compromise." Weinberger had decided, 
Sisson revealed, diat standard review 
procedures would have to be followed 
if the appointment were to be for a full 
tenure as CAO. Sisson, 56, added that 
he’s “considering" applying for the job 
on a permanent basis as Weinberger 
conducts a promised national search 
for an overseer of the city’s troubled 
finances. 

The Decelles-Tracy team-up against 
Sisson’s nomination pointed to the 
possibility of a renewed Republican- 
Progressive alliance of convenience. 
Anodier hint of that happening; Decelles 
nominated independent councilor 


Sharon Bushor, who often votes widi 
die Progs, for a seat on the city’s three- 
member Board of Finance. Bushor 
received unanimous support, as did 
Decelles and Hill Section independent 
Karen Paul. 

The council's two Republicans and 
diree Progressives have reason to join 
forces as two minority factions on a 
council dominated by seven Democrats, 
who will generally vote in support of 
a Democratic mayor. The Dems did 
discreedy flex their political muscles at 
die new council’s inaugural session on 
Monday. Behind die scenes, diey had 


engineered unanimous backing for one 
of their own, Ward 5 councilor Joan 
Shannon, as council president. Karen 
Paul had earlier indicated interest in 
challenging Shannon. But, as a sign that 
the fix was in, no one nominated Paul for 

Shannon's shift to thecouncll's center 
chair caused a couple of her colleagues 
to stumble over the honorific, “Madam 
President," diat might be used in 
referring to her. Rachel Siegel, a feminist 
and Progressive representing a part of 
the Old North End, suggested a way to 
avoid confusion: “Take gender out of 


the equation. It’s fine to say ‘President 
Shannon,'” Siegel said, eliciting cheers 
from many in the audience. 

Afterbeingswominasmayorbyblack- 
robed federal judge William Sessions 
III, Weinberger gave a 10-minute 
speech in which he offered a narrative 
of Burlington moving away from “anger 
and anxiety” and toward "optimism 
and common purpose.” Weinberger 
was unsparing in his criticism of his 
predecessor’s performance, referring 
to “the paralyzing loss of trust between 
the mayor's office, diis council and the 
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Neither Weinberger nor anyone eke 
speaking on Monday eveningmentioned 
the name of Bob Kiss, who, typically, 
was sitting in near obscurity at the rear 
of the auditorium. Weinberger’s snub 
was subtly underscored by his gracious 
recognition of former council president 
Kurt Wright. As spectators on the floor 
and in the balcony stood and applauded, 
Weinberger presented a proclamation 
of appreciation to Wright, who ran 
unsuccessfully as the Republican 
candidate for mayor. 

Weinberger did make positive, if 
indirect, references to the Progressives' 
nearly tfiree-decade occupancy of the 
mayor's office. “The new chapter” that 
is now beginning, Weinberger said. 


certificate of public good required.” He 
was referring to the set of conditions 
the state had imposed on BT, including, 
Sisson noted, the obligation to complete 
the buildout of the network by June 
2008. “Cost overruns were not the way 
to solve the problem” faced by BT in 
making good on that provision, he said. 

It was the BT meltdown that “spurred 
me to get involved" in Weinberger's 
Campaign and in city government, 
noted Sisson, a 1978 University of 
Vermont graduate. Sisson returned to 
Vermont in 2002. 

Weinberger's first evening in city hall 
as mayor ended with a brief encounter 
with some 20 members of Occupy 
Burlington. They were waiting to 



“will rely on old principles that have 
guided the city so well for decades.” He 
promised a “return to die combination 
of prudence and ambition” that, 
Weinberger said, has long characterized 
Burlington's political leadership - Kiss, 
presumably, excepted. 

The new mayor also touched 
on issues in his speech that liberal 
Democrats would be likely to mention 
but that, in Burlington, have been 
more the preserve of Progressives. 
Housing costs are loo high, Weinberger 
declared, noting that Burlingtonians' 
incomes have remained flat since the 
onset of the Great Recession diree years 
ago. “Too many of Burlington's children 
are living in deep poverty," he added. 

Sisson, meanwhile, did not 
hesitate to distinguish himself from a 
controversial predecessor long affiliated 
with Progressive mayors. Asked what 
he might have done differendy from 
former CAO Jonathan Leopold in 
regard to Burlington Telecom, Sisson 
said, “I would have followed what the 


present him with a "welcome basket” 
filled with Passover and Easter items, 
as well as a copy of the Occupied Wall 
Street Journal 

The local activists also gave 
Weinberger a set of recommended 
actions, including establishment of 
a year-round shelter for individuals 
widi substance-abuse problems 
and a moratorium on evictions and 
foreclosures. 

Bill Oetjen, who handed the basket 
to Weinberger, noted that a measure 
on die Tbwn Meeting Day ballot in 
support of Occupy’s demands for 
economic justice had received a greater 
degree of support from voters than had 
Weinberger himself: 78 percent and 57 
percent, respectively. 

“Just sayin,"' Oetjen told die mayor. 

Weinberger replied by expressing 
his respect for Occupy’s process and 
message. “Give me a little bit of time 
to get our feet underneath us,” he 
added. “And let’s get the conversation 
started.” © 
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LocM-matters 

Where Have All the Dollars Gone? 
A Tally of Your Taxes 


Y KATHRYN FLAGG 



H ey, Mr. Taxman: What do you say we see your 
receipts for once? 

That’s the idea behind a project from the 
Massachusetts-based National Priorities 
Project which scours the federal budget and estimates 
local contributions, and then tries to pinpoint exactly 
how federal tax dollars are being spent. As tax day 
approaches — April 17, in case you haven't filed yours yet 
— it’s a subject near and dear to many taxpayers' hearts. 

NPP executive director Jo Comerford says that 
while Vermont is ’legendary" for its town meetings and 
local civic engagement, it can be hard to understand 
just how and where the federal dollars are being spent 
Vermonters paid $3.12 billion in individual taxes in 2011, 
according to data from the Internal Revenue Service. 

So NPP uses a set of algorithms, as well as some 
simple long division, to estimate. For example, Vermont 
will contribute roughly $330.6 million in the current 


What Vermonters 
are paying in 
Federal taxes 


fiscal year to pay interest on the U.S. debt We'll chip 
in $131.4 million for unemployment insurance, and $1.4 
million for the federal air marshals program. 

There's another way to look at it: Pretend you're a 
single Vermonter earning about $30,000 a year. You 
likely chipped in an estimated $702 in 2011 for military 
spending, 28 cents for high-speed rail, nearly $70 
for food stamps and 82 cents to fund the U.S. Postal 

NPP is a nonpartisan organization with progressive 


roots, but Comerford says the group gets accused all 
the time of partisan thinking. 

■Just to even actually talk about the role of federal 
spending ... can brand one as a sort of crazy liberal," she says. 

The truth is, the majority of the government's bills 
arepaidbyyouand me.’Comerfordadds.’l think ifpeople 
could really understand that, and then understand that 
you and I reap the benefits or consequences of federal 
spending decisions, the hope would be that people 
would feel themselves emboldened to speak up." ® 


What we could fund 
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news 


7 Questions 

for Mayor Miro 

Seven Days contributor Kevin J. 

Kelley caught up with Mayor Miro 
Weinberger last week at Maglinnero 
Cafe on Maple Street - the same 
day he took his tarmac stroll with 
President Barack Obama. The talk 
ranged from Burlington's budget 
problems to Weinberger’s feelings 
on a Church Street smoking ban. The 
interview is excerpted below. Read the 
whole exchange on Blurt 

SEVEN DAYS: You’re bound to hav 
something of a political honey- 
moon when you take office. Is 
there a 90-day orlOO-day window 
for you to take major actions that 
will be harder to take later on? 
MIRO WEINBERGER; Yes, June 30 
is asignificantdate. We need to pass a 
balanced budget by then. 

The 90- day window also relates 
to what I've said about making a 
decision on the Moran Plant by then. 
It’s gone on long enough. We need to 
decide what to do there. The finan- 
cial consequences to the city will be 
significant no matter which way I go 
on Moran. 

And I can say that other than 
the budget, I've spent more time on 
Moran dian any issue. 

SD; Which jobs are you going to fill 
immediately? 

MW; Mayoral assistant, CEDO direc- 
tor, city attorney and chief adminis- 

SD: What criteria will you consider 
in deciding whether to retain a 
department head who worked for 
Bob Kiss? 

MW: It won’tbebasedon their having 
worked for Bob Kiss. I’ll consider 
their qualifications and abilities, their 
energetic commitment to working in 
city government I'll also look at their 
willingness to beheld to performance 
standards that we’ll be developing 
SD: Are you in favor of raising the 
mayor's $99,676 salary and those 
of some other city officials, as had 
recently been proposed to the 
Board of Finance? 

MW: I think the mayor’s salary 
level is generous already. We’re still 
in a period in which die people of 



Burlington are living in difficult eco- 
nomic conditions. The incomes of 
Burlingtonians have been absolutely 
flat since 2008. 1 don't think it’s ap- 
propriate to raise the mayor's salary 
in those circumstances. 

SD: How about the proposed 
downtown smoking ban that Kiss 
vetoed? What's your position on 
that? 

MW: I'm not in favor of the ban as it 
was proposed. It’s interesting that it 
was one of the issues I heard the most 
about on the campaign trail There 
wasopposition to dieban throughout 
the city, somethingon die order of 10 


SD: Are you going to enroll your 
daughter in the Burlington public 
school system? She's in kindergar- 
ten now at the Bellwether School 
in Williston, where your wife 
works. Will you keep herthere for 
first grade? 

MW: We’ve applied to have her start 
first grade in the magnet schools 
here: the Integrated Arts Academy 
at Wheeler or die Sustainability 
Academy at Barnes. 

SD: Not Edmunds? That's your 
neighborhood school. 

MW: Edmunds is a great school but 
we regard the arts curriculum as very 
appropriate for our daughter. ® 




To read the full 
stories, go to 

sevendaysvt.com. 
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local matters 


At UVM, a Social- Justice Advocate Talks Poverty, 
Occupy and Right-Wing Politics 


§ 


B ack when the federal govern- 
ment was actually trying to 
reduce poverty in the United 
States, Frances Fox Piven was 
well known among progressives as a 
social theorist and advocate for eco- 
nomic justice. Along widi her husband, 
Richard Cloward (who died in 2001), 
Piven wrote two books diat powerfully 
influenced public discourse on poverty: 
Regulating the Poor: The Functions of 
Public Welfare (1971, updated 1993) and 
Poor People’s Movements: Why They 
Succeed and How They Fail (1977). 

Both books developed what had 
come to be known as the Cloward-Piven 
strategy. In an article published in the 
Nation magazine in 1966, the pair had 
argued for a grassroots drive to increase 
enrollment in welfare programs - to 
die point where the system would break 
down and force die adopdon of radical 
reforms, including a guaranteed mini- 
mum income for all Americans. 

Cridcs called it a wrongheaded 
approach that promoted an ethic of 
dependency and diat helped push New 
York City’s liberal local government into 
bankruptcy. 

Piven, now 79 and still a political sci- 
ence and sociology professor at the City 
University of New York, has also focused 
her writings and activism on efforts to 
increase voter registration and turnout, 
especially among poor people. Her long 
record of left-wing advocacy led hard- 
right hack Glenn Beck to launch a series 
of attacks on Piven last year. Beck cari- 
catured her as a violent revolutionary 
and mastermind of a leftist conspiracy 
to elect Obama, institute national health 
care and trigger die Great Recession. 

Seven Days spoke with Piven by 
phone in advance of her Will Miller 
Social Justice Lecture at the University 
of Vermont on Thursday, April 12. 

SEVEN DAYS: A lot has changed in 
American society since the 1970s 
when you wrote your books about 
poverty. Has any of that caused you 
to change your analysis? 

FRANCES FOX PIVEN: No, I haven 
reshaped my analysis. What is different, 
though, is that our work in the ’70s was 
premised on the view that American 
elites were rooted in national institu- 
tions. We assumed that their wealdi 



depended on their rule over those insti- 
tutions. We believed they would try to 
reproduce those institutions and would 
therefore have long-term perspectives. 
I'm less certain about that now. 

SD: Why do you think that's 
happened? 

FFP: Many of the top decision makers 
in this country are CEOs, and they move 
around a lot. They may not even be 
living in this country. Their focus is on 
die bottom line radier than on the stabil- 
ity of the corporations they run. 

SD: Does this shortsightedness 
explain the right-wing radicalization 
of the Republican Party? I have a 
friend who says Republicans hate 
their grandchildren. Climate-change 
denial is an example of that, right? 
FFP: Yes, climate change is a good 
example. But in addition to maybe 
hating their grandchildren. Republican 
radicalization is die result of die party 
harnessing a populist base - from die 


John Birch Society in the ’50s and '60s 
to the militias in the '90s to the Tea Party 
today. Now diey’re stuck widi all that in 
the Republican campaign for the presi- 
dential nomination. It’s been a disaster 
for them. 

The big-money interests that feed 
the party are aghast because the party’s 
members in Congress are voting against 
what big business needs. 

SD: Do you think the Republicans 
have moved so far right that they've 
become unelectable at the White 
House level, even if they nominate 
Mitt Romney? 

FFP: Yes, I do think so. But in a certain 
way that’s not so great, because Obama 
will roll into a second term and not feel 
a need to act differendy than in his first 

SD: There are those who suggest 
Obama will feel less politically 
constrained in a second term and 
will let out his inner progressive. 


| FFP: Maybe. The way he runs in a 
= campaign, he does sound like a liberal. 
; Maybe he really is a liberaL We'll see. 

: SD: You're coming to UVM to talk 
1 about the future of the Occupy 
movement. What do you say to the 
proposition that if the movement 
doesn't have visible leaders it can 
never be effective? 

FFP: The Occupy people have a big 
emotional investment in what diey call 
direct democracy. I’ve been through that 
widi a lot of movements over the years, 
and 1 just don't have the patience for it 
I don’t think they’ll be able to maintain 
that kind of internal process as they 
move out to engage students, the resi- 
dents of foreclosed homes and the work- 
ing poor. 

I saw something dimly reflective of 
Occupy’s approach in the community 
organizing of the '60 and '70s. It was 
fake a lot of the time — this claim that 
the participants are the leaders. On the 
sidelines you could see die people who 
really were the leaders. 


SD: Are you going to tell Occupy 
Burlington that? 

FFP: I don’t preach. I will say that 
Occupy protests fall into the tradition 
of American protest, beginning with the 
Revolutionary War. 

The poor farmers, artisans and labor- 
ers who rose up and made diat revolu- 
tion had demands different from those 
of the Founding Fathers, who wanted to 
change die rules so as to benefit banking 

On the other hand, the people who 
actually fought the war had been seized 
by a vision of radical democracy. They 
wanted all decisions to be made by a uni- 
cameral legislature, without an upper 
house that would depend on property. 
They wanted their representatives to be 
close to home and to be able to deselect 
them every year. 

That was the radical program of die 
1770s and 1780s. 

I think it's a lovely vision. I under- 
stand why it’s so infectkius. But I can't 
imagine a society without a government. 
And I can’t imagine a government con- 
trolled by consensus-based decision 
making. 


SD: Why were you singled out for 


attack by Glenn Beck? Until then you 
were a fairly obscure left-wing social 
scientist. 

FFP: I can’t prove it. but I think it was 
because a handful of leftist intellectuals 
from the '70s who paid attention to what 
Richard and I were writing went on to 
become conservatives. They crossed 
over to the right. 

They made that switch on die view 
diat die black-power movement had 
been devastating to die Democratic 
Party, which they had wanted to see 
develop as a European-style Social- 
Democratic Party. Black power an- 
tagonized the South and a lot of white, 
working-class voters who were the 
main base of the Democratic Party. 

In short, die people who became con- 
servatives were iniuriated with die black 
freedom movement, and diey saw us as 
outside agitators spurring on that move- 
ment. Rudy Giuliani gave a speech naming 
Richard and me as having been respon- 
sible for die New York City fiscal crisis. 

All of diis got taken to Glenn Beck. 


SD: OK, but don't you agree there's 
been a major improvement in race 
relations in this country? And that 
there's now a large black middle 
class that didn't exist 40 years ago? 
FFP: Yes, on both counts. We can see it 
in the case of Trayvon Martin. I don't 
think the degree of white American out- 
rage at what happened would have been 
nearly as great 40 years ago. 

SD: So are you generally hopeful 
about the country's future? Do 
you think Occupy will make a big 
difference? 

FFP: Our only hope is that there will 
be enough resistance, enough defiance, 
enough trouble from the bottom of so- 
ciety to change the course of American 
politics. It might not happen. And the 
elites might not pay attention. As I said, 
they don’t have much of a stake in die 
institutions anymore. 

Fifty years ago, the solution almost 
everyone agreed on was the need 
for more jobs. It’s not that way now. 
Today, the solution is incarceration. 


OUR ONLY HOPE IS THAT THERE WILL BE ENOUGH RESISTANCE. 
ENOUGH DEFIANCE, ENOUGH TROUBLE 

FROM THE BOTTOM OF SOCIETY TO CHANGE 
THECOURSEOFAMERICAN POLITICS. 

FRANCES FOX PIVEN 


SD: But Beck’s star is falling, right? 
He’s not still after you, is he? 

FFP: Oh, yes, he is through his blog, the 
Blaze. I still get deadi direats from some 
of the people who read diat stuff. 

SD: That must be pretty frightening. 
But at the same time, maybe you 
agree there's no such thing as bad 
publicity — that Beck has actually 
helped you get your message back 

FFP: It helps to have a little megaphone 
that I use to fight back with. 

SD: Back to the history of poverty in 
the United States. Isnt it true that 
the poverty rate is much lower now 
than in the 1960s? That real gains 
have been made? 

FFP: No, it’s not true Meager gains were 
made in die '60s and '70s, but then the 
poverty rate began to creep back up. In 
the '90s diere was literally a reversal of 
diose gains as we saw die government 
eliminate the main cash-assistance pro- 
gram, Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children. In the past decade, the pov- 
erty rate has increased further, certainly 
with die onset ofthe Great Recession. 


Even though it’s more expensive to put 
someone in jail than to give that person 
a job, there's a huge investment of inter- 
ests in incarceration. A lot of powerful 
forces want there to be more and more 
prisons. 

I do have a lot of hope for Occupy, 
though. I'll be excited to see it in all its 
varieties as it moves into the universi- 
ties and into the neighborhoods. It's our 
main hope, really. 

SD: A Vermont question: Are you 
familiar with our state? Surely you're 
familiar with Bemie Sanders. 

FFP: I've never stayed in Vermont long 
enough to become familiar with it. 
Bemie — it's great to have him. He’s 
the only one in Congress who’s clear 
on a lot of points and who maintains 
his footing. ® 


Social Justice Lecture titled 'Protest 
Movements and Social Change: Lessons From 
History." on Thursday. April 12. at the University 
of Vermont* Sugar Maple Room. Davis Center. 
In Burlington 7 pm willmiller.org 



vermontfederal.org 888-252-0202 


. Auto # 

* Loan * 

Catch a Sweet Rate 
as low as 

1 . 99 %! 


Expect More with our Low Rates, Online Applications, 
Pre-Approvals and Flexible Payment Plans. 


Verv&nt Federal 

CREDIT UNION 


Let’s 
Roll. 




i 


In Shelburne, a Classic Craft School Is Reborn 

BY PAMELA POLSTON 


CRAFT 


T heSHELBURNE ART CENTER is rock- 
ing its roots. In a few weeks, 
says director sage tucker- 
ketcham. die Shelburne village 
complex on Harbor Rond will resume 
its original name, die shelburne craft 
school, and reinvigorate its craft-edu- 
cation mission. “It’s a pseudo-version 
of the old model, but works better with 
today’s world," she notes, explaining 
that the instructors will not be required 
to teach lull time but can pursue dieir 
own craft careers while passing dieir 
skills along to others. The school will 
continue to offer classes for all ages — 
from dabblers to preprofessionals. 

An essential component of the cen- 
ter’s education is woodworking, just as 
it was when the school began, in 1938, 
after one Rev. J. Lynwood Smith invited 
local boys to learn the fundamentals 
of the craft in the basement of nearby 
Trinity Episcopal Church. Seven years 
later, the Shelburne Craft School was 
incorporated as a nonprofit, a facility 
where professional craftspeople could 
bodi create their own work and teach 
students. Besides woodworking, classes 
in pottery, jewelry making and other 
visual arts were added. 

More than six decades later, die 
woodshop is humming with activ- 
ity, under the direction of manager 
zach ogoen, and has a brand-new 
Woodworker-in-Residence Program. 
Three emerging woodworking profes- 
sionals- MATTHASTINGS, CHRIS RAMOS and 
rachel brydolf-horwitz are expand- 
ing their own businesses in the facility 
while also offering classes and twice- 
monthly weekend specialty workshops. 
The four make up a sort of pilot pro- 
gram, Tucker-Ketcham says, in which 



there is an “open dialogue" while “we 
work out the kinks.” 

The residence progam hones not 
only woodworking skills but die busi- 
ness and marketing savvy necessary 
for individuals to launch dieir own 
enterprises. Previous experience at a 
certified institution, such as Warren’s 

YESTERMORROW DESIGN /BUILD SCHOOL, or 
in a formal apprenticeship is helpful 
for scoring a residency, though not re- 
quired. The $300 monthly fee for the 
residency can be offset through teach- 
ing opportunities. Woodworkers-in- 
residence are expected to stay for a 
minimum of nine months and a maxi- 
mum of 18 months. 

Tucker-Ketcham and the board 
of the soon-to-be Shelburne Craft 
School have been doing more dian 
planning a comeback; they’ve also 
been developing strategic partner- 
ships to further the mission. One 
is with die Vermont woodworking 
school in Fairfax, which is in turn 
affiliated with Burlington college. VWS 
hosts the college’s craftsmanship and 
design degree programs, and recendy 
received an official designation as a 
Vermont state craft center. While BC’s 
craftsmanship majors take their wood- 
working classes at VWS, they can get 
college credit forclasses in stained glass 
and metalsmithing at the Shelburne 

Woodworking graduates of BC, or 
any other school, Tucker-Ketcham 
notes, may not be quite ready to 
launch their own businesses; any who 
choose to extend their training with 
the Shelburne residency pregram will 
find it an "incubator” and "interim step 
toward their professional life," she says. 


In addition, Tucker-Ketcham re- 
ports being in talks with shelburne 
museum and shelburne farms about 
ways to promote each other's events 
and joindy market the three institu- 
tions. “We’re the triangle of historic 
Shelburne," she suggests. One collabo- 
ration is already under wav: The craft 
school is procuring its wood from the 
grounds of Shelburne Farms. 

Tucker-Ketcham, who has been at 
the helm of the center since November 
2010 , is clearly excited about her facil- 
ity’s return to a classic mission — one 
that particularly resonates locally. 
“Hands-on education has a place in our 


society again,” she says. “In Vermont it’s 
parallel with the [locavore] food move- 
ment." Just as Vermonters want to grow 
dieir own food or know where it was 
grown, Tucker-Ketcham explains, “I’d 
radier support a local jeweler than buy 
something mass produced. Handmade 
is so big right now.” she adds. “It’s good 
timing for us." © 

H The Shelburne Craft School will soon 
be announcing details of a retuming- 

theshelburnecraftschool.org. Info, 

985-3648. shelburneartcenter.org 


CLEAR THINKING 

RICH ARENTZEN and T0VE OHLANDER 

jumped through multiple, prolonged 
hoops to get their Pine Street glass- 
blowing studio, ao glass, up and 
running last November. Yet, instead of 
diving into profit-driven production, 
the couple's first major project of 2012 
is a philanthropic campaign. 

Called 12.12.12, it's a collaboration 
with 12 nonprofits to create small 
glass items for sale representing the 
organizations' causes. In the vein of the 
white polar bear ornament the studio 
created for Polar Bears International 



in time for the holidays, Ohlanderand 
Arentzen are now offering 11 more 
items, including an orange-and-green 
glass carrot for the Intervale Center, a 
small drinking glass depicting a bike 
for Local Motion and a sleeping brown 
bat for Bat Conservation International. 
Each organization will receive 12 
percent of profits from sales. The glass 
items run $22 to $36 each. 

‘I feel like this (12.12.12 campaign] 
comes from living and breathing the 
Vermont spirit for five years," explains 
Oh lander, a Swede who moved here 
in 2006. Turning down the studio's 


loud furnace, she adds, "There's a way 
of including each other in Vermont 
and trying to work together to solve 
problems." In that spirit AO Glass 
and jdk design recently exchanged an 
AO logo overhaul for glass-blowing 
lessons. JDK also designed 12.12.12s 
Celtic-knot-like emblem. 

Oh lander says the project h as 
been rewarding. "I strongly feel 
that it's individuals! and businesses' 
responsibility to take a good look (at 
environmental, humanitarian and 
other issues of our time],’ she says 
gravely, "because, if no one takes 
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St. Mike’s Tackles Tech With Interactive Theater 



BY KATHRYN FLAGG 

S t. Michael’s College sophomore 
kit rivers admits that when it 
comes to modern entertain- 
ment, it might be hard for the 
old-school theater to compete with the 
instant gratification of YouTube or the 
production values of a 3D multiplex. 

“Theater can no longer claim to live 
in a world without screens," says Rivers, 
assistant director of the upcoming pro- 
duction of APPetite. 

Embracing and understanding that 
brave new world is at the heart of the 
original play, which goes curtains up — 
and screens on — on Wednesday, April 
11. The play tackles our obsession with 
technology — everything from online 
dating to the threat of alienation in the 
technological age. 

“[The show] brings to our awareness 
something that has become so casual,” 
says Rivers. Social media, Facebook — 
these are second nature for Rivers and 
her classmates, she notes. A cellphone 
is almost an extension of one’s arm, she 
adds. “This show brings to light, and 
brings to our attention, how engulfed we 
can become.” 

Under the tutelage of director and 
theater professor cathy hurst, an ensem- 
ble cast of 17 actors built APPetite from 
the ground up. It’s what's known in the- 
ater circles as a devised work, meaning 
the company brainstormed, improvised 
and eventually scripted the play in a col- 
laborative effort 

The show is also interactive: 
Audience members will be seated on 
stage, and, instead of being warned to 
turn off cellphones at die beginning of 
die performance, they’ll be encouraged 
to turn them on. Periodically, die audi- 
ence will be invited to text in questions 


or comments for the characters dial will 
be wrapped into each performance. 

Part comedy, part drama, APPetite 
doesn’t offer as many answers about lilting 
with technology as it does questions. 

“There's just diis fact that we’re all 
tied to our technology and the endless 
information stimulation that we get 
from it," says Hurst. 

The play follows on die heels of the 
college’s “Disconnect to Reconnect” 
event last week, during which St. Mike’s 
invited students, faculty and staff to 
participate in a 72-hour technology fast 
That meant no computers, no video 
games and no cellphones. 

Rivers didn’t participate, she admits 
ruefrdly. 

“I’m aware diat I’m probably ad- 
dicted,” she says with a laugh. While she 
would like to unplug, Rivers admits she 
doesn’t intend to do so anytime soon: 
Networking online is crucial to her 
work both as a student and as a standup 
comedian. 


“There's a part of me diat under- 
stands it's the world we live in,” Rivers 
says. “We're at a point in society and die 
technological revolution where we can’t 
keep putting up a wall and pushing it 

But that doesn’t mean trading old- 
fashioned dieater for flashy Hollywood 
blockbusters — not yet, at least Rivers 
thinks an interactive play such as 
APPetite can provide a kind of entertain- 
ment that no movie can match: audience 
participation. 

“No matter how many big 
Transformers diere are, you're not going 
to experience that,” she says. ® 


□ APPetite . written by the ensemble 
cast staring Amanda Mulligan and Li: 
Levenson. directed by Cathy Hurst 
Wednesday through Saturday. April 11-14 

College in Colchester. Free: reservations 
required. appetite5mc®gmail.com 


responsibility, there are no role models. 
We want to be role models.' 

That said, Ohlanderand Arentzen 
are also artists with a knack for 
conjuring attractive, tactile items from 
molten glass. An oversized brown 
coffee bean for Food 4 Farmers, a 
South Burlington-based organization 
that addresses hunger among Latin 
American coffee -farming families, 
invites palm massages; a small, black- 
and-gold-striped bee, representing the 
Vermont Beekeepers Association, is as 
minimalist and adorable as AO's polar 


*1 try to make really brutal art 
but it usually comes out cute," jokes 
Arentzen, who has fired up a 'glory 
hole' and is pincering tufts from a ball 
of soft, yellow glass. 

All 12 objectsare available at AO’s 
studio and website, and some or all will 
be sold at venues such as shelburne 

MUSEUM, SHELBURNE FARMS, FROG HOLLOW, 
THE GREEN LIFE and the PEACE I, JUSTICE 
store. AO has also applied for inclusion 
in the Smithsonian Museums"Made 
in America' store, an initiative of Sen. 
Bernie Sanders. The organizations 
themselves aren't being asked to carry 


or market the items because. Ohlander 
explains, "We don’t want to put any 
workload to them.' 

Local Motion, though, will likely 
carry the bike cup in its retail space, 
according to executive director 
chapin spencer. "It's a really inventive 
fundraising idea,' he says. 'It gets out 
our message, and it also gets a local 
product into people's hands.' ® 

BY AMY LILLY 

AO GLASS 12.12.12 

aoglass.com 
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Spark Arts Introduces Improv Comedy to Burlington 

BY DAN BOLLES 


S tandup comedy is fully blos- 
soming in Vermont, as more 
and more local comedians hit 
area stages to tickle our funny 
bones. While the rise in quantity and 
quality has been a pleasant development, 
standup’s unpredictable, wild-eyed 
cousin — improv — has yet to make any 
real inroads in the state, despite its popu- 
larity nationwide. Burlington perform- 
ing arts studio spark arts may be about to 
change diat, with a new series of improv 
classes and workshops. 

On a recent Wednesday evening a 
Seven Days reporter drops by the Flynn 
Avenue studio owned by local comedi- 
ans NATHAN HARTSWICX and NATALIE MILLER 

to observe a drop-in improv session. 
The weekly gatherings are free and 
open to any interested parties, whether 
as performers or just flies on the wall. 
Spark Arts also offers a six-week paid 
improv class and has a touring improv 

On this night, 12 wannabe improv 
artists crowd the small, bright studio 
space. Most are young and male, but the 
ages range to mid-forties. 

After a series of warm-up exercises. 
Spark Arts’ improv instructor sarah 
venuti vates leads the group dirough a 
variety of improv games designed to 
give some loose structure to the scenes 
diat will follow. Unlike standup, improv 
comedy is not scripted. As its name im- 
plies, it is concocted completely on the 
i spot- 

8 Actors are given parameters within 
g; which to create a scene. From there, the 
< action can go in any direction imagin- 
g able, with results ranging from hilarity 
jjj to absolute train wreck. Not even the 
actors never really know where a scene 
will take them, which gives the art form 



lone wolves rarely succeed at improv. “It 
really is a team effort" 
i One of the fundamental principles 
| of improv is known as “Yes, and ..." In 
| short, that means actors should accept 
» the scenario around diem, however bi- 
1 zarre, and then find a way to add to it 

“You never want to close off a scene,” 
Yates explains. “The more you can keep a 
scene open and the more you can add to 
it the more fun, and funnier, the games 

Tonight the games include a cheeky 
exercise in pickup artistry; a scene in 
which actors take turns ad-libbing on 
well-known fairy tales; and “Scenes from 
a Bowl," in which they are required to pull 
random, prewritten sentences - such as 
“That's amazeballs!” — from a bowl and 
incorporate them into die scene. Actors 
range in ability from hesitant first-timers 
to experienced improv performers. Yates 
says that's typical of the drop-in sessions. 

Lisa Steele, a Burlington resident and 
a self-described homebody, has just at- 
tended her first session. 

“I was looking for some way to get out 
of the house and do something fon,” she 
says. “And this was fun.” 

Steele says she was surprised by the 
variety of talent at die sessions, and when 
she observed that even less-experienced 
actors have their moments. 

“Even the people who were fumbling 
were still funny," she says. “It didn't 
matter what level of ability you had." 

Yates agrees. “My favorite thing about 
improv is that you can’t go wrong" she says. 
“No matter what you say or do, it’s right Itk 
not scripted. You can't mess up.” ® 


a sense of danger and intrigue. 

“With standup, you sort of know 
what to expect," says Yates, 
who has been performing 
improv since high school 
and studied at improv the- 
aters such as Second City 
in Chicago and Upright 
Citizens Brigade in Los 
Angeles. “Maybe you can see a punch 
line coming or understand how a joke 
is being set up. But with improv, it’s all 
coming out of nowhere. There is always 
an element of surprise.” 

Though performers are essentially 


acting - and, most importandy, react- 
ing — on the fly, improv comedy does 
have certain guiding prin- 
ciples. While you can’t 
teach someone to be funny, 
Yates says there are ways to 
open an actor’s receptors to 
what’s funny around them. 
“The most important 
thing is to listen,” she says. “Oftentimes 
you can tell when someone has a line 
they’re waiting to use. And, more often 
than not, diose lines fall flat because the 
actor isn’t paying attention to what’s 
happening around them." She adds that 
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H ACKI E A VERMONT CABBIES REAR VIEW BY JERNIGAN PONTIAC 


The Mating Game 


B y die normal standards of a 
Friday night, die downtown 
scene was subdued on March 
16. It seemed to me diat folks 
were holding back in anticipation of 
the following night's blowout. March 17 
was shaping up as die perfect storm this 
year — St Patrick's Day was falling on a 
Saturday, and the meteorologists were 
calling for springlike, if not summery, 
weather. As it turned out my expecta- 
tions were fulfilled and then some: The 
next day I would work for 13 straight 
hours with nary a break in the action. 
God, I love the Irish! But St Patrick's Day 
eve, as I said, was on the mellow side. 

That night a petite, dark-haired 
woman hailed my taxi from the 
Sweetwaters' comer. "Can you take me 
to the Winooski Falls apartments?" she 
inquired through my open passenger 
window. 

Residents living in the still-expand- 
ing housing complex just east of the 
Winooski circle refer to dieir neigh- 
borhood by a variety of names, but 
“Winooski Falls" — Winooski Falls Way 
being die main thoroughfare dirough the 
development — seems to have emerged 
as the consensus. 

“That's pretty much what I do for a 
living," I replied, remembering that I 
really need to purchase that rim-shot 
app. My customer setded into the back- 
seat and off we drove. 

“1 only had two drinks," the woman 
said, “but I just didn’t want to drive 
home. I'm such a lightweight” 

This happens a lot, customers feeling 
they somehow need to justify taking a 
cab. Personally, I believe cab talcing is a 


wonderful thing, and folks should take 
more of them — no explanation required. 

“Hey, you're being responsible,” I said, 
affirming her decision making “Plus, you 
know this town — the cops are all over 
the DUI thing. Anyway, didja have an 
enjoyable evening out tonight?" 

In the rearview mirror, I watched my 
customer chuckle and shake her head. 
She was a pretty woman, with fine fea- 
tures and a seemingly easy smile. "Oh, 
my,” she replied. “I’m 42 years old, a di- 
vorcee and dating through Match.com. 
The whole thing is hilarious, if it wasn't 


“Wait a second,” I said. “1 thought 
plenty of people date online these days 
— nothing lame about that. But I gather 
you’re not finding suitable guys?” 

“Ah, where to begin? I seem to at- 
tract 20 -year-olds and 60 -year-olds who 
are all too eager to hook up, imagine 
that. Guys my own age all seem to want 
mommies. It’s gotten so bad, I’ve taken 
to writing stories about my dates and 
emailing them to my friends and family. 
I really should write a book!" 

“That’s crazy,” I said. “Girl, you are a 
hottie. I don’t know what’s wrong with 
men these days. I mean, they should be 
lining up.” 

“Thanks for that. Well, one thing is, I 
don’t cook” 


“Don’t cook?” I asked, incredulously. 
“Seriously - that comes upon first dates? 
Guys actually ask, 'Tell me, do you cook? 1 
Man, things have sure changed, or maybe 
I should say they’ve reverted back to an 
earlier time. That seems like a dating 
conversation circa 1937. Don't tell me - 
you’re also lousy at mending clothes?” 

The woman laughed and said, “I think 
it all has to do with nurturing. That’s 
what die cooking represents. Men want 

We motored through the University 
o f Vermont district. It was a warm night, 
and couples were out strolling hand in 


hand. Gosh, I thought, love is easier for 
the young. Then I flashed on my own 
salad days and realized that's an illusion. 
Hookups might be easier to come by in 
the springtime of life, but actual love? 
That's a challenge at any age. 

As we passed the hospital, I asked, 
“Being that I’m not on your email list, 
could you share with me some of your 
stories of dating disaster?” 

“Sure, why not?” she replied. “Well, 
of course, there's the twentysometliings 
looking for a quick lay. Oh, then this 
92-year-old guy got in touch with me 
before he realized how old I was, and 
wrote back to apologize — he was ‘look- 
ing for an older gal.’ Then this one guy 
starts out the date — over dinner, no less 


— by pulling out and sniffing Afrin nasal 
spray. And how about die man look- 
ing for someone to help him get out of 
debt? Oh, yeah - there's a keeper. Shall 
I continue?" 

Laughing, I said, “No, that’s quite suf- 
ficient — you’ve painted a vivid picture. I 
had no idea how hard it was for a single 
woman these days. On behalf of men ev- 
erywhere, please accept my apologies." 

We reached the Winooski Falls devel- 
opment, and my customer guided me to 
her apartment entrance. To me, it seems 
like a great location, if you want to live 
in a city and appreciate the proximity to 
die river. Winooski has the feel of an up- 
and-coming town — teeming with im- 
migrants, good restaurants and creative 
people. And I’ve always taken comfort 
in the sound and sight of the Winooski 
River - especially in the spring when, 
swollen with snowmelt, it billows and 
thunders. 

As my customer counted out the fare 
in the backseat, I said, “I really wish you 
the best of luck finding the right man. 
You just have to have some patience. I 
guess, because — like I said - you seem 
like a real catch." 

The woman raised her head, a wistful 
look on her face. “Honesdy,” she said, “at 
this point, I would just setde for some 
good, safe sex.” © 
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Seeing Green 

Vermont's EB-5 program trades cash for visas — 
fair deal or shady business? 


BY PAUL HEINTZ 


I t's not the sort of weather a ski 
resort owner dreams about. Outside, 
a handful of skiers on the slopes is 
making do with anodier unseason- 
ably warm day, forecasts of rain and just 
17 open trails. But inside the resort’s 
massive new Pump House Indoor Water 
Park, Jay Peak owner Bill Stenger is en- 
joying a balmy 84 degrees. 

“What this facility does is it gives us 
an insurance policy against the weather," 
says Stenger, standing on a platform 
overlooking his 50i000-square-foot, S27 
million aquatic jungle gym - or. as he 
calls it, his “weatherproof amenity.” 

Part of a $250 million makeover of 
the famously low-key mountain, the 
water park is the piece de resistance 
of Stenger’s effort to bring a little bit 
of Disney's Magic Kingdom to die 
Northeast Kingdom. The o nee-sleepy 
border resort also boasts two new 
hotels, a conference center, a Nordic 
skiing facility and an ice hockey arena. 
More construction is on the way. 

Fueling Jay Peak’s growth is a unique 
federal financing program known as 
EB-5. which confers permanent-resi- 
dent status on the families of wealdiy 
foreigners who invest a half- million dol- 
lars in “qualifying" projects. Read: devel- 
opment designed to bring jobs to rural or 
otherwise economically depressed areas 
of the U.S. Vermont has been a leading 
beneficiary of the program that federal 
officials say has brought more than $2.2 
billion in foreign investment and created 
43,000 jobs since 1990. 

But critics contend that EB-5 is nodi- 
ing more than a scheme for the wealdiy 
elite to buy their way to the front of die 
immigration line. They say a lack of fed- 
eral oversight has led to abuses within 
die program and exaggerated claims of 
job creation. And while Vermont proj- 
ects have snagged more than $200 mil- 
lion in EB-5 investment, questions have 
emerged about the viability of some of 
die businesses benefiting from the pro- 
gram — including Jay. 

For his part, Stenger says Jay Peak’s 
expansion simply would not have been 
possible without die immigration 



program and die 340 foreign investors 
from 56 countries who have ponied up a 
half-million dollars each for the project. 
In the end, he hopes to attract a total of 
550 investors. 

“Without capital, you can have great 
ideas,” Stenger says, “but without capi- 
tal, you can't implement them.” 

The End of a Partnership 

Jay Peak has been a perfect poster child 
for EB-5 investment, and Stenger is one 
of the program’s strongest advocates. 
He has testified about EB-5 before 
congressional committees three 
and argues it should be extended or 
made permanent before it expires in 
September. 

So it came as a shock when one of 
Jay Peak's closest associates. Rapid USA 
Visas, recently disparaged Stenger and 
his company by publicly severing its 
ties with the resort and questioning its 
financial health. 

For five years, Rapid USA had 
worked closely with Jay Peak to attract 
foreign investors. The company adver- 
tised the project internationally and 
helped investors navigate the byzan- 
tine process between investment and 
expedited visa. 

That changed 
last month, when 
hundreds of im- 
migration attor- 
neys around the 
world received 
an email from 
the firm that an- 
nounced, “Rapid 
USA no longer has 
confidence in the 
accuracy of rep- 
resentations made 
by Jay Peak, Inc., or 
in die financial 
of and disclosures 
made by pt].” 

Rapid USA CEO 
Douglas Hulme turned 
down repeated media 
requests to elaborate on ! 


company's claims. But Ills silence fueled 
speculation about Jay Peak’s ability to 
deliver on promises to investors and 
led one critic to claim that Jay Peak and 
Rapid USA were violating federal secu- 

“Overall, we have significant con- 
cerns about [Jay Peak's] ability to oper- 
ate as a going concern," says Michael 
Gibson, an EB-S financial investment 
adviser who has tangled with Stenger in 
the past and who posted Hulme's email 
on his industry blog. "We’ve had our 
suspicions for years. We don’t believe 
Jay Peak is making money.” 

Stenger disputes die allegations and 
provided documentation showing that 
sales for the season are up 38 percent — 
or $5.7 million — over last year's, despite 
the mild weather. Lift-ticket sales are 
down $400,000 from last year, Stenger 
says, but an increase in lodging options 
on die mountain — 1000 more beds this 
year alone - has more than made up the 
difference. For example, sales during the 
last week of March reached $891,000, 
compared with $589,000 for that same 
week in 2011. 

State officials also have confidence in 
Jay Peak's financials. 

“We, of course, wanted to take a 
closer look, so we spent the entire day 
at Jay after that letter," says James 
Candido, who directs the state's EB-5 
program at the Agency of Commerce 
and Community Development. “There 
was absolutely nothing diat was out of 
the ordinary.” 

Stenger acknowledges that his re- 
lationship with Hulme and Rapid USA 
ended badly but declines to provide a 
full account of what transpired. 

“It came as a shock to me,” he says. “I 
was very disappointed in the tone.” 

As for Gibson's allegations that 
Jay Peak is in trouble, Stenger is less 
reserved. 

“He does not know what he’s talking 
about,” Stenger says. “I'm very resent- 
ful of the way he’s conducted himself. I 
don't think it’s been fair. I don’t think it’s 
been ethical. He is not an expert on Jay 
Peak or anything we do." 

Gibson has also suggested that Hulme 
and Stenger may have violated federal 
securities laws, arguing Jay paid a com- 
mission to Rapid USA for each investor 
recruited, though Hulme is not licensed 
to sell securities. Stenger argues that 
Hulme got an “administrative fee" — 85 
percent of die extra $35,000 to $50,000 
Jay charges each investor for advertis- 
ing, processing and legal expenses — not 
a commission. 

“There is absolutely no foundation 
to that," Stenger says. "They do not 
have to be a licensed dealer-broker. 



because we're not paying them a 
commission." 

According to Stenger, Gibson is 
merely retaliating against Jay Peak 
because the resort has refused to share 
proprietary information with Gibson’s 
firm or participate in his various busi- 
ness ventures. 

"There is no problem," Stenger said. 
“We got a kick-ass business here, and it’s 
because of the tilings we've done.” 

Cash Cow 

An early adopter of the EB-5 program, 
Vermont has developed an international 
reputation for its hospitality toward 
green-card-seeking foreign investors. 
It's the only state-run program to certify 
and monitor EB-5-qualified businesses; 
elsewhere in the country, for-profit re- 
gional centers do die job. 


Vermonthas also attracted anumber 
of outside businesses that plan to set 
up shop in the state. AnC Bio, a South 
Korean biotech company, intends to 
build a 40,000-square-foot plant on 
the shores of Lake Memphremagog 
in Newport, where Stenger and 
Burlington real estate magnate Tony 
Pomerleau also want to put an EB-5- 
financed conference center and hotel. 
Quebec-based DreamLife is talking 
about 160 -unit assisted-living facili- 
ties in four Vermont towns, and New 
Jersey-based AFCell Medical plans to 
relocate its corporate headquarters 
to Waterbury or Stowe and hire 300 
Vermonters. 

"Vermont pans out well,” says 
AFCell CEO Robin Young. “It's prob- 
ably the best-or- 
ganized EB-5 


“We’re trying to use the program as 
much as we can as an economic develop- 
ment tool, to stimulate job creation and 
to get capital to companies that really 
need it,” says Candido, who directs the 
program that covers all of Vermont 
except Chittenden County. In 2011, die 
overall EB-5 program accounted for 
$82,000 in the Agency of Commerce 
budget. 

To date, four homegrown Vermont 
businesses have collectively attracted 
more than $200 million in foreign 
capital, according to Candido. In addi- 
tion to Jay, Sugarbush Resort financed 
an expansion with $19.5 million from 
39 investors. Vergennes-based Country 
Home Products has raised $11 million 
from 22 investors to expand its prod- 
uct lines, and Windsor-based Seldon 
Technologies has raised $3 million from 
six investors to develop a water-filtra- 


organization in the United States. 
They really take good care of compa- 
nies like us and help us get through 
the bureaucracy." 

Young, whose company uses 
discarded placenta to treat burns 
and ulcers, traveled to China 
last month with Candido to court 
potential investors. Also joining 
them was Johannes von Trapp of 
the famed Sound of Music family, 
whose Stowe-based Trapp Family 
Lodge is hoping to finance 
a planned brewery expansion with 
EB-5 money. 

“It was just the best route for me,” 
says von Trapp. “It’s also nice because 
you're helping some people improve 
their quality of life by moving to 
the United States ... My family was 
fortunate enough to be able to come 
here. I feel good about helping others 
do that." 


Patient Capital 

Seldon Technologies CEO Alan 
Cummings says that for “a small 
company in the middle of the Great 
Recession,” EB-5 provides “an attractive 
way to raise capital.” 

After receiving certification from 
Candido’s office, businesses such as 
Seldon form individual partnerships 
with foreign investors who must each 
commit at least a half-million dollars to 
an approved venture. After demonstrat- 
ing to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services diat the project will create 10 
jobs per investor, an applicant and his 
or her family is granted a temporary 
green card. Two years later, the green 
card becomes permanent if the investor 
can demonstrate the jobs were, in fact. 

Each relationship between investor 
and business is unique, but companies 
are not statutorily obligated to pay in- 
terest on the loan — or even return the 
principal. If the jobs don’t materialize 
or the project goes south, the investor is 
sent packing, but businesses are not held 
liable. 

“What diese investor folks were able 
to do for us, and continue to be able to 
help us with, is access to patient capital," 
Stenger says. 

Sugarbush president Win Smith says 
that when he and his partners sought to 
renovate their resort in 2007, “It would 
have been very difficult to get alternative 
financing or financing at a reasonable 

Von Trapp echoes, “What this does 
is gives you five years to start up a busi- 
ness and get cash flowing nicely before 
you have the interest burden and the 
payback." 

Sugarbush and Country Home 
Products both took advantage of an 
EB-5 provision that allows struggling 
businesses - those whose net worth has 
dropped by 20 percent — to simply save 
10 jobs per investor, not create new ones. 

Green Cards for Sale 

Critics have long contended that EB-5 
auctions off green cards to the world's 
1 percenters only to benefit a handful of 
domestic corporations. 

“It's a policy that rewards wealth 
with citizenship," says Doug Hoffer, an 
economic analyst and 2010 Democratic 
candidate for Vermont’s state auditor. 
“They don't need to wait in line like ev- 
erybody else.” 

Brendan O'Neill, whose Migrant 
Justice organization has been lobbying 
the legislature to grant driver's licenses 
to undocumented agricultural workers, 
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HECM reverse mortgage. 
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Seeing Green «P2? 

says it’s hypocritical for the state to 
promote EB-5 while ignoring the plight 
of those propping up Vermont's dairy 
industry. 

“They say immigration is a federal 
issue and we should have nothing to 
do with it, but this is an example of the 
state getting creative about how to make 
a lot of money off a certain type of im- 
migration that favors rich people to buy 
their way here,” O’Neill says. 

In recent months, national press 
investigations have raised questions 
about the program's oversight and job- 
creation claims. A Bloomberg report 
in March stated, “Projects aren't rigor- 
ously vetted and have been hyped by 
operators and brokers, and immigration 
authorities have botched visaclaims and 
stranded investors and their families.” 

A New York Times investigation 
into the financing of an EB-5-funded 
Manhattan high-rise development in an 
area gerrymandered to appear economi- 
cally depressed found that “developers 
and state officials are stretching the 
rules to qualify projects for tills foreign 
financing” 

According to freelance journalist 
Norman Oder, who writes a watchdog 
bit® about the Atlantic Yards EB-5 
project in Brooklyn, “There's almost no 
one looking out for die public interest, 
to ensure that not only the letter but the 
spirit of the law is being met in terms of 
creating jobs.” 

Though USCIS reviews job-creation 
figures provided by investors, critics say 
the industry is protected by a coterie of 
lawyers, brokers and economists who 
go to bat for a program that generates 
seemingly limitless foreign cash for 
anyone involved in the business. 

“This is completely unregulated. 
USCIS is doing very little in die way of 
monitoring,” charges Gibson, the finan- 
cial adviser. “So far as we know, diere is 
no conceited effort by any federal agen- 
cies to monitor the securities activity of 
the practitioners in the EB-5 field." 

The Tail Wagging the Dog 

Contrary to the EB-5 program’s mission, 
one firm “certified” by Vermont and fea- 
tured on the state’s website appears to 
be a front company for a Canadian im- 
migration firm in the business of selling 

Promotional materials for the com- 
pany, DreamLife, suggest it plans to 
build four $24 million senior living 
facilities in Montpelier, Rudand, White 
River Junction and Newport - each 
replete with bowling alleys and bistros. 


But company president Richard 
Parenteau readily admits that 
DreamLife is only entering the senior 
living market in order to hock EB-5 
visas - and collect $17,500 in ad- 
ministrative fees. Parenteau's other 
enterprise, Quebec-based Can-Am 
Immigration, claims on its website to 
have been “instrumental in securing 
25,000 work permits and/or green 
cards in die United States alone.” 

“We have to do something with in- 
vestors’ money, so what do we do with 
it? That’s why we decided to go into 
retirement homes.” Parenteau explains. 
“We decided to go into an industry 
where there’s a big need now.” 

While Parenteau says construction 
should start in December on at least two 
of the 50-acre, 160-unit facilities, local 
officials say they have heard nothing 
from the firm since initial informational 
meetings more than a year ago. 

Former DreamLife employee 
Douglas Littlefield says die company 
has reneged on numerous business 
commitments. "Personally, I don't think 
he should have been allowed to come 
to Vermont,” says Littlefield, who was 
hired two years ago to scout potential 
sites. "I wish anyone who works with 
him good luck,” 

Since the state certified DreamLife 
as an EB-5-qualified business, Candido 
has reviewed the company's business 
plans and held quarterly meetings 
with its partners. He says he has heard 
“rumors” about Parenteau's business 
dealings and was told the company 
president is not permitted to enter the 
United States. But Candido says it’s out- 
side his purview to vouch for every facet 
of a Vermont-certified company. 

“With someone like DreamLife, he 
could have problems outside of our 
project, but again, I don’t have much 
time to monitor his stuff outside of 
EB-5. Within EB-5, if there was any 
fraud happening, we would find it very 
quickly,” Candido says. 

Attempts to follow up with Parenteau 
were unsuccessful because DreamLife’s 
phone number was disconnected after 
an initial interview. 

How Many Jobs? 

In his cluttered office inside a rickety, 
old, faux-Swiss chalet, Stenger pulls 
out a stack of records showing that 
during a peak week in 2005, he had 385 
workers on staff — many seasonal — and 
doled out $142,500 in payroll During 
the same week this year, 877 workers 
were employed and payroll reached 
$751,000. 

To ensure that each of those who in- 
vested at least $500,000 in his enterprise 



receives a green card, Stenger will even- 
tually have to show that the expansion 
created 5000 jobs. That figure can in- 
clude jobs outside the company payroll; 
indirect jobs created through construc- 
tion or the increased use of neighboring 
services also count 

Despite the government's role in 
securing investors by providing them 
visas, neither those analyses nor any 
other reports about the projects are 
available to the public. That means 
“job creation can be 
claimed via an econo- 
head count," says Oder, 
the Atlantic Yards 
watchdog. 

But Jeff Carr, : 
economist who has 
established one of the 
nation’s leading EB-5 
economic consultan- 
cies, says USCIS 
plenty rigorous. 

“A lot of projects 
nowadays trying 
get approved have 
be much better pre- 
pared and much more 
thoroughly thought 
through than five 
or 10 years ago," he 
says. "My belief is the 
USCIS is trying hard to 
improve the standards 
of the program.” 

lb Stenger, who 
provided reports indi- 
cating that Jay Peak's 
expansion has created 
2820 direct or indirect 
jobs dius far, the proof is in the pudding. 

“It’s been a profound increase of 
investment in our community," he says. 
“We've been under construction for 36 
months, and we're going to be under 
construction for another 36 months." 

Candido describes die Jay Peak ex- 
pansion as die “largest building project 
in the state.” 

A Push for Extension 

Support for EB-5 crosses the political 
spectrum in Vermont Former governor 
Jim Douglas led two trade delegations 
to Asia widi EB-5 business owners, in 
part to drum up business for certified 
companies. Gov. Peter Shumlin traveled 
to Miami in November to host a seminar 
for potential Jay Peak investors. 

During a visit to Winooski’s DR 
Power Equipment in January, Shumlin 
and Sen. Patrick Leahy donned safety 
goggles to demonstrate for Vermont 
reporters the company’s new mecha- 
nized log splitter. The EB-5 program. 


they said, was providing critical sup- 
port for DR Power's parent company, 
Country Home Products, thereby 
saving the firm 200 jobs in Winooski 
and Vergennes. 

The press release issued by Leahy’s 
office identified the senior senator as 
“the leading champion of the EB-5 
investor visa program in Congress for 
more than a decade." Congressman 
Peter Welch supports the program; Sen. 
Bernie Sanders' office did not respond 
to a request for his 
position on it 

The EB-5 love goes 
both ways. Stenger, 
Cummings, Smith 
and Country Home 
Products CEO Joe 
Perrotto have all given 
handsomely to die 
campaigns ofVermont 
who sup- 

program, EB-5 has 
been extended several 
times. According to 
Leahy spokesman 
David Carle, “Sen. 

Leahy has long ad- 
vocated ending die 
practice of having 
lurch from exten- 
sion to extension and 
going to a permanent 
authorization to im- 
prove oversight at all 
levels. He continues to 
build bipartisan sup- 
port for the goal of an 

extension.” 

If Congress pulls die plug in 

September, Vermont Secretary of 

Commerce Lawrence Miller says it 
would hurt Vermont - especially in 
the Northeast Kingdom, where Jay 
Peak makes its home. After September, 
Stenger would no longer be able to lure 
foreign investors into funding his next 
plans: new golf villas, another hotel, a 
mountain top lodge. 

But Stenger is confident EB-5 will 
be extended and confident he'll prove 
wrong those who have called into ques- 
tion Jay Peak's financial viability. He 
believes he will succeed in building a 
lavish vacation resort in the poorest, 
remotest comer of Vermont - all in the 
middle of a recession. Widi a little help 
from his friends. ® 


Disclosure Paul Heintz formerly worked for 
Congressman Peter Welch. 
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HOWTO MAKEA 
LOT OF MONEY OFF 
A CERTAIN TYPE 
OF IMMIGRATION 
THAT FAVORS RICH 
PEOPLE TO BOY 
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VSJF Flexible Capital Fund, L3C 


A new kind of risk capital for growing Vermont 
businesses in the green economy. 

If you're looking for equity-like financing to fuel 
your company's growth, contact us! 

www.vsjf.org • janice@vsjf.org 
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66 I started out selling 
cars for Burlington 

I Hyundai. After I'd sold 
my third or fourth car. 

I told my boss, ‘This is 
the most fun I've ever 
had at a job.' it was so 
great to meet people 
every day. Not just, 

"Hi, how are you? 

Can I help you?' But to 
actually sit down with 
them, get to know their 
needs and wants. At the 
end of the day, that's 
a really rewarding 
experience. 

Now my job is to 
bring people in the 
door via digital media: 
making sure the 
websites are up to date, 
doing graphic design on 
the website, exploring 
Google analytics. 

I'm just constantly 
learning something 
new... It's a fun, unique 
environment. 



Start Us Up 


Local Kickstarter projects we'd like to see 

BY MARGOT HARRISON 



I 


t started so innocently, In November 2010, one of our colleagues 
forwarded a Front Porch Forum posting from Mark Krawczyk 
of Burlington Permaculture, who was raising money to publish 
a book — “the first North American manual on coppice agrofor- 
estry" - using a website called Kickstarter. Donating small amounts 
was easy, but there was a catch: The authors had to hit their goal of 
$5000 in pledges by December 10 or they'd get nothing Was this new 
e-fundraising model worth a story? 

We'd never heard of Kickstarter, but we soon learned the site was 
launched by five friends in early 2009 to ‘gather a million mini-Medi- 
cis on the Web,” in the words of an Inc. article. Starting a Kickstarter 
campaign is free, but campaigns can last no more than 60 days. When 
a goal is met, Kickstarter collects 5 percent of die proceeds. (Amazon 
grabs another 3 to 5 percent for credit-card processing.) 

We were intrigued by die possibilities, especially when we received 
a second Kickstarter appeal, from Burlington playwright and film- 
maker James Lantz. And we learned that Kickstarter is no sure thing: 
Krawczyk’s campaign exceeded its target, while Lantz’s fell short. 
(He'd have more luck with later campaigns; see sidebar.) 

Soon die trickle of Kickstarter appeals in our inbox swelled to a 
flood. A band was recording an EP. A cabaret group was funding its trip 
to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival A snow-sculpting team needed tools. 

And diat was just in Burlington. In its listings by city, kickstarter. 


com includes nearly 80 past and current Vermont-based campaigns, 
including seven in tiny Johnson alone. Googling brings up even more 
Vermont appeals. In Windsor, people pledged more than $10,000 to a 
multimedia historical commemoration. In Townshend, you can sup- 
port an organic pizza farms tan d. Back in Burlington, you have until this 
Friday to fund the production of a multiplayer role-playing video game 
called Aura Tactics. 

Everybody seems to be Kickstarting, and crafting heartfelt video 
appeals and ingenious “rewards" for donors at each pledge level 

Alex Dostie of Burlington, a successful Kickstarter (see sidebar), 
points out that big investors are leery of creative projects in today's 
economy, and smaller donations tend to go to "established" organiza- 
tions. "This is where Kickstarter steps in: a purely democratic form 
of group investment which makes it possible for new ideas to solicit 
financial donations on a global level," he writes in an email. “Artists 
can literally build budgets for their projects $5 at a time.” 

While we love to see money flowing to creative folks, we confess 
we’ve developed a bit of Kickstarter fatigue. Sometimes we find ourselves 
fantasizing about projects we'd like to pitch, wondering just how pie-in- the- 
sky we could make them. 

Here are three of the campaigns our fevered imaginations pro- 
duced. We didn’t have space to include our ambitious project to 
convert global-warming-beleaguered cross-country-ski areas into 
Hunger Gomes-inspired paintball courses where you can drop the 
kids off for a character-building weekend. Imagine that yourselves.® 
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CAMPAIGN 1: 

Bail Out Burlington Telecom 
by Giving It a Hit Show 

Goal: $500,000 (for season one) 

Sure, we'd like to raise $33 million to stop lender 
Citibank from repossessing our municipal telecom 
network, but we're not that delusional Besides, 
Queen City taxpayers have already contributed to 
the BT cause. So here’s our modest proposal: We’ll 
hire some talent to craft a weekly TV comedy that 
does for Burlington what“Portlandia" does for 
Portland, Ore. 

It shouldn't be hard, right? We’ve got quirk 
and whimsy to spare in the Queen City. We’ve got 
people who put birds on things, aggressive cyclists, 
bourgeois bohemians and obsessive locavores. 
They'll play themselves. With national distribu- 
tion via PBS, sale to a cable network or product- 
placement deals, we'll get the money rolling in. Sit 
tight, Citibank! 

Sample rewards: 

Pledge $S or more: A bumper sticker that says 
something rude about Comcast. 

"Burlington" about you. and our writers will get to work! 
Pledge $100,000 or more: You will play the city's 


CAMPAIGN?: 

Turn the Moran Plant Into 
Burlington’s Alamo Drafthouse 

Goal: $30 million 

Redevelopment plans for the Moran Plant were ap- 
proved in 2008. yet there it sits, a hulldng eyesore 
on Burlington’s waterfront. With any luck, the 
Community Sailing Center and Scottish company 
the Ice Factor will eventually move in, but who'll 
buy the rest of the space? 

Help us turn it into something the Queen City 
sorely needs: a theater where plaid-shirted hipsters 
can swill local brews and make snarky comments 
about bad '80s movies. Like the original Alamo 
Drafthouse in Austin, Texas, our multiplex will show 
second-run and repertory films, serve creative food 
and drink and encourage rowdy audience participa- 
tion. Wouldn't a The Big Lebowski "quote-along” be 
the perfect way to recreate after a hard day of sailing 
and ice climbing? 

Sample rewards: 

Pledge $20 or more: A pint and a program guide. 

alongside Rusty OeWees. our monthly showcase of 
■Movies Set in Vermont That Were Actually Filmed In 
Massachusetts or North Carolina.* 


CAMPAIGN 3: 

Put Burlington (or Montpelier 
or White River Junction) 
in Record Books as the 
World’s Most Kickstarter- 
Saturated City 

Goal: $10,000 

When you read yet another Kickstarter appeal, do 
you wonder if anyone in your town isn't collecting 
for their EP/pcrformance piece/scrapbook? All, how 
little you know. Those who don’t use Kickstarter 
are still many, and they may not feel any impulse to 
donate to those who do. 

Accordingly, we will organize a door-to-door 
educational campaign to get every resident up and 
running on Kickstarter. We'll pay college students 
to staff information booths at fairs and farmers 
markets. We will overcome Joe Average's fear of 
“arty stuff" and show him how easy it is to create a 
Kickstarter campaign to fund a custom case for his 
collection of hockey memorabilia. He may not get 
the money, but. hey, he’ll have tried. 

Sample reward: 

Pledge $20 or more: A professionally designed 
graphic with which to respond to future Kickstarter 
appeals. It says. "Hey. man. I support yourcreativity, 
but I'm flat broke" 


O-BRIENS 

AVEDA INSTITUTE 



KICKSTAFTING YOURSELF OR SOMEONE ELSE 

James Lantz knows something about Klckstaiter. Last summer, he used it to raise more 
successful campaign: raising almost S90.0Q0 for A Defiant Dude, a documentary about 

So what's his advice? ‘Study kicks tarter; Lantz says. "It's a unique entity that has its own 
vibe and unspoken protocols. Learn what works and what doesnV 

Among the lessons he’s learned from Klckstarter are that ‘young people are more 
generous than they're given credit for; and ‘often, when people become backers, they take 
partial ownership of the project and help move it forward." 

One misconception. Lantz adds, ‘is that you put a Kickstarter project up and the money 
just flows in." In fact, ‘its an all-consuming job that requires a lot of work.’ That includes 
'spending) a lot of time on the video and the central image for the project — those are key," 

Last January. Ale« Dostie of Burlington and his teammates on the Vermont state snow- 
sculpting team raised S1127 to pay for tools they needed for a national championship. Dostie 
agrees on the importance of the pitch video. Itshould be ‘short always moving forward and 
entertaining!" he says. "You have to hook people right away." Successful Kickstarters. Dostie 
adds must keep their promises to donors — deliver rewards promptly and complete the 
project they raised the money for. 

How do Lantz and Dostie respond to other people's Kickstarter appeals? "Usually I 
donate to projects I am familiar with - I dont have a lotof money to give, so I try to keep 
it local." Dostie says. For A Oefiant Dude, he donated a reward - custom framing at Dostie 
Bros. Frame Shop & Gallery. 

projects. He sees the mounting flood of appeals as "evidence that things are going in a 

individual - not a committee, corp or org - ... who believes in their work enough to put it on 
the line and get their project funded themselves. That's something to admire." 
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Earnings 

Vermonters make bank on the internet's friendliest 
do-it-yourself craft market 


BY CAROLYN FOX & MEGAN JAMES 


T oday's Vermonters practically have a "shop local" gene in their DNA. We've be- 
moaned the stores that have shuttered their doors since the economy tanked in 
2008. and we’ve been conditioned to bolster die independent businesses that still 
stand, lest they, too, someday leave us. But their fetes may not be as dire as we fear. 
Like some bizarro alternate reality, many indie storefronts exist solely online diese days. 

We're talking, of course, about etsy, an internet marketplace that breeds small busi- 
nesses. Launched in 2005, the popular site - dubbed “a crafty cross between Amazon 
and eBay" by the New York Times — allows anyone with a camera and a computer to 
create his or her own virtual shop of handmade or vintage items. Vendors sacrifice a 20- 
cent listing fee per item and 3.5 percent of each sale to gain access to a busding global 
marketplace — one that was responsible for $525.6 million in sales last year. And Etsy’s 
“shop local" search tab reveals that plenty of Vermonters are in on the deal. 

Some of these locally run Etsy shops - such as New Duds, the fabric-goods business of 
Colchester's Tessa and Torrcy Valyou - have turned into thriving full-dme jobs. Others 
peddle such niche products that even a Church Street address wouldn’t keep them in 
brick-and-mortar business, yet their internet sales flourish. We culled the site, break- 
ing down sales stats, to introduce you to some of Vermont’s most successful Etsy artists 
you’ve never heard of ® 


Emily Balivet 

Operated by Emily Balivet. Pittsford 

4612 sales since March 28. 2006 
(approximately 63 sales/month) 

Etsy was still relatively new when Emily Balivet set up 
shop there. A thirty something self-taught artist who had 
been painting all her life, she had built up a stockpile of 
paintings over the years — most of which she categorizes 
as “mythological goddess art” She'd never marketed her 
work before. 

Balivet did her research. She read all of Etsy’s seller 
guides and learned to post her art not just on her shop 
page but on Flickr. Facebook and Twitter. She went to 
craftcount.com. which tracks the top Etsy shops, and took 
note of what was selling well. 

Before she knew it, she had a full-time job. 

“The door just absolutely burst open.” says Balivet, 


who worked as a waitress b efore Etsy. “If I had my art in a 
gallery, how many people are going to walk through? When 
you have it on the internet, thousands of people see it.” 

Her paintings of goddesses are now licensed to a Los 
Angeles company that prints them on leather bags and 
shoes. Balivet finds she hardly needs to market herself 
anymore. “The internet is fascinating that way,” she says. 
“If I post something new on my Facebook page [and] send 
it along to Twitter, people just post it themselves; they do 
die marketing for me." 

When the recession hit in 2008. Balivet says she was 
scared that her Etsy bubble would burst. Surprisingly, 
sales went up “I found that people got more emotional 
about art," she says. “When all the local stores around 
me were suffering, everyone was worried. I just couldn’t 
believe it. People need art like they need food.” 

Balivet still seems awestruck by die good fortune dial has 
allowed her to paint eveiy day and work from home so she can 
spend more time with her kids “I’m so friggin' lucky" she says 
M.J. 
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Native Vermont Studio 

Operated by Ryan Fowler, Middlebury 

1895 sales since July 15, 2009 
(approximately 59 sales/month) 

“This is a portrait of Timothy Burr," begins tile product 
description for Ryan Fowler's “Lumberjack and Crow” 
series. “He goes by Tim. Tim is a third -generation lumber- 
jack in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont Every morn- 
ing at dawn, he takes Otter Road up Willoughby Gap in 
a little red truck to a plot of forested land that has been 
in his family nearly 127 years. He'll cut trees and walk the 
forest until dusk each da;'. Tim still prefers his trusted axe 

Tim Burr doesn't exist But his portrait - as an aus- 
tere. fully bearded man with a crow perched on his knit 
cap — was one of the first pieces Fowler, an illustrator who 
splits his time between Chicago and Middlebury. posted 
to Etsy. “I thought of my father-in-law, who would go out 
and chop wood,” he recalls. “It was sort of a quintessential 

That's true of many items in Native Vermont Studio, 
a shop filled with images of whimsical animals (such as 



|§ dogs on skis), vintage-style advertisements for maple 
[r syrup and “typographic wall art" listing the names of local 
|c mountains. Some images, like the lumberjack, come with 
1 1 fictional stories; others have tales that are actually true. 
Is They all seem tailor-made for. well, native Vermonters - 
i ; yet Fowler's customers tend to be based farther afield. 

“I would sell tons of [the lumberjack] in the 
Nether lands," says Fowler. “I thought. There’s either a lot 
ofVermonters in the Netherlands, or they're similar people." 
It’s tile same story with his other illustrations and prints. 
“It’s weird thinking there's a pub in Ireland that has some- 
thing that has Vermont on it,” he muses. 

Fowler’s Etsy mission? To make affordable art for 
others — signed prints start at $20 
— while making a living for himself 
Since leaving his job as a teacher and 
department chair at a Chicago board- 
ing school in January 2011 and setting 
up his Middlebury operations, he has 
more than doubled his salary ._ "not 
that that’s necessarily saying a lot.” he 
jokes. “When I stepped away from my 
full-time job; the opportunities really 
picked up in my work ... That was very 
reassuring." 





One Piece ata lime 

Operated by Jean Samples, Chester 
10,672 sales since November 11, 2007 
(approximately 202 sales/month) 

Jean Samples has tried the brick-and-mortar retail 
thing Years ago, she had a struggling bead shop in 
Bellows Falls. ‘To be stuck in a shop eight hours a 
day without any customers makes you crazy," she 

These days, she’s one of the most successful Etsy 

It took her a while to hit her stride online. In 
2007, while working a day job as a nurse. Samples, 
58. started selling handmade jewelry. "But there are, 
I don't know how many, millions of people selling 
handmade jewelry on Etsy," she says. So. in 2009, 
she switched to jewelry supplies. 

These days her shop, called One Piece at a Time, 
is brimming with filigree, patina brass, vintage 
chains, glass stones and clasps, most of which she 
buys wholesale from warehouses in the Providence, 
R.L area, once the jewelry capital of the world. 

Last year, Samples quit her day job. She still 
works two shifts as a nurse on weekends, but Etsy 
is her career. Last year, she says, she made $34,000 

It’s a lot of work, though. “It's definitely seven 
days a week,” she says. “It’s kind of easy to do 10- 
and 12-hour days when you're at home.” That load 
fa one reason Samples invited her daughter, Jessica, 
who had been jugglingtwo jobs in Virginia Beach, to 
Vermont to work with her. 

Jessica now has three Etsy shops of her own: 
Vintage Wrapture, You Are Not the Boss of Me and 
the Bitter Peacock. "She has a job as a waitress, but 
it helps her through the hard times," says her mom. 

The key to a good Etsy shop, Samples says, is 
simple: ’You have to find what people want, and you 
have to have a wide variety." From there, she adds, 
the possibilities are endless. ‘You have the world, 
and you have 24 hours a day and seven days a week,” 


The Vermont 
Branch Company 

Operated by Tonya and Michael 
Gunn, Westfield 

1745 sales since October 20, 2009 
(approximately 60 sales/month) 

Secondary Etsy shop; Natural 
Earth Farm and Fiber Studio 

964 sales since September 13, 
2005 (approximately 12 sales/ 
month) 

Deep in the wooded heart of the 
Northeast Kingdom resides Etsy’s 
version of the von Trapp family. 
Westfield’s Tonya and Michael Gunn 
have seven children, and they don't 
sing they craft. 

They run two family businesses: 
the Vermont Branch Company, which 
sells rustic wedding and home decor; 



and Natural Earth Farm and Fiber 
Studio, which focuses on eco-friendly 
children's toys. Nearly all of then- 
products — from birch-branch center- 
pieces to wooden rhythm sticks — are 
cut and sanded from branches selec- 
tively harvested from friends' fields. 

"Michael will say, ‘At two o’clock, 
we’re gonna go out to collect,’ and 


there's usually three or four [children] 
who will go with him. Even our 4-year- 
old will help clip the branches,” says 
Tonya. "We all work together.” Their 
16-year-old son recently launched his 
own Etsy shop. Noland Handcrafts, 
selling buttons and instrument wall 
hangers also made of wood. 

The Gunns have supported 
themselves solely from Etsy and a few 
related online wholesale endeavors since 
October 2009, shortly after they tapped 
into the wedding market - arguably the 
source of Elay's most coveted clientele. 
But die family lives thriftily on a small 

driving around in one old car. ("We still 
have dial-up internet and we’re doing 
just fine,” notes Tonya) Tliey're less 
concerned with the bottom line than 
with leading a simple life. 

“We could probably earn more 
money if we both worked outside the 
home," Tonya says. “It’s more impor- 
tant for us to have time to be together.” 

C.F. 


Bottles Sold Cheap 

Operated by Dave Correira, Groton 

1535 sales since December 2, 2010 
(approximately 98 sales/month) 

Who buys old bottles? "Everybody 
does." says Dave Correira. 

Take it from a guy who has been sell- 
ing them since he was 14. Growing up in 
Massachusetts, Correira used to accom- 
pany his landscaper dad to old dump 
sites and dig bottles out of the ground. 
He’d sell his loot at flea markets. 


Aside from a few stints working 
for UPS, Correira, now 43, has made 
a living from old bottles. Milk bottles, 
perfume bottles, soda and beer bottles, 
poison and ink bottles (some dating 
back to 1790) — you name it, he sells 
it for cheap. Some people buy them 
as home decor or as wedding center- 
pieces; others buy themas collectibles. 
Correira has seen rare bottles sell for 
as much as $100,000 on eBay. He’s 
sold one himself for $1000. 

Correira started selling on eBay in 
1998 after buying and emptying three 
warehouses of old bottle factories in 
Portland, Maine The buildings were 


relatively inexpensive, he says, but he 
spent eight months cleaning them out. 
He recycled about 56 tons of glass and is 
still selling off the bottles he salvaged. "1 
probably will until I die," he says. 

He estimates he has about 500,000 
left in his Groton outbuildings. 

When asked how he markets his 
bottles, Correira notes bluntly that, 
unlike other Etsy sellers, he doesn't 
post elaborate descriptions of his 
products. “I don’t know why people 
do that,” he says. “What am I going to 
call it? Mystuff sells itself, apparently" 


Sharp mAntiques 

Operated by Matt Brittenham, Montpelier 

205 sales since October 18, 2011 
(approximately 40 sales/month) 

Etsy has a reputation for being a girlie place — that's the 
simplest reason Matt Brittenham stands out 

"Etsy is crafty-woman-centric,” he says. "You're com- 
peting against all the other crafty women.” So after a 
stint selling handmade aprons, Brittenham, 40, turned to 
something manlier: vintage razors, men's hats and blaz- 
ers. It hasn't made him rich, and he still has a day job — IT 
support for the Montpelier school district - but in just 
five months Brittenham has established a solid customer 

He’s also polished his identity as “Mr. Sharpman," on- 
and offline. You might catch him walking around down- 

"When I get an interest in something, it sometimes 
gets to the level ofgeekery,” Brittenham admits. Such was 



the case with vintage razors. Shaving had long frustrated 
Bri ttenham, who has worn a full beard since he was 17 and 
shaves his head every day. A year and a half ago he began 
hunting online for an alternative to disposable razors. 

Pretty soon, Brittenham had tapped into the online 
shaving hobbyist community. (Yes, there is one. Check out 
badgerandblade.com, named after the hair used in high- 
end shaving brushes.) He started buying vintage razors, 
primarily on eBay, which he cleans, refurbishes, polishes 
and sells on Etsy. 

Brittenham used to sell on eBay, too, but left that site 
because of the high seller's fee - 9 percent compared 
with Etsy's 3.5 percent Besides, eBay can feel like “the 
Wild West,” he says. Etsy’s shop format allows sellers to 
establish regular customers and a sense of trust. “They’re 
more inclined to be paying top dollar for [your product], 
because they don't think it’s just some junk you scrounged 
up." he says. 

After all, Brittenham shaves with vintage razors, too. 
His favorite? The gold-plated 1934 Gillette Aristocrat 
which comes in a gold-plated case lined with rich blue 
velvet 

Now, that's sharp. 
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Biz Kids 



Some young Vermont entrepreneurs are earning — and learning — their money 
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BY KATE LADDISON & CATHY RESMER 



R eading writing, arith- 
metic ... and money 
management? For 
the past few years, 
financial-literacy programs 
have been popping up all over 
to teach kids about saving spending 
and investing wisely. 

But some eager young entrepre- 
neurs don’t need professional help - 
they're figuring out money matters on 

We found several local “biz 
kids" — between 8 and 18 
years old - who are turning 
their hobbies and skills into 
fledgling business ventures. 
We asked them about their 
moneymaking endeavors; 
to explain what they do 
and why, and what they've 
learned along the way. We 
distilled their answers into 
mini-profiles that reveal some 
of the practical lessons they've 
learned on the job. Their in- 
sights read like a Kids VT-style 
business primer. 

Parental influence varies. 
Charles Hulse, whose son 
Eli creates and sells his own 
iPhone apps, admits that he’s 
mostly sitting back and watch- 
ing his son make his own way. 
“I don’t really have a lot ofbusi- 
ness experience," he says. “I'm 
learning from him.” 





Name: Eli Hulse 
Age: 14 

Hometown: South Hero 
School: Vermont Commons School 

Business venture: Elis Studios - he 
creates iPhone apps. 

Eli Hulse wasn't always a techie kid. His 
parents, who are both doctors, home- 
schooled him until eighth grade. They 
shielded him from media and technol- 
ogy; die family didn't get a television set 
until Eli was la 

When he was 11, he started playing 
chess on his family's desktop PC and 
wondered how the computer came up 
with the moves it used against him. “I 
thought diat was, like, really cool,” he 
says. To satisfy his curiosity, Eli taught 
himself die Visual Basic language and 
wrote some primitive programs. He 
wanted his own computer, so that 
summer, he earned money to buy one 
by making bagels and selling them at the 
South Hero farmers market. 

When Eli discovered the Apple App 
Store, he realized he could write pro- 
grams for mobile devices and get people 
to buy those instead. He bought a book 
called Starting an iPhone Application 
Business for Dummies, and got his par- 
ents to help him register Elis Studios 
with die App Store for S99. He launched 
his first app, a drawing ap- 
plication called Color 
Splasher, in 2010. He’s 
added four 
then. 

Eli sells all of his 
apps for 99 cents each. 

He estimates he's 
made about $250 so 
far - enough to pay 
the yearly fee to keep 
his products in the App 
Store. In the short term, 
he explains, he just 
to cover his 
his apps as 

in his future. "I really hope 
it will help 
trying to go 

His mom, Molly Rideout, 
speculates that being home- 
schooled gave Eli the flexibility 
to pursue his interests and brought him 
into contact with supportive adults who 
encouraged him. “He tends to get really 
intensely involved in certain tilings," she 
observes. ''It’s pretty impressive.” 


Eli’s Insights: 

Act the part. Eli's email signature 
identifies him as the CEO of Elis Studios. 

Keep your personal and business 
fina nces separate. Eli notes that if you 
mix profits with aflowance or birthday 
money, you'll never know how much 
you’re making. 

Not moving enough units? Try a 
loss leader. In February, Eli released 
a free version of his Color Splasher app 
to stimulate downloads. It’s working - 
more than 400 people have downloaded 
it since the beginning of February. He 
says he hopes it’ll draw attention to his 
other offerings; “They’ll say, 'Oh, look, 
there’s this other really cool app called 
iTap, and I could download that, too.'” 
Eli also makes money from advertising 
that's embedded in the free version. 

Know your audience. Eli's apps 
appeal to people like him — teenagers 
searching for stuff to do. His output 
consists of a doodling app, three games 
and Safety Light, which turns the 
iPhone into a beacon that flashes white 
and red; it's designed to make bikers 
and skateboarders visible to cars in the 
dark. His next project? An app that can 
organize and save his friends’ one-liners 
in a database. “I don't know if it'll work 
or not," he admits, “but that would be 
really fun.” ® 


B Fellow biz kWsin this article: Nora 
Jacobsen, Greg Potter. Alec Distler. Alex 
Morris and Isabelle Mittelstadt. Find pronies 
of them, along with a list of family-focused 
financial-literacy resources, in the April 
issue of Kids VT. Pick up a copy at more than 
400 locationsin northern and central 
Vermont, or read it online at kldsvt.com. 
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A Place at the Bar 


Sampling fine dining from the cheap seats 

BY ALICE LEVITT & CORIN HIRSCH 



I t's an open secret among in-the-know urban diners: Many top restaurants offer 
a bar menu, in the same space or an adjacent one, that features lower-priced op- 
tions prepared in the same kitchen. Often those dishes are every bit as creative, 
and even as decadent, as the ones on the $180 prix-fixe menu. At the Bazaar by 
Jose Andres Restaurant in Los Angeles, for example, the Bar Centro menu includes 
cotton-candy duck liver for $5 a serving. 

You won't find quite those extremes at Vermont restaurants, but the trick still 
works at many of the state's more upscale spots. Some offer bargains that even skin- 
flints can enjoy. Others simply provide similar fare with a more casual atmosphere 
and service at a markdown. 

The Seven Days food team crisscrossed the state to find some of the best - and 
most delicious - high-end bar-menu deals to share with our readers. 

— A.L. 



115 Church Street. Burlington, 
863-3759. leunigsbistro.com 


The demand for steak frites and soupe au 
pistou can sometimes be hard to satisfy 
at Church Street’s Parisian- style bistro. 
To handle overflow from the buzzing 
dining room, die restaurant added an 
upstairs lounge in February. 

The unmarked staircase behind 
Leunig’s downstairs bar gives the new 
space a speakeasy vibe — no password 
required. Upstairs, the angular sconces 
from Conant Metal it Light and Mark 
Evans' paintings create an ultra-luxe, 
art-deco feel, remarkably similar to that 
of the Flynn Center for die Performing 
Arts. This is one of Burlington’s toniest 
watering holes, but the food prices don't 
reflect die haute ambiance. 

Jonah crab claws widi orange- 
tarragon aioli are $14, but everydiing 
else — from charcuterie plates to 
Baylev Hazen Blue eheese-and-bacon 
dip — ranges from $2 to $8. Drinks are 
as pricey as those downstairs, but it’s 
wordi the small indulgence to sip the St. 
Germain cocktail, an effervescent tipple 
made with its namesake elderflower 
booze and sparkling wine. 


Though die Upstairs Lounge was 
designed as a place for diners to wait 
for a downstairs table, it's easy to make 
a balanced meal from the snacks on 
offer. 1 started with an $8 erudite plate. 
The extra-large, canoe-shaped dish 
nearly filled a petite, two-person table. 


THIS IS ONE OF BURLINGTON'S 
TDNIESTWATERING HOLES, 

BUTTHE FOOD PRICES 
DON’T REFLECTTHE 
HAUTE AMBIANCE. 

Raw red peppers, carrots, cauliflower 
and zucchini surrounded two glasses 
containing dips. The hummus was filled 
with parsley and spicy chunks of raw 
garlic, while the tangy cashew-herb 
"cheese" dip (so designated on the menu) 
had the texture of a light, moist mousse. 

Real cheese is abundant on the menu, 
and not just in the aforementioned 
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I I BY CORIN HIRSCH & ALICE LEVITT 


Madre Love 

SLOW FOOD VERMONT RECRUITS 
FOR THE BIG EVENT 

SLOW FOOD VERMONT wants 

you. The Green Mountain 
chapter of the international 
foodie organization is 
planning its biggest event. 
Terra Madre. The biennial 
gastronomic blowout is 
scheduled for October 25 to 
29 this year in Turin, Italy, 
and Slow Food Vermont 
president mara welton hopes 
to have a large Vermont 
contingent. 

Welton is looking for 
Vermont purveyors inter- 
ested in representing the 
state's food landscape at the 
largest market in the world. 
An old hand at the event, she 
says, “In the past. I've always 
felt like, ‘Oh, my God, we can 
totally hang with the rest of 
the products here.' My goal is 
to get as many Vermonters as 

According to the 
application, Terra Madre 
vendors can offer “[a]ny 
food or beverage that has 
been produced in a good, 
clean, and fair way." That 
could include Vermont 
specialties such as cheese, 
beer, pickles and cured 
meat — anything transport- 
able across the Atlantic. 
Welton says she hopes big 
brands such as Vermont 
BUTTER A CHEESE CREAMERY 

will have their own booths, 
but she's helping to as- 
semble smaller producers 
in a single booth that will 
showcase a wide variety of 
food products. 

Welton is also recruiting 
Vermonters to serve as U.S. 
Slow Food delegates. Those 
lucky few won’t need to pay 
for housing, meals or trans- 
portation when they attend 
Terra Madre and share the 
word with other delegates 
from around the world. 

But everyone is welcome to 
attend and taste. “It’s really 
a humbling and inspiring 
experience," says Welton of 
Terra Madre, whose theme 


this year is Feeding the 
Planet. And the world will 
certainly be fed. 

Kale 

Imitation 

TRADEMARK ATTORNEY 
RULES AGAINST EAT MORE 
KALE FOUNDER 
Last week was a roller 
coaster for “Eat More 
Kale” T-shirt artist bo 

MULLER-MOORE. First, 

he discovered that his 
Kickstarter campaign to 
fund a documentary film 
about his legal tangle with 
fast-food giant Chick-fil-A 
had raised roughly $90,000, 
exceeding his goal by 
$15,000. 

Two days later, Muller- 
Moore learned that his quest 
to register a trademark had 
hit a snag; In a preliminary 
ruling, an attorney with the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office determined there was 
a “likelihood of confusion" 
between Muller-Moore's 
“Eat More Kale” slogan 
and Chick-fil-A’s “Eat 
mor Chilan” marketing 
campaign. 

Muller-Moore was 
stunned by die news but 
vowed to press his case. 
“There’s still a lot of fighting 
to be done," he says. 

After Muller-Moore filed 
to register his “Eat More 
Kale" trademark last fall, he 
received a cease-and-desist 
letter from Chick-fil-A order- 
ing him to stop production 
and turn over his website. 

It was the second time in 
six years that the Southern 
fast-food chain had tried to 
shut him down. This time 
around, though, Gov. peter 
shumlm stepped in to support 
Muller-Moore and form an 
advisory Team Kale. As the 
story spread, Muller-Moore 
received tons of press - even 
an international write-up in 
the Economist magazine — 
and thousands of orders for 
his T-shirts. 
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Do Be Sappy 

FIDDLEHEAD BREWING PARTNERS WITH 

VERMONT FOLKLIFE CENTER ON SAP BEER 

Like true Yankees, Vermont's sugarers of yore didn't let 

anything go to waste: Some fermented their last maple- 

sap runs - which tend to be lower in sugar - into beer. 

The practice faded out decades ago, though pockets 
of home brewers, among others, have kept sap beer 
alive. Now comes a commercial revival: Two weeks 
ago, mattcohen of fiddlehead brewing company used 700 
gallons of lale-season sap from Monkton farmer Matt 
Davis to brew a beer called Frog Run. 

The idea for the brew was hatched when the 
Vermont Folklife Center's archivist, Andy Kolovos, 
stopped at Fiddlehead to pick up some beer. “For a long 
time we’ve been looking for a brewer to partner with 
to do a production of [sap beer] that could serve as a 
fundraiser," says Kolovos. “I asked Matt, 'How does this 
sound to you?' He said, ‘I like it; let's do it.’” 

Inspiration came from an oral history from the late 
Edgar Dodge, a longtime Tunbridge farmer. In the VFC’s 
recording, Dodge recalls how sap beer was an integral 
part of die agricultural cycle, usually ready by “haying 
time” - close to die Fourdi of July. “I doubt if there's 
a barrel of sap beer in the state of Vermont today," he 
muses. “It was a pretty good drink for haying" 

Cohen couldn't find many historical references to sap 
beer, but “[Dodge's] piece led me to believe that people 
direw in any type of fermeniables they had," he says. To 
make his more palatable, the brewer used malted barley. 
"In any part of the process where we'd use water, we 
used sap instead,” Cohen says. Though the sap he used 
had just 1 percent sugar, he expects the brew to taste 
more malty and sweet than hoppy. The name Frog Run 
refers to the peepers whose appearance marks the end 
of sugaring season. 

The beer's release will coincide with a July 7 brewery 
party and fundraiser for the VFC featuring regional 
traditional music. 


CRACK 
AN EGG! 

and see how much 
you’ll save... 

10-40% Storewide 

Thur, Fri, & Sat 





www.KissTheCook.net 

72 Church Screec. Burlington. 863-5226 
Mon- Thur 9:30-6. Frt-Sat 9:30-8 
CLOSED Sunday for Easter 
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re View 

ARTWORKS, WALKS O WORDS 

Plan your visual art 
adventures with our 
Friday email bulletin 
filled with: 

• art news, profiles 
and reviews 

• weekly picks for 
exhibits 

• receptions 
and events 


Subscribe today! 
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Saturdays at Gardener's Supply in Burlington 
April 7, 2012 • 9:30-1 1 : 00 am 
Creating a Backyard Habitat 
Charlotte Albers 


April 14. 2012 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Organic Lawn Care 

Charlie Nardoza 

Forget about harsh chemicals and treatme 

for your grass. Learn how to grow and care 

fora beautiful, environmentally safe lawn. 


sustainable landscape that attracts, birds, 
butterflies and other wildlife, 


GARDINER'S 


(802)660-3505 


■ SP0RTS& FITNESS 
t PHYSICAL THERAPY 
i KIDS & FITNESS 


BE SOCIAL, 
JOIN THE CLUB! 


Social Clubbers like to go out. shop, meet new 
people and win things — doesn't everyone? 

Si gn up to get insider updates a bout local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


seven days.socialclub 


Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

Essex (802) 879-7734 x 2 • Williston (802) 860-3343 • S. Burlington (802)658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 

EDGEVT.COM 


A Place at the Bar «p.3b 

bacon-and-blue dip ($6) and grilled 
Vermont Artisan Cheese Toast Points 
($6). Plates featuring a single local 
cheese come with fresh, flavorful fruit, 
homemade jams and chutney, and sweet 
cheddar crackers ($7-8). The French 
Onion Bites ($6) are a brilliant iteradon 
of French onion soup. Chef Donnell 
Collins takes an escargot plate and fills 
each indentation with a housemade 
crouton, caramelized onions and just 
a bit of rich beef broth, then thickly 
blankets it with gratineed Gruyirre and 
Asiago. The hearty bites may not be the 
most nutritious option on die menu, but 
they will make you feel strong — or, at 
the very least, full 

The bites are certainly better for 
you than the decadent 
duck ketde chips ($7). 

Anyone who’s tasted 
the rendered duck fat 
surrounding a pan of 
cooking confits knows 
exactly what those 
potatoes taste like. 

Forget bacon grease: 
duck fat is the richest 
taste on the planet That 
is, until you combine 
the cone of diick, crispy 
chips with its side of 
truffle aioli. The combo 
of mayonnaise and 
earthy b-uffle flavors with duck fat is 
culinary magic. 

Desserts at the Upstairs Lounge 
offer a reasonable cooldown. Those 
girlie litde macarons you've seen in 
patisseries? They’re double-size at 
Leunig's and available in various flavors 
for $2 a pop. The strawberry-meringue 
cookie was candy colored and filled 
with butter cream that beautifully 
married berry and butter. A raspberry- 
flavore chocolate truffle tasted more of 
booze than fruit, but, like die macaron, 
was S2 and enormous. It was also one of 
the darkest, most intensely chocolatey 
truffles rd ever tasted. 

The damage, sans alcohol and before 
tip, was right around $40 for two hearty 
eaters. A wordiwhile deal, when you 
consider that several entrees downstairs 
hover in the $30 range. 


TRACKS ATTHE PITCHER INN 

275 Main Street, Warren, 

496-6350. pitcherinn.com 

The stately facade and clean lines of 
Warren's Pitcher Inn belie its history of 
hardship: a devastating fire in 1993 and. 


last year, flooding during Tropical Storm 
Irene. Nor does the exterior offer any 
clue that the ground floor holds a lounge 
called Tracks with the cozy feel of an 
Adirondack lodge, a menu of creative 
small plates and the same crisp-yet-warm 
service found at 275 Main, the inn’s 
upscale restaurant Tracks is a relaxed 
place where you can hang your coat on 
the backof your chair but still soak up the 
Relais & Chateaux vibes, not to mention 
sample some seriously tasty food and 
local brew from Lawson’s Finest Liquids. 

It wasn’t so calm last summer during 
Irene, when water from Freeman's 
Brook behind the inn spilled over a 
retaining wall and into the building. 
Now Tracks, which bore the brunt of 


the flooding, is restored to its beamed- 
and-firelit glory. There’s an exquisite 
new pine bar. the Mad River mural 
lias been touched up, and the walls are 
painted in warm tones. Even theantique 
pool table was salvaged and again offers 
entertainment, along with a vintage 
shuffleboard, in the Maple Room, a sort 
of lounge within the lounge. 

The small platesatTracks aren'tc/ieap, 
per se, but they have the same intense 
flavors featured at 275 Main, and they’re 
accompanied by the same imaginative 
cocktails, amazing wine list, and local 
cheeses and meats. Chef Sue Schickler’s 
menu is eclectic and sumptuous, with the 
simplest dish a quintet of crisp, maize-y 
hush puppies ($ 10 ) served with a subtly 
spicy mayonnaise. The rest is more 
opulent, such as duck rillettes ($ 10 ) — a 
luscious treasure of velvety, slow-cooked 
meat served in a ramekin beneath a half 
inch of silky duck fat Smear some on a 
tiny toast, slather with a red-onion relish 
and a sharp little cornichon, and you may 
feel like singing. 

Another standout is a wobbly, warm 
round of Maplebrook Farm burrata 
topped with a heavenly sauce dotted 
with capers and bits of anchovy ($12). 
Fish and cheese rarely share airspace, 
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The trademark attorney's 
letter explains that the 
office compared the two 
slogans - “Eat More Kale" 
and “Eat mor Chikin" — on 
the basis of "appearance, 
sound, connotation and 
commercial impression." 
Since the two "highly similar 
marks" are used on clothing, 
it continued, “consumers are 
likely to reach the mistaken 
conclusion that the goods 
and services are related and 
originate from a common 
source.” 

“Obviously, I think diis 
is die wrong decision," says 


“Bo is not unlike a lot of 
small businesses out there. 
What he's’ getting is 
itially die 
billion-dollar 
cold shoulder 



pressing 
Muller- 
Moore's 
trademark request. 

“We’re going to submit fil- 
ings to show that there is not, 
has never been or is likely to 
ever be any confusion. This 
has become a galvanizing 
issue," Richardson continues. 


Muller-Moore, 
he doesn’t mince 
words. “I've been sell- 
ing T-shirts for XI years. I’ve 


had thousands of conversa- 
ttons about my T-shirts, and 
no one had ever brought 
up this parallel or similar- 
ity, with the exception of 
Chick-fil-A’s lawyers and 
one federal attorney in the 
trademark office," he says. 
“Who are these people? Do 
they have any conscience? 
It’s such a gross misstep of 
intellectual- property-ri^its 
law. I don’t know how the 
lawyers pursuing it can 
sleep well at night." 


but, after spreading bits of this gooey, 
briny cheese on charred toast, you'd 
swear they belonged together. 

The burger is ubiquitous on pub 
menus, but its success usually relies 
on die quality of the meat. The Niman 
Randi brisket used in Tracks’ burger 
practically melts on your tongue. It’s a 
litde pricey at $14. but I inhaled every 
bite of die meat and the perfecdy crisp 
fries nestled around it. 

The inn’s desserts are made across 
the street at the Warren Store. They’re 
$10 each, but should you eschew a bowl 
of chocolate-rum ice cream because of 
price? No, you should not 

— C.H. 

CENTER STREET BAR 

15 Center Street, Brandon, 
465-8347. cafeprovencevt.com/ 
ce n ter-stre et-ba r 

The logo is a big, barrel-like mug 
overflowing with suds. The regulars are 
resolutely of the “Cheers" variety. The 
food comes from the kitchen of Cate 
Provence upstairs. 

Such is the odd mix presented by 
the Center Street Bar in Brandon. 
Sports are on TV, and a chalkboard sign 
recommends Bud Light and Pabst Blue 
Ribbon as d iet meals, yet the other, more 
filling options are prepared (or at least 
conceived) by Robert Barral, former 
executive chef at the New England 
Culinary Institute. He’s also die owner of 
upscale Cate Provence and the Gourmet 
Provence Bakery and Wine Shop just 
down die road. 


It’s clear that the brand-new Center 
Street Bar has already attracted a 
devoted following; many of them were 
sitting together at die bar the night I 
stopped by. I chose a table near the door 
and perused the menu — a succinct array 
of 10 items ranging from salads to pizzas. 

I started widi a Caesar salad ($6.95) 
best described as Romaine and cheese. 



The creamy dressing covered the lettuce 
like a silk robe, full of Asiago and garlic 
flavor. Muted in were crisp, heardi- 
balced croutons. I've never felt more 
indulgent eating a salad. 

Suddenly, my order of baked Brie 
($7.95) seemed a tad redundant, but the 
uncommonly strong cheese served en 
croute had a character all its own. The 
buttery crust left no need for the crostini 


served on die side, but I was more than 
happy to scoop up dried cranberries and 
toasted walnuts to contrast with die 
footy cheese. 

I was surprised to see the bartender 
slip my pizza into one of the commercial 
ovens beside the bar. He explained 
that some dishes are prepared at Cate 
Provence in advance, then cooked or 
warmed downstairs. Perhaps that’s 
why the hearth-oven pizzas upstairs 
cost $5 or $6 more than those cooked 
below. Despite mild reservations, I was 
impressed by die pulled-pork-and- 
caramelized-onion Piggy Pizza ($6.95), 
which bears the more staid name BBQ 
Pulled Pork Pizza at Cafe Provence. 
The crust was a New York-style winner, 
so chewy that I was happy to eat the 
“bones.” The pulled pork was draped 
across the pie like soft, mealy candy, 
flavored with a sweet barbecue sauce 
characterized by aromatic cumin and a 
hint of spice. 

The oven-reheated chicken wings 
were more successful than I’d expected, 
too. I chose to get my dozen wings 
($6.95) tossed with Buffalo sauce rather 
than barbecue. This wasn't just any 
Buffalo sauce, but was mixed with butter 
for a rich, fatty taste tempered by hints 
of vinegar and heat. Gorgonzola dipping 
sauce was like a tangy synthesis of ranch 
and blue-cheese dips, perfect for die 
carrot sticks diat came alongside. 

Best of all, I didn’t have to save room 
for dessert I simply headed to die pastry 
case upstairs and took my chocolate 
roulade to go, buttery burn still on my lips. 



Now Booking 
' Easter Sunday! 


APRIL !: BRUNCH 8 DINNER 


Romantic Dining V Casual Atmosphere 
27 Bridge St, Richmond 
Tues-Sun • 434-3148 


Looking fora new 

RESTAURANT SPACE in 
DOWNTOWN ST. ALBANS? 

Unique opportunity to join the city’s vibrant 
restaurant scene. This Landmark Building is 
being renovated in historic style, with all 



• 2600 SF of street-level space, with parking 

• Front porch for summer seating 

• Half a block from Main Street 

• All new Energy Efficient Systems 

- Office and Residential on Upper Levels 



Spring Special I 


Large 1 Topping Pizza, 
1 dozen wings 
& 2 Liter Coke product 

$19-99 
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CARPENTER!; MAIN 

326 Main Street, Norwich, 

649-2922. carpenterandmain.com 

Until last week, the only time I’d ever 
occupied a table at Carpenter & Main 
was a few years ago, on my birthday. 



Even though the restaurant is one of 
the finest of the fine-dining places 
in the Upper Valley, I preferred (and 
could more often afford) to take a seat 
at the ba r for qu ick meals. U sually, that 
was a plate of duck con fit snlad and a 
glass of red wine — a meal so deeply 
satisfying that I can practically taste it 
as I write this. 

Over the years, chef-owner Bruce 
MacLeod must have noticed grazers 
like me. He recently updated his bar 
o menu to include graduated sizes and 


prices, from morsels ($4 to $6) to 
small plates ($8 to $15) to larger plates 
(which top out at $33 for Rabbit Three 
Ways). Now, more than ever, it looks 
like a classic bistro menu, with a boxed- 
off section for four different kinds of 
mussels and a column devoted to Plats 
du Jour. “My regulars are ecstatic about 
it, so I must be doing the right thing,” 
says MacLeod. 

1 love it, too. While snacking on 
crispy fried chickpeas ($4) with subtle 
Middle Eastern flavors, I soon found 
that even the smallest plates can be 
filling. Take the Mazzamuru ($5), a 
Sardinian bread casserole composed 
of a garlicky slice of bread drenched in 
juices from roasted tomato and spiked 
with Romano cheese. When 1 broke the 
poached egg that covered the entire 
tiling, bright, golden yolk oozed into 
the dish, making it the best breakfast- 
and-dinner mashup you could hope 
to find. How I love thee, poached eggs 
over anything. 

Another nod to vegetarians is a 
trio of glazed and caramelized tofu 
triangles, their corners crisped up and 
their insides subtly sweet and creamy. 
Even tastier were the tiny curried beer- 
and-potato minipies that resembled 
samosas; the zingy mint sauce spooned 
over the top brought the warm, savory 
fillings alive. You get three for $6, but 

The standout is borrowed from the 
entree menu and, even at $13, is still a 
bargain: tender gnocchi bathed in earthy 
brown sage butter and nestled against 
wilted spinach and bits of tomato. It 
almost made the duck confit fade from 
memory. Almost. 


HOURGEASSAT 
STOWE MOUNTAIN LORGE 

7412 Mountain Road, Stowe, 253- 
3560. stowemountainlodge.com/ 
hourglass.php 

Few dining rooms in Vermont are 
more majestic than that of Solstice at 
the Stowe Mountain Lodge, with its 
towering, Adirondack-craft-style walls. 



But the fine-dining restaurant’s bar is 
no slouch in the ambiance department, 
either. Overlooking the foresdike lobby, 
Hourglass is all ski-chic sophistication, 
complete with fireplaces and a giant 
hourglass hanging behind the bar. 

It doesn’t seem like the place to find 
a bargain, but bargains are relative. 
Hourglass is the kind of bar where a cup 
of soup and half sandwich cost $14, but 
artisan perfection is a guarantee — even 
when you're not buying the $38 ribeye 
next door at Solstice. 

Acase in point: the $16 artisan-cheese 
and charcuterie board with which I began 
my meal. Dark, manly house prosciutto 


and Vermont Smoke and Cure's sharp 
pepperoni were simple enough, but the 
local and homemade accompaniments 
made die dish a winner. 

Silken, burgundy-colored cranberry 
sauce went beautifully with the 
prosciutto and alpine Ascutney Mountain 
Cheese from CoH> Hill Farm in Hartland. 
Vermont Butter & Cheese Creamery's 
Bijou was irresistible atop grilled bread 
and drizzled with local honey and raw 
pistachios. Mild, almost sweet Lady in 

MILD, ALMOST SWEET 
LADY IN BLUE FROM WESTFIELD'S 
GOAT-TASTIC LAZY LADYFARM 

PAIRED GORGEOUSIY 
WITH DRIED CHERRIES 
AND RAISINS. 


Blue from Westfield’s goat-tastic Lazy 
Lady Farm paired gorgeously with dried 
cherries and raisins. 

I would have been satisfied if the 
meal had ended there, but then I would 
have missed out on die Taste of Vermont 
flatbread ($15). The crisp, floury crust 
was topped with local apples, Vermont 
bacon and Cabot cheddar, a fauldess 
combination. I improved it by dipping 


More food after the 
classified section. page4i 
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McKenzie, still bringing simple 


■■tf am 


Savor the exceptional flavor on McKenzie Hams 
naturally slow smoked, and delicately 
sweetened witVi pare Vermont maple syrup. 


Celebrate The Season! 


wholesome food values to your plate! 

... 
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the shattering crusts in honey when the 
cheese and toppings were gone. 

Hourglass guests order dessert from 
die Solstice menu. I was disappointed to 
miss die sold-out specialty Snickers Bar 
($ 9 ), made with chocolate cake, peanuts, 
nougat and salted-caramel ice cream. The 
$12 dessert trio was a satisfying if pricey, 
replacement. The artistic lineup included 
a sliver of chocolate cake decorated with 
blueberries and raspberries; and a petite 
round of puff pastry filled with banana, 
then topped with white cinnamon ice 
cream. But the winner of die three, 
standing appropriately in themiddle, was 
a Bailey's cr6me brulee, ideally creamy 
widi an almostmicroscopically diin sugar 
crust. An espresso Madeleine mitigated 
the sweetness, though it didn't bring back 
any fond childhood memories. 

That cheese board, by contrast, will 
surely cause me to wax Proustian upon 
my return. 


LUCY’S TAVERN A1 
THE INN AT WEATHERSFIELD 

1342 Route 106, Perkinsville, 
263-9217. weathersrieldinn.com 

Since coming to the Inn at Weathersfield 
almost a decade ago. Chef Jason Tostrup 
has raked in the honors. Fodor’s named 
die inn's Restaurant Verterra the best 
restaurant in Vermont; and, two years 
ago, Emeril Lagasse trekked here to 
cook with Tostrup. Togedier, diey made 
country-fried quail and apple tart 

So you might expect die chef to have 
become a rarified guy, a man of ideas 
rather than execution. Not at all. The 
lanky, always-smiling Tostrup is equally 
likely to be spotted in the dining room 
chatting with one of his farm partners 
or in the woods leading guests to his 
secret ramp patch. On Verterra 's menu, 
Tostrup can definitely roll out some 
culinary bluster, but he and his staff 
pack just as much farm-to-table passion 
into the casual dishes offered inside the 
cozy, firelit back room called Lucy’s 

It’s a simple but solid menu: burgers, 
frites, fried calamari, Caesar salad and 
the like. Yet, no matter what you order, 
you’ll be pampered with particulars, 
including Orchard Hill Breadworks 
bread and the evening’s amuse bouche. 
On the night we visited, it was an artfully 
quartered deviled egg dial had been 
spiked with Rabbi's Roots horseradish 
and arranged on a plate with a cooling 
but sharp golden-beet confit and a 
buttery wafer. Umami, sweet, salty and 
tart flavors all shared die plate, not 


somediing you bank on when digging 
into pub fare. 

Some dishes at Lucy's can also be 
found on the Verterra menu, such as 
(on diat night) a midnight-black lentil 
soup topped with a dollop of fresh sea- 
bass salad and drizzled with cilantro oil 
($ 10 ). The fish brightened and fattened 
every bite of the earthy soup. 

Next up were rings of calamari 
($11) piled high in a newspaper cone; 
their outsides were crisp and peppery, 
their innards tender and fresh. The 
aioli served alongside was spiked widi 
habanera pepper, sexing up every 
crunch of the baby squid. Also served 
in paper were light-golden, crispy frites 
($ 5 ) dusted with parsley and served 
with a tangy mustard sauce that dwarfed 
their saltiness. 



At $8, the towering Lucy’s 
cheeseburger is a steal: a grass-fed, 
Black Watch Farm patty slathered widi 
caramelized onions and local cheddar, 
then loaded on a toasted brioche bun 
alongside a pile of lightly dressed baby 
greens. Each bite was so rich and wet 
that the juices ran down my chin. 

We had litde room left for our 
last dish, a bowl of housemade 
spaghetti drenched in a crumbly 
sausage Bolognese (SIS), with melting 
squares of tangy farmer’s cheese and 
bread crumbs toasted on top. It was 
impossible to finish diat, never mind 
one of die sumptuous desserts. Still, the 
chef sent out some Meyer-lemon sorbet 
that practically pierced our hearts with 
tartness. That's die kind of guy he is. 

- C.H. 
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Just Say Know 

"It was so excruciating I could barely get through it," author David Sheff said 
of his son Nic's first book, an autobiography about crystal-meth addiction, 
in a recent interview with Seven Days. Sheff captured his own side of the 
story in Beautiful Boy: A Father's Journey Through His Son's Addiction, a gut- 
wrenching. best-selling memoir that earned him a spot on Time magazine's 
2009 list of the world's 100 most influential people. In a talk on Thursday, 
Sheff draws on his own experiences witnessing drug addiction firsdiand 
while sharing research about new forms of prevention and treatment. After, 
Mitch Barron moderates a panel discussion about drug use in Vermont with 
St. Albans pediatrician Fred Holmes and two 
recovering prescription-pill addicts. 

DAVID SHEFF 

Thursday. April 5. 7 to 9 pm, at Burlington 
City Hal I Auditorium. $7-1 5. Info. 357-4616. 
kingdomcounty.org. Read Ken Picard's 
interview with Sheff on Blurt, the Seven Days 
staff blog, at sevendaysvt.com. 
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APR.05 1 COMEDY 

Practical 
Joker 

Hannibal Buress has 
been repeatedly tapped 
as the next new king of 
comedy. He's written 
for “Saturday Night 
Live" and “30 Rock.” 
appeared on Comedy 
Central’s “The Awkward Comedy Show," 

and even garnered Chris Rock's blessing as “the funniest young comic 
I've seen in years." Thankfully, the hype doesn’t appear to have gone 
to the bespectacled young comic’s head. He plows forward with such 
casual topics as ordering new checks 
and buying apple juice, and it's just 
that “bizarro sensibility," as New York 
Magazine puts it. that makes him so 
winning. Offhandedly hip and deliciously Info. 656-2076. 
deadpan, he brings on a laugh attack at a 
free UVM show. 


HANNIBAL BURESS 

Thursday, April 5.7 to 8:30 p.m 
at Sugar Maple Bal I room. Da vh 


APR.10 1 MUSIC 

String Theory 


“The most rewarding thing is playing when 80 percent of the audience has never been to a string 
quartet concert,” Takacs Quartet violinist Karoly Schranz told the London Times. “1 always 
compare it a little bit with a bullfight,” he continued, referring to the way the quartet lays into 
the material, time and again, wrangling with it, making it not only note- for-note exact, but also 
musically intelligent If there’s one string quartet to 
see, most will agree it’s Takacs. Highly regarded for 
their dramatic and warm interpretations, the fiery 


TAKACS QUARTET 

Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m.. at Spaulding 
Auditorium. Hopkins Center. Dartmouth 


foursome tackle Debussy's String Quartet in G Minor, College. In Hanover. N 
op. 10, Janacek’s Kreutzer Sonata and Beethove 
monumental String Quartet no. 14 in C Minor, < 
at the Hop. 


A Line in 
the Sand 




W hat is the sound of the Sahara? For 
many, it’s the lilting guitar riffs and 
trance-like melodies of Omara Moctar, | 
aka Bombino, one of Africa's rising stars. Evoking 1 
the dusty desert, the young guitarist and 
songwriter's music has become the anthem of 
the Tuareg a nomadic tribe that's no stranger to 
political suppression. Though he's lived through 
drought, hunger and exile, "Bombino brings a 
message of peace to the world and Is an example 
of the spirit of changing guns for guitars," writes 
Afropop Worldwide. He'll deliver a sandstorm of 
I syncopated clapping with hints of blues and rock 
I and roll in Plainfield this Friday, after an opening 
I set by Miriam Bernardo and JairoSequeira. 

I BOMBINO 

I Friday. April 6. 8 p.m. to mic 
I Goddard College, in Plaintis 
H DJ Satta Sounds and bar se 


light at Haybarn Theater, 
d. Ooors open at 7 p.m. with 
rvice. $15-20. Info. 595-2233. 


calendar 


GET DE STRESS ED TO LIVE YOUR LIFE BEST Under 
pressure? Don't |ust write It off: Stephen Brandon 

Free: preregister. Info 883-2569. ext. 1. P 


kids 



ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: Children and their adult 
caregivers Immerse themselves In singing actlvi- 


FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: Youngsters entertain 



HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: Good listeners giggle 
and wiggle to age-appropriate 1 IL Hlghgate Public 
Library, 11:15 a.m.-1215 p.m.Free. Info, 868-3970. 
KIDS IN THE KITCHEN. Youngsters make and slurp 
up a big batch of pho noodle soup. Healthy Living, 
South Burll ngton. 3:30-4:30 p.m. $20 per child: 

863 2569 aC “ mpany "’ BadUlt: P rere S lsler ln, °- 

MIDDLEBURY BABIES & TODDLERS STORY HOUR: 



MOTHER GOOSE MEETS MOTHER NATURE: Curious 



MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: Two- to 





talks 



ELLEN FITZPATRICK: In sharing condolence letters 



FRANK BRYAN: The UVM professor explarns The 

JEFFREY AMESTOY Recapping the thrilling Prize 

JENNIFER JO HUNG: hie dl rector of the Art History 



scientific practlcesIn'Vltal Dependencies: Bio-Art. 
Architecture and Infrastructures of Care.' Room 





words 

DAVID BUOBILL: The author ofHappy Life, a col- 



NANCY JAY CRUMBINE: By examlnlngthe poetry or 

Col lege professor Identifies the I anguage of 
spirituality. Rutland Free Library, 7 p.m. Free Infct 


POEM CITY 2012: Montpelier celebrates National 





language 




music 

BLUEGRASS HOME Reckless Breakfast and the 

603-44B-0400. 

BURLINGTON SONGWRITERS: Lyricists share and 
critique original works. Heineberg Community & 
Senior Center, Burlington 7:30-9:30 p.m. Free Info. 
8S9-1822. 


HERMETO PASCOAL: See WED.04. Spaulding 





support the Vermont Head Start Association. 
Shelburne Vineyard. 5:30-8 p.m. Free: wine 
available by the glass (proper ID required). Info 



EXCLUSIVE THEATER EVENT: Tile country trio gets 



talks 







calendar spotlight. Burlington City Hall Auditorium 
7-9 pm. $7-15. Info, 357-4616. 

JOHN AKERS: lire Instrumentalist threads musl- 


ItSI BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

I Vf " CONNECT TO M SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON A\Y WEB-ENABLED CELLPHONE FORFRI 
mOOIIe UP TD-THE-MINUFt I Al I NflARI VI MS rtUSOTI IER NEARBY Rl STAU RANTS Cl 
MOVIE THEATERS ANO MORE, 




MICHAEL T. KLARE: The author of Blood and Oil: The 





theater 



STOP KISS': A violent attack shapes the lives of all 


POEMCITY 2012: See WED.04. all day. 

TAKE A LEAP, WRITE A POEM: Generative exercises 
with poet Sherry 01 son aid wordsmlths In putting 


THROUGH THE WARDROBE Rev. Alex Cameron 



YOU COME. TOO: Vermont Humanities Council 
Info 262-2626. exL 307. ^ 


FRI.06 


community 

BURLINGTON PARTNERSHP FOR A HEALTHY 



dance 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: Singles 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE Those keen on Jane 







calendar 



food & drink 


CALEDONIA WINTER FARMERS MARKET: Fleshly 



CHAMPLAIN ISLANDS WINTER FARMERS MARKET 

Congregational Church. 10a.iu-2p.ru Free. Info. 


GREEK PASTRY SALE & TAKE-OUT DINNER: Break 





sugar on snow - pickle Included. City Market 
Burlington, 10 a.m.-3 p.ru Free. Info. 861-9700. 



VEGETARIAN EATING FOR BEGINNERS: Qulnoa and 



120, UVM, Burll ngton. noon-2 p.m, S10: pre register. 
Info 6S6-S429. rosemarle.garrltano@uvm.edu. 

SI Free. Info. 782-6332. 


COMMUNITY EGG HUNT: Kids of all ageshdng 



Info. 524-6393. 


1 tooth decay In kfds ages 7 to?2. DentaUlyglme 
3 Building. Willi ston, 8:30 a.m-4:30 p.m. Free; pre- 

s 




PARENTS PICK 


Aww- 

ww- 

some 

Event 


Cuteness counts at the Billlings 
Farm & Museum's BABY ANIMAL 
DAY. Kids — of the human 
variety — cozy up with newborn 
calves, lambs, chicks, ducklings 
and goslings while learning 
about their care, diet and 
growth from experienced farming 
Interpreters. Norse-drawn wagons provide the big picture, ferrying visitors 
around the Z50-acre working dairy farm to see the cows, horses and oxen. Or 
you can stay inside to craft pom-pom ch icks and lamb handprints. As a parting 
gift, the museum provides an heirloom seed in a paper cup. And, of course, 
they help you plant It. 


Have you seen our new 

B website at kidsvt.com? 

jg 




Find daily calendar updates, 
contests and morel Browse c 
go from your smartphone: mkidsvl 




Free. Info, 651-9692. 


talks 


A WORLD OF CHANGE: GLOBAL ACTIVISM ON 
LGBTI ISSUES: In-person and Skype speakers 
Cynthia Rothschild. Sofia Gruskln, Stephanie 



theater 

FOOLS FEST: To raise fundsfor Edmunds Middle 

Cinder Thrane. gypsy-jazz Dy the Queen City Hot 
Club, dance mu si c by the X-Rays and a food spread. 
FlynnSpace. Burlington 7-11:30 p.ru $25-30: cash 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 



Info 518-523-2512. 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: LOEW 




TAYLOR SMITH & BEN GOLDSTEIN: An alto saxo- 
phonist and pianist Jazz up the audience. New City 
Galerle Burlington. 7 pm. $5: bnng your own wine 
and cheese. Info, 355-5440. 


words 


DAVID BUDBILL See WED.04 Brown Dog Books! 
POEMCITY 2012: See WED.04. al I day. 


outdoors 

BIRD-MONITORINGWALK: Beglnnlngand novice 
winged residents as part of an e-bird database proj- 

WALK IN THE WOODS: Forester Dave Wilcox 


SUN. 08 

activism 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY Supporters of the Occupy 


I KS I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

CONNECT rOM.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR FRE 
mobile 1 r 1(1 TIIE-MINUII ! Al I NDAR EVENTS n US OTHER NEARBY RFSIAURAMS Cl 
MOVIE IllEATERSANn MORE. 







MON. 09 

community 

TROPICAL STORM IRENE SUPPORT GROUP: See 

WE0.04. Rochester High School, S:30 p.m. Free. 
Infa 279-8246. 

NORTHERN BORDERS' FUNDRAISER: Author 
nee Bruce Dern attend a benefit lor Jay Craverfs 




iJluftnaMsa; 


5 CltiAllAKTSMDSIC 

Sunday*April 15, 2 pm 

Barr* Opsra Houi* X 


ra CELEBRATION SERIES 

"Visually riveting!'' J 
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUI 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 



"They 
made iis 
feel like 
we were 
family. " 
And what 
a happy 
and proud 
family they 
are! Anne 
and lared 
Lamere 
and their 


son 

Jackson 
were 

celebrating 
the arrival 

of newborn son Austin Joseph when we stopped by. Austin was 
born on March 27 and weighed 8lb/l3oz. He was 22 inches 
long. We bet that Jackson, also born at CVMC, will be a great 
big brother. We wish the Lemeres a happy and wonderful life - 
they seem to be well on their way. They live in East Montpelier. 
And congratulations to happy grandmother Pam Heffernan, RN - 
CVMC's Emergency Department Nurse Educator. 



Roger A. Krtssa Michael Emily Stevie Balch, 

nowlton. DO. Hammond. Abakan, MD, Urquhart- RN. CBE. IBCLC. 
FACOG. RN. Ob Nurse Anesthesiology Scott, MD, Lactation 
Ob/Gyn Pediatrician Consultant 


3 

1 


= = Central Vermont Medical Center 

= Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org ? 

Central Vermont Women s Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 | 

to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. % 


M0N.O9 1 


calendar 



Qigong Class 

^inp 7 

Wednesday evenings for 10 weeks 

.It A FT II 

Beginning Wednesday, April 18, 6-7 PM 

LONGEVITY 

Acupuncture & Qigong Health Center 


167 Pearl St., Essex Junction 

Qigong 

www.completechinesemedicine.com 

u lht*ncitnt 

Taught by Arthur Makaris, who has been practicing 

- nj 

Qigong for over 30 years. 


Arthur is a licensed Acupuncturist and 


master of Chinese martial art. 

hj.hl.by 

Northern Dipper Qigong will focus on: 

5 

• Essence, Breath and Mind 


• Physical and Energetic Alignment 

mtdii.iion. 

• Opening Qi • Gathering Qi 

-tWL 

To Register Call 879-7999 


Free Soil Test 

for the first 75 visitors to 
smartwaterways.org 

Most lawns and gardens in Vermont don't need fertilizer. 

Keep money in your pocket and excess nutrients out of the lake. 

Don't guess, soil test! 



After you've tested, remember, if needed, fertilizer works 
better in the fall (not spring)! For more information about 
water quality in our region and everyday things you can 
do to prevent pollution, visit our website: 

www.SmartWaterways.org 




I KS I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• ... • CONNECT! TO M-SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WES-ENABLED CELLPHONE FORFRE 

mobile 1 T 10 TIIE MIMJTI l Al I N OAR EVE NTS FT.USOTFIER NEARBY Rt STAURAMS FI 
MOVIE IIIEATERSANO MORE. 



Valley Stage Productions pie seats 

“Terry Plays 
Monk and...” 

An exclusive performance 
by Terry Adams of NRBQ 

Thursday. April 5th, 7:30 PM 
jct.--. Flynn Space. Burlington 

Tickets: $25 adults / $22 students 
Praiff Info: www.flynntix.org 




Sacred Dances 

of Tibet 

Presented by the Gaden Tsatua Monks, UJorld Peace Tour 


sponsored by Moya Center 

Sunday April 1 5th, 3pm 

Champlain College Auditorium Burlington 

Tickets Available 

at Luujuj.flvnntix.org 
or coll 802-86-FlYNN 


Be sure to also visit 

Festival of 
Tibetan Arts & Aituals 

April 5-28 

For o complete schedule of events. 

visit ujuuLU.plottsburghorts.org 







classes 


• LITTLE AS $13. 75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS Al 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENOAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


acting 

ACTING FOR FILM & 
TELEVISION: Cost:$160/class. 
Wed.. 6:30-9:30. Location: 
Waterbury. Info: Dawn Keaion 
498-5051. ruby_lo@ yahoo. 


for an insightful weekly 
utilizing scenes from fill 
and television, Learn to 
your acting for the cami 
deepen your connectior 




Mangione Studio. 266 Pine 
St. 2nd floor, Burlington Info: 
Jackie Mangione. 598-1504. 
jack iepaints@comcasL net 


Jackie Mangione. One-day 
workshop open to teens and 
adults. Using subject matter 


South End Thai Massage. Sue 
Mahany. 752-6342. suema- 
hanyiffgmall.com. fac ebook. 


tension In the back. Great for 
couples, friends and athletic 
partners. Thai massage Is done 


giftofyourhands! 

burlington city 
arts 


BCA 


Call 865-7166 for Info 
or register online al 
burlingtonatyarts.com. 


bodywork 


person, S36/BCA member. 
Location: Burlington City Arts. 
Digital Media Lab. Burlington. 
Need some guidance with 
learning all of the photo apps 
for your smartphone? This 

Hipstamatic. 6x6, Pixlromatic. 
8mm movie and others. 
Resolution editing, pnnting 
options and more will be cov- 
ered. Bring your phone! 

cooking 


ayurveda 

GRACEFULLY CLEANSE W/ 
AYURVEDA: Apr. 14. 1:30-330 
pm Cost: $4S/2-hr. class. 


ayurvedavt® comcast.net 
ayurvedavermonl.com. 


Ayurveda to cleanse at home 

Allison Morse. Thlscleanse is 
nourishing and gentle, and 
tailored to your needs. It will 
involve a simple mono-diet 
self-massage, gentle yoga anc 


and make a great gift for 
Mother's Day! 

PHOTO: IPHONE/ ANDRIOD: 


ACCESS CLASSES IN 
HINESBURG AT CVU HIGH 
SCHOOL: Location: CVU 
High School, 369 CVU Rd.. 


cycling 


p.m.Cost: $200/sliding scale, 
3 2-hr. classes. Location: Pine 
Street Studios. 339APine St 


$80/person, S72/BCA member. 
Clay sold separately at $20/25 
lb. bag: glazes & firings Ind. 
Location: BCA Day Studio, 


method for making your own 
ceramic planters. Decorate 
your pot with high-rellef tech- 
niques to create sculptural pat- 


in needed to keep your 


dance 

DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 

Burlington. Info: Victoria. 
598-1077. Info@salsalina.com. 
Salsa classes, nightclub-style. 


walk-in classes. Wednesdays, 
7:15p.m. S13/personfor 1-hr, 


LEARN TO DANCE W/ A 
PARTNER!: Cost: $50/4- 


First Step Dance, 598-6757, 
kevin@firststepdance.com, 
FirstStepDance.com. Come 
alone, or come with friends, bu 


uthentic Thai Food. May 17. 

5. S35. Gelato. Sorbet Italian 
:e. May 14, $25, Learn a basic 
ustard and create fruit-based 
taiian icecream.' Fresh Berry 
ie!. May 9, $25. Prepare a 


HOME-MOZZARELLA -MAKING 
CLINIC: Apr. 28, 1-230 pm. 
Cost $3 5/person. Location: 
Inspired Yoga. 1077 Rte. 242. 
Jay. Info: 323-7911. jay- 
westrieldyoga.com. Learn 
the step-by-step process of 
crafting your own mozzarella 


999-4255, spaton55®gmail 
com. Burlington! Beginners' 
Taiko starts Tuesday. April 
24: kids. 4:30 p.m.. S60/6 
weeks: adults. 5:30 p.m.. S72/6 

Montpelier Thursdays! Voudou 
drums start April 5,130- 
2:30 p.m., $45/3 weeks. East 
Montpelier Thursdays! Djembe 
starts April 5. 5:30p.m. $45/3 
weeks. Cuban congas start 


empowerment 

OISCOVER YOUR PATH: 

Apr. 14. 1-4:30 p.m Cost: 
$40/3.5 hrs. or fun. Location: 
Bethany Church/Chapel 
( labyrinth room). 115 Main 


lie getting a great whole- 
Jy workout! Rhythmic, 
expressive, sweaty. TangoFlow! 


fitness 

WOMEN'S BEGINNER WALK 


mg 


Pllates.l Mill St. Suite 372, 
Burlington. Info.' Lucille 
Dyer, 863-3369. ludlle® 

This 40- minute- beginner/ 

up for the day in a beauti- 
ful way" class Is designed for 
people who love what the 
practice of ballet barre does for 


dent bearing. 

SHAKTI DANCE W/ SILA ROOD: 

Weekly: Mon.. 6:45-7:45 
p.m Cost: $12/single class. 


Mill, 1 Mill St. suite 372. 
Burlington. Info: Burlington 
Dances. Lucille Dyer, 863- 
3369, lnfo@BurllngtonDances. 
com BurlingtonOances. 


Hardy. 223-3246, joanne- 
haidy789@msn.com. Hon 
your unique Self discover 1 
path to success and happiness 
in this informative and playful 


you to access the freedom and 
happiness Inherent within. 
Four dynamic presenters offer 


titonlymattersthat 



YOGA FOR VERMONT CITY 
MARATHONERS W/ ERIKA 
NESTOR: Apr. 23-May 28. 5:45- 

$99/6-wk. series. Location: 
Evolution Ybga, 20 Kilburn St, 
Burlington. Info: 864-9642, 
yoga@evolullonvl.com. evo- 




dance. yoga Brazilian 
base and explodes ml 


drumming 

TAIKO. DJEMBE. CONGAS & 


Montpelier. AIITogetherNow. 
170 Cherry Tree HIM Rd..E, 
Montpelier. Info: Stuart Paton, 


Monday after the runners' long 


TANGOFLOW! W/ CATHY 
SALMONS: Weekly. Wed.. 7-8 
pm Cost: $12/class (monthly 


3369, info@BurllngtonDance: 
com. BurllngtonDances.com 
Explore the energy, sensuality 


time-honored craftof building 
a dry stonewall. Instructors, 
certified with the Dry Stone 
Walling Association of Great 


applications. Instructors: Chris 
Tanguay. Yarmouth. Maine. 
Master Craftsman. DSWA certi- 
fied : Matthew Carter. Topsham 


Gardener's Supply. 472 
Marshall Ave., Wllllston. 
Info: 658-2433. You don't 


PRUNING BASICS: Apr. 12. 
noon-12:4S p.m. Location'. 
Gardener's Supply. 472 
Marshall Ave.. Wllllston. Info 
658-2433. Learn the proper 

ing and improve the health 
of your garden. Instructed 




classes 


GARDENING «PSI 

by Charlie Nardozzi. Free to 

WORKING W/ FLAT STONE: 


Jeffersonville. Info: 644- 5014, 

com. Jeffersonville Quarry 
will beofferlng classes on how 
to work with flat stone. The 


glass 


will be so much fun! 

HONORING HERBAL 
TRADITIONS 2012: 9 a.m. -5 
pm.. 1 Sal. monthly for 8 mos. 


® THE FOLLOWI NG CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AO AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCUSS. 


DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY II W/ 
PAUL ROGERS: May 1-29. 9:30 
a.m.-noon, Weekly on Tue. 
Cost: SISO/course. Location: 
Helen Day Art Center, Stowe. 
Info: 253-8358, education® 


with manual adjustments, 

UNDERSTANDING TRENDS 
IN CONTEMPORARY ART W/ 
SUZY SPENCE: May 2, 16, 


Horsetail Herbs, Kelley Robie, 
893-0521, hlherbs® Comcast. 
neL Horsetailherbs.org. Herba 
Apprenticeship program 


1 applying color, effective 
ntlng of light and shadow. 

1 refining of edges and form. 


WISDOM OF THE HERBS 
SCHOOL: Wisdom of the 
Herbs 2012: Apr. 21-22. May 

& Nov. 3-4. 2012 Wild Edibles 
Intensive 2012: Spring/ 
Summer term: May 27. Jun. 

24 & Jul. 22, 2012. Summer/ 
Fall term: Aug 19. Sep. 16 & 
Oct. 14. 2012. VSAC nondegree 
grants avail to qualifying ap- 
plicants. Location: Wisdom of 
the Herbs School, Woodbury. 
Info: 456-8122 anmeS-wis- 
domoflheherbsschoolcom. 
wlsdomoflheherbsschool. 
com. Earth skills for changing 


art is a great method to get in 
offer adult classes seven days 


for children ages S-6. Classes 
are taught by Benjamin Ptncus 
Sensei. Vermont's senior and 
only fully certified Aikido 


MARTIAL WAY SELF-DEFENSE 

for schedule. Location: Martial 
Way Self Defense Center. 3 
locations. Colchester, Milton. 

martialwayvt.com. Beginners 

welcoming environment a 
courteous staff, and a nontra- 
dltional approach that values 
the beginning studentas the 
most Important member of the 


her highest potential In the 
martial arts. Kempo, Jiu- 
Jitsu. MM A. Wing Chun. Amis. 

VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 
JITSU: Mon.-Frl„ 6-9 p.m.. & 
Sat. 10a.m. 1st class Is free. 


swaff ore! person^ hot mall, 
com. I n this class we wil I use 
Ortho- blonomy to explore a 


lighting techniques, setup 
your photo business, portrait 
posing. Photoshop and more. 
S69/half day. $12S/full day. 

SPRING IN VT PHOTO 
WORKSHOP: May 18. 2 pm.- 
May21. noon Cost: $495/ per- 


\ate. self-corrective reflexes, 
ileving pain relief and st 
■al balance. We will focus 


Old Town Hall S376 Shelburnt 
Rd.. Shelburne. Info: Younge 
Drodul Ling. 684-0452 
Vermont RSL®gm ail.com. 
youngedrodulllng.org. 


tlon while In the sleep state. 
Anyone with an interest 
in Buddhism, beginner or 

precious instructions. 

LEARN TO MEDITATE: 
Meditation instruction 
available Sun mornings. 9 
m.-noon, or by appointment 


Photographic I 




Mountain Photographic 
Workshops. KurtBudllger. 
223-4022. lnfo@>kurtbudl iger- 
photography.com, greenmtn- 
pholoworkshops.com. Spring 


explonng the landscape with a 
camera. During this three- 
day. intensive photography 


pilates 


EVERY BODY LOVES PIUTES!: 


dermatological solutions ft 
everybody w/ skin. Locatioi 
Natural Bodies Pilates. 1 Ml 
St., suite 372. Burlington. 
Info: 863-3369, ludlle® 
naturalbodiespilates.com. 


TheSh 


blowers. We guide you through 
^ making five glass objects that 


helen day 


Center. Stowe. Info: 253^8358. 
educatlon@helenday.com, 


ry shape and nature of art? 
iw does recent photography 
rallel painting? These will 


Helen Day 

Art Center 

STILL-LIFE OIL PAINTING W/ 
EVELYN MCFARLANE: May 

3-31. 9:30 a.m,-12:30p.m 
Weekly on Thu. Cost: $16! 


Herbs. Purple Shutter Herbs. 
865-4372. mfo®purpleshut- 
ter.com. purpleshutterherbs. 


skills, and the inner journey. 
Annie McCleary.director.ant 


language 


In April. Our fid 


martial arts 

AIKIDO: Adult introductory 


& Light), Burlington. Info: 


fomen and children. Brazilian 
iu-JIIsu enhances strength. 


ANNOUNCING SPANISH 
CUSSES: Beginning week 
of Apr. 2 for 10 wks. Cost: 
$175/10 1-hr. classes. Location: 
Spanish In Waterbury Center. 
Waterbury Ctr. Info: Spanish in 
Waterbury Center, 585-1025. 
spanishparavos@gmaiLcom. 
spanishwaterburycenter. 


and IBJJF certified 6th Degree 
Black BelL Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 
Instructor under Carlson Gracif 
Sr. teaching in Vermont born 


massage 

FOCUS ON THE SPINE: May 

$245/14 CEUs ($225 if 

introductory risk-free fee 
offer). Location: Touchstone 
Healing Arts. Burlington. InfO: 


ocation: Burlington 


acting with your 


Imply let 


rt-By 


psychology 


Cost: $ 90/series. Location: 
55 Clover lane. Waterbury. 
Info: 244-7909, Discover your 
unique spiritual path via a va- 
riety of hands-on activities an 


: vc l°P genuine 
sympathy toward yourself. The 
Burlington Shambhala Center 
offers meditation as a path to 
discovering gentleness and 


photography 

ONE-ON-ONE PHOTOGRAPHY: 

Mar. 6- Apr. 11. Location: Linda 
Rock Photography. 48 Laurel 
Or.. Essex Jet. InfO: Linda Rock 
Photography. Linda Rock. 238- 
9540. 1 rp holography -‘com - 
cast.net, lindarockphotogra- 
phy.com. Digital photography. 

your choice: beginner digital 
photography, intermediate 
photography, digital workflow. 


self-help 


CLEARING EMOTIONAL 
PATTERNS: Apr. 21-May 5. 
9-11:15 p.m. Weekly on SaL 
Cost: $60/2-hr. class, 3 con- 
secutive Saturdays. Location 
Psychological Services, 6 
Hlllcrest Rd.. Essex Jet Info: 
Esther Palmer. 878-1588. 
esther@circleofsage.com. 
circleofsage.com. Explore em 

emotions: identify limiting 
beliefs/emotional patterns: 
use essential oils, cognitive 



= CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CUSSES = 


Bao Tak Fai Tai Chi Institute, 
100 Church St. Burlington. 
Info: 8 64-7902. Iptalchl.org. 
The Yang Snake Style Is a 


mgton. Info: 6S8-9440, 
t.com. Often the firststep 
le path to healing balance 


Vermont center 
for yoga and 


WALKING THE PATH OF THE 
SHAMAN: Weekly Individual or 
group sessions as requested. 

Offices. Stowe and Woodbury. 

Finlay & Peter Clark, 2S3-7846. 
peterclarkl3@gmail.com. 
shamansflame.com. Connect 
toamore expanded level of 
consciousness and engage the 

sessions, learn the techniques 
of shamanic active meditation, 
called journeying. Work toward 
healing many ei 
physlca 


support groups 

NAVIGATING THE EMOTIONS 
OF DIVORCE: May VJun. 5. 
12-1:30 p.m.. Weekly onTue. 
Cost S 225/ person. Location: 
Dolan House 156 College 

Condon. 6S1-76B2. Develop 
Insight and skills for navigat- 
ing this challenging process. 
Preregistration and screening 



Week. Art& Nature Week. 


women 

LIVING YOUR WHOLE LIFE. A 

WORKSHOP FOR WOMEN: Apr. 

21. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Cost: 

als. Location: Women Writing 
for (a) Change Studio. Flynn 

Demeter Athas, 865-4416. 
Take time to step away from 
the world and reflea explore 
and refresh your vision of and 
for yourself through guided 
writing activities, personal 
exploration time, drawing and 
collage. Space Is limited to 
12 participants. Registration 


yoga 

EVOLUTION YOGA: SM/dass. 
S 130/class card. S5-S10 com- 

Info: 864-9642, yogatevolu- 



are skll led with students rang- 
ing from beginner to advanced. 


for birth and strengthen 
postpartum with pre-/post- 
natal yoga, and check out our 
thnvlng massage practice. 
Participate In our community 
blog: evolutlonvt.com/evoblog. 
GENTLE YOGA & BEGINNER 


a.m. Cost: $12/drop-in rate. 
10-class cards, mo. passes 
avail. Location: Yoga Vermont 


Burlington. Info: 238-0594. 
kathy@yogavermont.com, yo- 
gavermontcom. Yoga Vermont 
offers ongoing Gentle Yoga 

Ing practice. Our studio Is quiet 

you can bring your own. The 
last Thursday of each month Is 
Restorauve Yoga. 

LAUGHING RIVER YOGA: 


sliding scale $5-15. Cost: $13/ 
class: $110/10 classes: $130/ 
unlimited monthly. Location: 
Laughing River Yoga, Chace 
Mill, suite 126.Budlngton. Info: 
343-6119, laughingriveryoga. 

workshops and retreats taught 


of styles, including Krlpalu. 
Jlvamukti. Vinyasa. Yoga 


and more Check out yoga for 
cyclists starting April Sand 
yogasurf weekend In Maine 


PRENATAL VINYASA YOGA 
TEACHER TRAINING: Location: 
Inspired Yoga. 1077 Rte. 242. 
Jay. Info: 323-7911. Jay west- 
field yoga.com. June 22-24: A 


massage course with Muktl 
Buck, the found ing director 
of the Vedic Conservatory. 
July 28-August16: A VSAC- 
approved 200-hour yoga 


Prenatal vinyasa yoga teacher 
training and retreat. Forty con- 
tinuing education hours. 



They’re alino^f too 
cute to eat. 


d?wi c-fc. life© a turnip, £-a$+er is April 3 th ! > 

Lake Champlain Fresh, All-Natural Vermont made Chocolate Bunnies 


music 


§ 


1 
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A s the leader and cofounder of 
NRBQ, Terry Adams is wide- 
ly regarded as a unique and 
progressive voice in rock and 
rolL The keyboardist's fearless, playful 
approach has long pushed the bound- 
aries of rock, pop. blues and jazz, often 
blurring the lines between them alto- 

This Thursday, April 5, at the Flynn 
Space, Adams will pay homage to an- 
other artist - and personal hero — with 
similar tendencies toward progressive 
music musings, the legendary jazz pia- 
nist Thelonious Monk. In advance of 
diat show, Seven Days caught up with 
Adams by phone from his home in west- 
ern Massachussetts. 

SEVEN DAYS: When did you first come 
into contact with Monk's music? 
TERRY ADAMS: I was living in Lou- 
isville, Ky., at the time, and I was about 
14. 1 was just drawn to buy one of his re- 
cords one day. I don't even really know 
why. I had never heard that music. But 
as soon as heard it, I knew it was for me. 
It just spoke to my spirit I got pretty 
lucky. For my 15th birthday my dad took 
me to the [Mid-Ohio Valley Blues, Jazz, 
& Folk Music Society] festival to see him 
live. I love all music, but I knew he had 
something special to say. 


SD: That must have been a great ex- 
perience, to see him live at that age. 

TA: It was. I remember going up to 
the gate. There was a musician stand- 
ing there and I said, “Hey, tell Monk to 
come over here." And die guy said, “That 
would be very difficult." [Laughs] And, 
of course, it would have been. But I just 
wanted to meet him. And I saw him ev- 
ery year after that And pretty soon, I got 
to know him. 

His music has always been important 
to me. It's involved in NRBQ’s music in 
some ways. And now, finally coming up 
at the FlynnSpace, it’s the first opportu- 
nity I’ve ever had to devote a night to it 
and show people how his music can be 
played in different ways, through dif- 
ferent instrumentation and different in- 
terpretations diat I wouldn’t have been 
able to do years ago because I was too 
busy. So it’s perfect timing for me. 

SD: You actually knew him? 

TA: Yeah. Just by being around a tot. Do 
you know who the Baroness is? 

SD: The Jazz Baroness? 

TA: The Jazz Baroness [Pannonica de 
Koenigswarter, nee Rothschild]. She 
was a pretty famous patron of jazz. And 
she hung around with Monk a lot. I got 
to know her a little bit, and they put me 


on the permanent guest list at the Vil- 
lage Vanguard. So I walked in anytime I 
wanted. 

I had some pretty nice encounters 
with the guy. One night I walked in 
and die place was really crowded. So I 
walked over and asked him if I could sit 
sort of behind the piano and under it, 
because there were no seats left. But I 
wanted to hear the sound, directly from 
the piano, without coming through die 
microphone. And he agreed. 

SD: That must have meant a lotto you 
then. 

TA: Monk’s music meant a lot to me. It 
tells you to be yourself, to persevere. It’s 
about longevity and sticking with your 
beliefs. It sends out that message, you 
know? It’s uncompromising. 

SD: NRBQ is pretty famous for mess- 
ing around in different genres and 
taking a playful approach to other 
people's music, too. When you're do- 
ing something like this, interpreting 
an artist who is so revered, is there a 
hesitancy to push too far? 

TA: Well, you have to be true to it. But 
you also have to be able to be yourself. 
You have to stay inside the songs from 
beginning to end, even through im- 
provising. It’s gotta stay in diere. But it 


swings, and it rocks, and it has a sense of 
humor. It’s got the stuff that we like. 

SD: Without giving too much away, 
how are you reinterpreting his music 
for this show? 

TA: Basically with different instrumen- 
tation and rhythmic feels. We’re using 
instrumentation you wouldn't usually 
associate with that music. The last thing 
I would do would be to get some really 
good jazz musicians and go in there and 
just play it. It just wouldn’t mean any- 
thing in tlie end, for me. 

SD: Last question. You've done some 
pretty incredible things over the 
course of your career, but being on 
The Simpsons’ had to be the coolest, 
right? 

TA: It was! It was a great surprise to ac- 
tually be animated. We also played live 
on film. I don’t know how many other 
people have been on the show both ani- 
mated and as themselves. We were re- 
ally honored. © 


Terry Adams plays the FlynnSpace In 
Burlington thlsThursday. April 5. at 730 


NRBQ play the Tupelo Music Hall In White River 
Junction on Saturday. Apni 7. at B p.m $25. 
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There Can Be 
Only One 

Last year saw the debut of 
the Vermont Battle of the 
Bands in Middlebury. The 
multiday, multi venue throw 
down was a smash success, 
pitting nine local bands 
against one another to vie for 
the title of die greatest band 
in the history of music. Or at 
least die best band, last year, 
in Vermont. 

Eidier way, the contest 
was well received, so it’s 
happening again, with 
a (mosdy) fresh crew of 
contenders. The battle's 
opening round gets under 
way at three Middlebury 
venues this Thursday, April 
5, and runs through Saturday, 
April 7. The final round, 
composed of each first-round 
winner, comes next Saturday, 
April 14, at Middlebury's 
Town Hall Theater. 

This Thursday, the slate 
features rockers prana. 
a finalist last year, at 51 
Main, and two bands that 
are relatively unknown: 
Burlington jam trio nox 
periculum at Two Brodiers 
Tavern and Latin-jazz- 
fiision ensemble mogani at 
American Flatbread. Given 
their success last year. Prana 
would seem to be a heavy 
favorite. But I’ve got Mogani 
as a dark-horse sleeper based 
on the band’s collective 
veteran savvy - though they 
lose points for the picture on 
their website of their bassist 
recording with his shirt 
unbuttoned, chest and belly 
exposed. Do we really need 
to see that, guys? 

Friday's lineup is curious. 
51 Main hosts reggae-rock 
outfit TRENCH TOWN ODDITIES, 
while Two Brothers has 
Windsor-based punks 
the pilgrims. And over at 
Flatbread, attendees can 
get their emo-y pop punk 
on with stag line. The smart 
money here is on Trench 
Town Oddities. Of the three 
bands, they probably play the 


most user-friendly material. 
Still, I’m pulling for the 
Pilgrims. Their 2011 record. 
Nobility, released on What 
Doth Life, wasoneofmy 
local favorites last year. And 
I also just want to seea punk 
band do well in a battle-of- 
the-band competition for 

Saturday night will 
probably bring die hottest 
contests, as it features the 
three most established bands 
in the battle. Reggae outfit 
pulse prophets get irie at 51 
Main. Returning champs 
split tongue crow defend 
their crown at T\vo Brothers, 
and Middlebury stalwarts 
die grft rock die hometown 
crowd at Flatbread. In any 
other bracket, each of these 
three would likely be the 
favorite. But since they're 
squaring off against each 
other, it’s really anybody’s 
game. It's hard not to like the 
champs, though. 

Best of luck to all the 
competitors. And remember, 
it’s not whether you win or 
lose but how you play the 
game. Aldiough die $2000 
cash prize would be pretty 

BiteTorrent 

It's nice to have die Vermont 
joy parade back in town, 
isn't it? The word from their 
CD-release show at the 
BCA Center last Saturday is 
that the band is in dynamic, 
suspender-ific form, which 
Montpelier audiences will 
discover when VJP play 
the Black Door this Friday, 
April 6. (See the spodight on 
page 56) Burlingtonites who 
missed them last weekend 
— and can't make the trek 
to the capital — will have 
another opportunity this 
week, before die Parade hit 
the road again. The band has 
been added to die bill with 
German indie band fenstbi. 
this Thursday, April 5, at 
the Monkey House. VJP’s 
ben aleshire writes that they 
actually got to know Fenster 



well during their last jaunt 
across the pond, and that 
"anyone who loves indie rock 
will love them. Plus they’re 
German and charming." Sold. 

Speaking of the Joy Parade, 
front woman anna parden IK 
has a new album in the 
works with her band anna 

PAROENIK ANO HER APOLOGIES. 

She’s recording die album. 
Clean Again, widi ryan 
power and writes that 
her new material has 
“developed beyond" her 
past work into new and 
contemporary styles. Color 
me intrigued. For more on 
die record, check her out at 

annapardenik.com. 


While we're on the subject, 
Jenke Records founder 

TOMMY ALEXANDER lias a 11CW 

solo record out. Quiet Lion, 
which was also recorded 
with Ryan Power, who 
apparendy doesn't sleep. 
Alexander has a release show 
at Radio Bean this Saturday, 


If you’re heading to see 
LOST in THE trees at the BCA 
Colter on Monday, April 9, 
do yourself a favor and get 
diere early for opening act 
poor moon. One, the band 
features two members of 
fleet foxes, who are rad. Two, 
the band’s new EP, Illusion, 
released last week on Sub 
Pop Records, is just about the 
most blissful 16 minutes of 
music I’ve heard this year. 


Cumbancha artist bombino is 
swingingthrough Vermont 
diis week for a gig at the 
Goddard College Haybam 
on Friday, April 6. The 
last time he was here, the 
Tuareg guitarist rocked an 
endiusiastic crowd at the 
Higher Ground Showcase 
Lounge. Since then, he’s 
been winning over some 
interesting new fans, 
including the black keys, 

ARCADE FIRE and MY MORNING 
jacket. I had one of my 
all-time favorite interview 


□ 


Follow @Da 
Dan blogs i 


I State at sevendaysvLcom/blogs. 






PULSE PROPHETS, SEED 

Sat4/2M0pm/21+/$10 

LAST KID PICKED 

Sat 4/27 * 9:30Dm /21+/S5 

CATS UNDER THE STARS 



Spring Otferloa? 

Mention tWs Ad 

t Gel io /o on 

m sg 

sunUfto** 9"fyH.7sk, 

MOOWtt •n?u dutch!! 


Northern LigSits 

"Thrtobiao ihop uiklitlNhipf ir ftnor" ~ 

CHiink Willin' i 802.86*1.6555 

Hoi-Ilm 10-9; 1-Sit 10-10; inn 12-7 



WED. 04 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE. Scott Mangan & Guests 
(smger-songwmers) B p.m.. Free.^ ^ 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 

LOUNGE: Rasputina Daniel Knox 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Will Patton 
Trio ( gypsy |azz), 7 p.m.. Free. 
MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mic 
with Andy Luga 10 p.m„ Free. 
NECTAR’S TheEdd Effective Dose 

ONE PEPPER GRILL Open Mic with 



RADIO BEAN Shannon Hawley 

c”b (downre^rn pm'' F?« l 

RED SQUARE DJ CreB (hip-hop). 10 


HE SKINNY PANCAKE: P; 



Champlain valley 



northern 


Joy to the World After a fall spent spreading the suspender-fusion gospel 
throughout Europe - not to mention gallivanting with Jared Leto’s band. 30 Seconds to Mars - 
vagabond vaudeviUian aesthetes the Vermont joy parade have finally returned home. What’s more, 
they come bearing gifts. Specifically, a sparkling new album. New Anthem, recorded last summer 
with local producer extraordinaire Ryan Power and released last week. This Friday, April 6, the 
parade marches to the Black Door in Montpelier. 
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moments with Bombino last 
summer. I asked him what it 
was like to be Angelina joue's 
personal guide for her tour 
through his native Niger. 

His response: [Lauding] 
“Beautiful.” [Laughing] 
“Very, very beautiful." Yep. 


The schedule for this year's 
Green Mountain Comedy 
Festival was announced 
earlier this week, and it's 
impressive. From Monday, 


May 21, through Sunday, 

May 27, die fest will feature 
dozens of shows and 
workshops at 13 venues all 
over the state, including 
improv comedy at Signal 
Kitchen in Burlington and 
the BigPicture Theater & 
Cafe in Waitsfield, a “Blue 
Collar" comedy night 
at Venue in Colchester, 
an all-star finale at the 
DoubleTree Hotel in South 
Burlington, and innumerable 


showcases at bars including 
the Monkey House and, of 
course, comedy club Levity 
Cafe. For more info and a 
full list of performers, visit 

greenmountaincomedy.com. 


Higher Ground announced a 
trio of big shows this week, 
including two outdoors at 
die Midway Lawn at die 
Champlain Valley Expo in 
June: June 15 widi Michael 
FRANTI AND SPEARHEAD and, the 


very next day, June 16, widi 
cake. Those are both pretty 
decent early-summer shows. 
But I'm most excited about 
the third: steve martin and the 

STEEP CANYON RANGERS at tile 

Flynn MainStage on May 23. 
Tix for Franti and Cake go 
on sale diis Friday, April 6. 
Tix for Mardn go on sale diis 
Thursday, April 5. 


Last but not least, we made 
a minor boo-boo in last 
week’s column. In it, we 
fawned over Ryan Power, 
predicting huge tilings for 
the local songwriter once 
his latest record, I Don't 
Want to Die, was re-released 
for national consumption 
on local microlabel NNA 
Tapes. We’re still predicting 
good diings for Power, but 
we were just a week early. 
Due to a manufacturing 
snafu, that record is actually 
coming out on Tuesday, April 
10, not last Tuesday, April 
3, as I wrote in this column. 
Everything else, however - 
about Ryan being a genius, 
etc. — was absolutely correct. 
© 



o 

Listening In 

Once again, this week's 
totally self-mdolgent 
column segment in 

| sampling ofwhatwason 
, my iPod, turntable. CD 
player, 8-track player, etc, 
this week. 

Jack White. 

Sixteen Saltines 


I Sees the Light 

Rocket Juice & the Moon, 

Rocket Juice & the Moon 

LateNightTales — Belle and 
| Sebastian (Vol. 2) 

t > 


Being Brave: 



O^antif Ch ilm HI 


www.karmecholing.org 
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CLUB DATES 


nido 



802. 881. 0068 • nidovl.com 
209 College Si.. Suite 2e 


§ 


Watch something LOCAL this week. 




CHARLIE 0'S: Starline Rhythm Boys 
(rockabilly), 10 p.m. Free. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 


RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN 

Friday Night Frequencies with DJ 
Rekkon (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. Free. 

regional 

MONO POLE: Jatoba (rock). 10 pm.. 


THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT & 

TAP ROOM: DJ S llm Pknz All Request 
Dance Party(Top40). 10 pm., Free. 

champlain valley 

(reggae 1. 7 p.m., S5. Fenster (rock). 1C 

AMERICAN FLAT8READ: Stag Line 


SAT.07 

burlington area 


CLUB METRONOME: Rf 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN Ua 


Its (reggae). 3 p.m. $7/10. A/ 


northern 

(bl ues), 7:30 p.m.. Donations. 


NECTAR'S: Hick Redlngton (singer - 
songwnter),7 p.m„ Free. GnppoFu 
Band. 9 p.m., $5, 


BacktoBasics After risingtostordomin the early 2000s on theheelsofcollaborations 
with the Chemical Brothers and William Orbit. British songwriter BETH ORTON abandoned the 
cutting-edge “folktronica" sound that had become her calling card. Her 2006 record. Comfort of 
Strangers, favored a more stripped-down and intimate folk style than her previous albums, while 
retaining her nuanced and affecting writing. This Tuesday. April 10, Orton plays a solo acoustic set 
at the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge. 



champlain valley 

51 MAIN: Pulse Prophets (reggae). 7 

AMERICAN FLATBREAD: Ihe Grift 
(rock), 7 p.m.. $5. 

Earl (Top40). 9 p.m.. Free. 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Battle of 
the Bands: Split Tongue Crow (Indie 

Band (rock), 10p,m.. $3, 

northern 







PARKER PIE CO.: I 


RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

Two Rivers (hip-hop), 10 p.m., Free 
ROADSIDE TAVERN: DJ Diego (Top 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Roots Collider (rock). 10 

TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: All Night 



SUN. 08 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Songwriter's Serles.7 


CLUB METRONOME: Sloe Loris. Fridge 
& the Spins. Iguana Party (rock 
hip-hop), 9 pro $5, 1B+, 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM 

(hip-hop). 8:30 p.m.. $15. AA. 



NECTARS: Ml Yard Reggae Night with 
Big Dog & Demus. 9 p.m. Free. 

(gypsy Jazz! 11 a.m.. Free Old Time 
Sessions (old-time). 1 p.m. Free. 

Rock VT (rock), 7 p.m., Free Stoop Kid 
(rock). 11-30 pm.. Free 





REVIEW this 



The Michele Fay 
Band, Endless Sky 

(SEIF-RELEASED, CD) 

On their first two records, 2008’s 
Live and Local and 2010’s Trccvelin’ 

That Road, Ripton’s Michele Fay 
Band offered down-home roots and 
Americana that, while not especially 
flashy or virtuosic, both exhibited a 
certain humble appeaL In particular, 
die latter album showed marked 
improvement over the band’s debut, 
especially Fay, who corrected blemishes 
in her vocal style and delivered a 
roundly solid performance. Now the 
band is back with its third album. 
Endless Sky, hoping to continue that 
progress. 

Previous reviews of Fay's music 
have referred to her voice as “pleasant" 
And it is. There is an ease to her tone 
that is familiar and calming Hers is a 
voice made for lullabies, tender ballads 
and gentle, mid-tempo Americana Fay 
obliges die last on the opening track, 
“Back Hill Country Tbwn." Laced with 
quaint rustic imagery - cold hard cider, 
crackling fires and dusty back roads — 
she paints a picture of idyllic rural life 
that is equal parts Norman Rockwell 
and Gillian Welch. Fay is a talented 
writer, but it’s her measured delivery 
that really that gives her words life, her 
cozy croon warming like a handmade 

Interestingly, Fay’s greatest asset is 
also her — and ultimately the album's 
- most unfortunate flaw. That taciturn 
approach doesn't always translate, 
especially on up-tempo numbers. For 
example, “FryeburgFair” desperately 
wants to cut loose, like revelers at the 
barn dance for which it might have been 


written. But Fay’s staid delivery here is 
akin to a wallflower, content to sit on 
the sidelines instead of coaxing us onto 
the floor. 

Similarly, cuts such as die 
Appalachian-tinged "Canada" and a 
cover of local songwriter Ben Patton’s 
devilish “Hot Sauce” suffer a lack of 
urgency — and, in the latter, necessary 
heat. Here, Fay delivers saucy lines 
like ‘Gimme that hot sauce, a little bit 
o’ “Hell, why not?' sauce / a smidgen 
of ‘I like it a kit’ sauce / a little bit of 
whoops ie daisy” with all the playfukiess 
of “Fresh Air” host Terry Gross at a 
Twister party. 

But when she's in her comfort 
zone, Fay is engaging And her crack 
backing band follows suit. On die lovely 
“Willa Mae,” Doug Reid’s lithe fiddle 
pirouettes with Fay’s croon, while her 
husband, Tim Price, offers delicate 
accents on mandolin. Noted producer 
Colin McCaffrey, who engineered and 
mixed the record, adds nice touches on 
ukulele. And Jeremiah McLane makes 
some splendid guest turns on accordion. 

Endless Sky has some fine moments 
and would be a worthy addition to the 
libraries of local folk fens. But one could 
long for a more consistent and complete 
effort from this talented group. 

Tile Michele Fay Band release 
Endless Sky at On the Rise Bakery in 
Richmond on Friday, April 13. 

DAN BOLLES 

Nuda Veritas, LIVE 

(SELF-RELEASED. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Burlington's Nuda Veritas has long been 
a study in contrasts. Her 2009 debut, 
Songs for Doing Dishes/Still Lives, was 
a double album that clearly delineated 
the Burlington-based songwriter’s 
competing interests. Dishes offered 
pretty, conventional-ish songwriting 
that was likely the most accessible 
music from local experimental label 
Aether Everywhere. Meanwhile, Still 

musical abstraction more in line with 
the rest of AE’s provocative catalog. 
Veritas’ 2011 record, Verses of Versus, 
corraled those two disciplines into a 
single work of remarkable thematic and 
sonic symbiosis. The album was notable 
both for the visceral power of her 
songwriting and its forward-thinking 
musical dynamism. 


Now Nuda Ventas is back with a live EP 
titled simply LIVE Pulling largely from 
Verses of Versus, it's a chilling work that 

down setting, and sacrifices some of that 
record's head-spinning expenmentation in 
favor of stark intimacy The opening track, 
“Sheets,” was an emotionally crushing 
and musically adventurous highlight on 
Verses, here, with little more than guitar 
and voice, it intensifies That sparseness 
conveys vulnerability as Ventas coos the 
song’s emotional apex “I washed you 
right out of my sheets / so I could be alone 
when I sleep. / 1 don’t need you, / Most, 
most, most of the time / When I need you 
you're not there, I Most, most, most of the 

That's not to say Ventas has 
abandoned her sonic calling cards On 
“Anachronistic Heart," a chorus of looped 

"Opposites Attack" is a prime example of 
her looping prowess, as light handclaps 
and vocal percussion anchor a pulsing 
acoustic-guitar theme and prerecorded 
backing vocals. 



But LIVE is perhaps most notable for 
those moments in which we hear Nuda 
Veritas, well, nude, musically speaking. 
"The Last Hurrah” from Songs for Doing 
Dishes is a gripping guitar-and-voice 
gem. And EP closer “Didactic Ditty" is 
a restless ballad fueled entirely by her 
startling vocal performance and lyrical 
profundity. LIVE presents Nuda Veritas 
as more than a merchant of ear candy. 
She is a uniquely gifted songwriter. 

Nuda Veritas plays the Monkey 
House on Wednesday, April 11. LIVE 
is available for free download at 

nudaveritasmusic.com 


DAN BOLLES 


(§>GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


IF YOURE AN INDEPENDENT ARTIST OR BAND MAKING MUSIC IN VT, SEND YOUR CD TO US! 
DAN BOLLES C/0 SEVEN DAYS 25S SO. CHAMPLAIN ST. STE S. BURLINGTON. VT 0S401 



LOSE WEIGHT QUICKLY • DOCTOR RECOMMENDED 
VARIETY OF PROGRAMS • PRIVATE COACHING 


Essex Junction • 878-4500 
1 Marketplace (Off Suzie Wilson Rd.) 
weighlesscenters.com 

WHO... 


Will help our wildlife, 
if you won’t? 



When you contribute to the £ 

Nongame Wildlife Fund = 

you are helping protect and ^ 

restore Vermont’s endangered 
wildlife like bald eagles and £ 

bats threatened by White Nose g 

Syndrome. > 

Look for the loon on line 29A 
of your Vermont income tax 
return and please remember 
to donate. 







Dessert comes first at this 
Restaurant Week-eve kick-off 
battle where 10 pastry chefs 
from every corner ofthe state 
compete and foodies feast 

U)kDA Jthc 
Swssdsud? 

Scores from celebrity judges — 
Ben & Jerrys cofounder 
Jerry Greenfield, pastry chef/ 
author Gesine Bullock- Prado 
and WCAX reporter 
Gina Bullard — and votes from 
you, decide the winner 
of Vermont Restaurant Week’s 


Signature Sweet 



Verx$nt Federal 

CREDIT UNION presents 



APRIL 27-MAY 4 

VERMONTBESTAURANTWEEK.COM 
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M0N.09 // DUB TRIO [PUNK. REGGAE) 
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MON. 09 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Family Night Open Ja 


Heady Metal The DUB TRIO are not really a dub band, per se. Their “dub” designation 
stems more from their mixing techniques than adherence to irie genre conventions. And they're 
not really a trio either, having recently added an honorary fourth member. And though their new 
record, Another Sound Is Dying, features a bruising mashup of hip-hop, reggae and metal, they’re 
not really a metal band. So, in a roundabout way, it makes perfect sense that they should headline 
the next installment of Metal Monday at Nectar's, this Monday, April 9. SAVAGE HENRY open. 




RED SQUARE: DJ CreB (hip-hop). 10 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE: Pandagrass 
(bluegrass). 6 p.m„ $5 donation 

central 

BAGITOS: Acoustic Blues Jam 6 R.m.. 

THE BLACK DOOR: Comedy Open 


Champlain valley 



northern 

MOOG’S: Rudy Dauth (acoustic). 8:30 


regional 

MONOPOLE: Open MIc, B p.m„ Free. 
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GALLERY pTofile 


Culture Club 

Gallery profile: North End Studio A 


O n a recent Saturday after- 
noon at Burlington’s North 
End Studio A, percussion- 
ists Jessie Nelson and Jane 
Boxall, who have just performed as 
the Snap-Drag drum duo, are disman- 
tling their dueling drum kits. Radio 
Bean owner Lee Anderson is running 
around with an ice bucket, prepping 
for a screening of a documentary on 
the French entrepreneur and pastis 
creator Paul Ricard. Amid the hustle 
and bustle, studio owners Ben Berg- 
stein and April Werner are enjoying a 
sliver of downtime. 

It’s the perfect moment to take in the 
photographs of Burlington artist Robin 
Katrick, on view at the studio through 
the end of the month. Her portraits 
from a recent trip to Haiti depict playful 
children, desperate parents and rubble- 
strewn roads. The exhibit is a searing 
reminder of the lasting impact of the 
2010 earthquake, which long ago disap- 
peared from headlines. 

The designated gallery area at North 
End Studio A is small, but keen observ- 
ers will find more artwork tucked into 
nooks and crannies diroughout the 
building. Bergstein and Werner, the 


couple responsible for the annual Ver- 
mont International Festival, spent IS 
years importing Russian folk art, and 
dieir collection is vast - and still grow- 
ing. Their most recent acquisition? A 
pair of Thai tabletop-size motorcycle 
sculptures made from twisted bamboo. 

THEVENUEHAS 
A DECIDEDLY 
INTERNATIONAL FLAIR. 

IN PM BEMUSE OF IIS 
LOCATION IN THE EIHNICM 
DIVERSEDLD NORTH END. 

The venue has a decidedly interna- 
tional (lair - the last visual art show 
featured work by Francophone artists. 
That's partly because of Studio A's loca- 
tion in the ethnically diverse Old Nordi 
End, partly because of Bergstein and 
Werner’s history of extensive travel. 


For many years, 
beginning in the late 
70s, the couple flew 
all over die world with 
their two folk-dance 
troupes. Green Moun- 
tain Volunteers and 
Folkids of Vermont. 
For six months of the 
year diey lived out of 
suitcases, performing 
at folk festivals in Tur- 
key, Estonia, Japan, 
China and many other 
countries. 

At the same time, 
they began importing 
Russian crafts such as 
matryoshka, or tradi- 
tional nesting dolls, 
textiles and ceramics. 
“Somehow it turned into a real busi- 
ness," says Bergstein. 

As much as he and Werner loved 
their peripatetic lifestyle, it began to 
wear on them. “We didn’t have a place 
of our own,” Werner says. “We would 
take our little band of gypsies and go 
wherever there was a festival." 

Finally, while on tour in Japan in 
2008, Werner suggested that it was time 
to make a change. She must have been 
inspired by the bare-bones style of the 
traditional Japanese washitsu, Bergstein 
says. “She turned over on the tatami mat 
and said, ‘We should simplify our life.’" 

It was their last tour. The couple 
returned to Vermont and began trans- 
forming Studio B, which they had been 
using as their import warehouse, into a 
cultural center. One storage room be- 
came a tango studio. Their loadingdock 
was converted into a black-box theater 
by the nonprofit Off Center for the Dra- 

Bergstein and Werner added Stu- 
dio A last year. That space, which now 
houses the gallery, a stage, a small cafe 
and an office, used to be the Imani 
Youth and Family Center, a social 
services organization that operated 
a monthly food pick-up. When Imani 
closed, Bergstein and Werner made an 
offer on the space. Bergstein’s father 
had recently died, leaving die couple 
an inheritance. 

“What were my choices?” he asks 
rhetorically. “A house in the Mediterra- 
nean? A Mercedes? I poured it all into 
an arts center.” 


Bergstein says he and Werner mod- 
eled their center after the settlement 
houses that he grew up with in New York 
City. The settlement movement, which 
began in the 1880s, was formed around 
the idea that middle-class people should 
“settle” in low-income communities to 
provide social services and enhance edu- 
cational and cultural opportunities. 

Bergstein and Werner offer plenty of 
the latter. Their studios are filled daily 
widi dance and fitness classes, theatri- 
cal productions, the Burlington Westie 
swinggroup, Ronald Braunstein's ME2/ 
orchestra, a Congolese church congre- 
gation, AA meetings, youth dances and 
the Honeybee Press, among other orga- 
nizations and activities. 


Anydiingelse they 'd like to be doing? 

“Roller derby," says Bergstein with a 
gleam in his eye. 

OK, he admits, that might not be fea- 
sible in a space like his. But he and Wer- 
ner do envision starting a music school 
someday, and offering after-school lan- 
guage programs. 

“We've only been open since Sep- 
tember, so everydiing we do is new,” 
says Werner. “Everything we do chang- 
es the place.” © 




Pick up the 
April issue 
of Kids VT 



Amy Thompson Avishai In the Moroccan countryside in the early aughts, only about 16 percent of girls attended school, according to Boston-based 
photographer Amy Thompson Avishai Though she was born on a Virginia army base, Avishai spent part of her childhood in Morocco. She returned to that country in 2004 to 
document life in the all-female dormitories built near secondary schools there. Her exhibit of photographs, titled "Within These Walls: Educating Girls in Rural Morocco,” are at 
PHOTOSTOP Gallery in White River Junction April 7 through 29. The setting is exotic — and the headscarves are ubiquitous — but anyone who’s been to school will relate to these 
girls: They cram together in a crowded study hall; one twists her hair around her finger, nose pressed in a book. In another shot, girls leap (ram bed to bed in a moment of blissful 
anarchy. Pictured: “Study in the Dormitory." 









Ella Skye MacDonald Ella Skye MacDonald was diagnosed 

with autism at age 3. Now a second grader at Stowe Elementary School, she’s learning 
to verbally communicate with the help of a voice- generating device. But Ella has always 
had a powerful voice in her art, say her parents and teachers. Her fantastical drawings, 
usually of animals - chickens on swings, bunnies on a dance floor, elephants in love - 
offer a glimpse into the way Ella views the world. Plus, they're pretty funny! You can 
buy them on T-shirts, onesies and note cards at her website, cllaskyeartcom. April is 
Autism Awareness Month, so Stowe’s Townsend Gallery at Black Cap Coflee is showing 
her work, “Ella's World." through April 30. Pictured: “Barking" 



Graphic Design | Music Composition | Visual Art 
Writing | Writing for Children & Young Adults 


FREE Appliance Round Up! 


Saturday, April 7 • 8 am - 3:30 pm 

At all CSWD Drop-Off Centers 
Fri & Sat April 6 & 7 at the Williston DOC only 

Air conditioners, boilers, dehumidifiers, dishwashers, 
dryers, freezers, fridges, furnaces, microwaves, 
stoves, trash compactors, washers, water coolers 
& water heaters. 

★ For safety reasons, please remove doors from 
latch-style fridges and freezers. 

Limit: 3 appliances per household. 

Hound up open to Chittenden County households only. 

*<SWV7[rft CHITTENDEN lilYlijmil 
3<§> Werf 1 Sol id Waste District LgzQTnJ 


VC FA . 

colle°g n e t Now Accepting 

arts Applications 9 


ow-Residency Master of Fine Arts 





Order by the pallet, 
tandem load or come 
pick your own for 
just .10 cents per pound! 


Vermont j 

Affordable Blue Stone 

fully permitted quarry in beautiful Jeffersonville Vermont. 

We offer hand picked irregular stone that is both durable 
and weather resistant Our blue quartzite, clay based flat 
stone come In hues of blue, grey and green with saver 
sparkles of garnet throughout Easy to split and shape for 

have planned if your desire Is to have the dramatic effect 
of using native Vermont stone. A naturally “green" and 

Jeffersonville Quarry 

4405 VTRTE. 15 Jeffersonville, VT 05464 
802.644.5014 • Cell 802-355-7456 



Good Manners 
Agility 
Disc Dog 
Nose Work 
Outdoor 


Distraction 


Therapy Dog 

Rally-0 

Trelbball 


Call Today to 
Reserve Your Spot! 


Show Me 
the Biscuit! 


to New 

' * .•* 
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‘Shaping Pages’ Unconventional bindings! Intricate folds! Pop-up 
pages! Who doesn't love books that can do more titan flip their pages from side to side? 
The Book Arts Guild of Vermont is filling Burlington's S.PA.CJL Gallery through April 
28 with unusual artist books as part of its annual member exhibition. Get ready for 
accordion-folded watercolor paintings and Maryann Rikeris “He Chirps Before Fire” 
(pictured), which looks more like a bejeweled dwelling for a tiny, elegant doll than 
anything you'd find in the library stacks. Paper kings and queens, unite! 


CENTRAL VERMONT l 





champlain valley 

BONE STRUCTURES': Artwork informed by the 
human body. Through April 21 at Chaffee Art Center 
In Rutland. lnlb,77S-03S6. 

students. April 5 through 12 at Johnson Memorial 
Building. Mlddlebury College. Info 443-3168, 
'ENVIRONMENT AND OBJECT IN RECENT AFRICAN 
ART: Artworks made offound objects and used 
materials and reflecting the envlronment'simpact 
on contemporary Afrlcanllfe Through April 22 at 
Mlddlebury Col lege Museum of Art. Info. 443-3168. 

Grantee Nissa KauppIla.Genlse Park. Julia Purintnn. 

Through May 9 at Edgewater Gallery In Mlddlebury. 
lnfa4S8-0098. 


INVISIBLE ODYSSEYS': Autobiographical 




northern 

ALICE OUNN: "My Favorite Things'" ol I and acrylic 
paintings. Through April 30 at Island Arts South 
Hero Gallery. Info. 489-4023. 


APRIL ARTISTS: Work by watercolorist Jeanne 



Apnl 13 at Gal lerla Fine Arte In Stowe. lnfo B 253-769l. 
CHIP TR0IAN0: Photos of Bhutan and of the 



ART SHOWS 




Barre 476-7446 
V^St. Albans 527-05 
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MASTER 

YOUR FUTURE 

WITH CHAMPLAIN'S ONLINE 
GRADUATE STUDIES PROGRAMS 


Master's in Business Administration 

Oir program is tha only accredited online MBA 
1 program that uses project-based learning to link 
management theory to applied practice. 

Master's in Managing Innovation & IT 

Our practical, experience-based master's degree 
program focuses exclusively on the effective use 
of IT from a manager’s perspective. 

Flexible Online Format 

Our experience-based format altows you to 
network with other mid-career executives and 
share real-world experiences. 


CALL 1-866-282-7259 




movies 


We Need to Talk About 


Kevin ★★★★'* 


E veryone knows having kids chang- 
es everything Remember the ten- 
der scene in Lost in Translation 

lert Johansson that, once you do, “Your life 
as you know it is gone, never to return?" He 
goes on to wax poetic about the ways chil- 
dren change things for the better and “turn 
out to be the most delightful people you’ll 
ever meet." This is the way it's supposed to 
work. 

We Need to TalkAboutKevinis about what 
can happen when it doesn’t Tilda Swinton 
delivers a raw and riveting performance as a 
woman whose life is transformed by the ex- 
perience of motherhood into a waking night- 
mare. Eva Khatchadourian, we ascertain 
through flashbacks, was something of a re- 
luctant parent, a successful travel writer not 
particularly eager to give up globe-trotting 
for an extended stay in suburbia. 

But that’s where she finds herself after 
marrying her genial boyfriend, Franklin 
(John C. Reilly), hearing the pitter-patter of 


little feet and tradi ng her Manhattan loft for 
a McMansion. In her firstborn's first months, 
Eva is unsettled by the sound of his nearly 
constant crying What makes the sound par- 
ticularly unsettling is the eerie fact that the 
boy wails only in Eva's presence In a telling 
scene, she holds the baby in front of her face 
and forces a fake smile to assuage him. 

It'S a key moment because, the next thing 
we know, Kevin is 6 or 7 and taking smiles 
of his own. When they're alone, he torments 
his mother in any number of ways. He glares 
at her demonically. He goes all Jackson Pol- 
lock on a room she's just decorated. He 
mocks her attempts at toilet training soiling 
a fresh diaper just as she's finished changing 
a full one Yet, in the second it takes for the 
door to open and Frank! in to enter the home, 
Kevin's expression changes from menacing 
to cheerful. 

Three actors play the boy at different 
stages. Rock Duer's a shoo-in if they ever 
make Satan: The Toddler Years, and Jasper 



evil even in pull-ups, but it It Ezra Miller as 
the adolescent Kevin who makes you believe 

ster. This is one of the past year's most un- 
derpraised performances. 

The film is the latest from the gifted Scot- 
tish director Lynne Ramsay (Ratcatcher) and 
has been adapted from the celebrated novel 
by Lionel Shriver. Ramsay has scrambled the 
chronology so as to make clear from the be- 
ginning that an atrocityofsome sorthasbeen 
committed at the local high school and that, 
in its aftermath, Eva has become a psycho- 
logically shattered pariah. She spends much 
of the movie reliving the events that led to 
her son’s violent act in an effort not only to 
comprehend it but to determine the degree 
to which she may have been complicit. You 


might call it the mother of all guilt trips. 

With the possible exception of Melancho- 
lia. thi s is the d arkest, most disturbing picture 
1 saw last year. It s also one of the most mas- 
terfully crafted, superblyacted and brilliantly 
written. Ramsay has few contemporary peers 
when it comes to conveying a theme or evok- 
ing a mood through visuals a gift that's be- 
come rare in cinema and We Need to Talk 
About Kevin offers a feast of striking images. 

If you appreciate fearless moviemaking that 
grapples with the modern world’s tougher 
truths, its a film you need to see. © 

RICK KISONAK 
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REVIEWS 


Mirror Mirror ★ ★ ★ 


A s the end credits of Mirror Mir- 
ror roll, the whole cast prances 
and sways into a Bollywood-style 
dance number, and suddenly it’s 
clear what the movie needed: more of that. 
This family film comes off as a medium-clev- 
er stage musical transferred to the screen, 
hut something's missing. Some would say it's 
action. While its humor evokes the Pirates of 
the Caribbean movies. Mirror Mirror lacks 
the hectic, expensive busyness that made 
them hits. (Here, an acrobatic attack by little 
people on stilts passes for a big action scene) 
Explosions might have vouchsafed the flick 
a bigger box-office take but this critic would 
have preferred the inclusion of another miss- 

Mirror Mirror was directed by Tarsem 
Singh, who can be counted on to make films 
so visually sumptuous that you want to live 
inside them even when the rest of them is 
risibly terrible (viz last fall's Immortals). It 
has a stri ki ng look missing from other recent 
filmic fairy-tale retellings, like an animated 
series of illustrations for a mod-era edition 
of the Grimms' “Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves,” Snow (Lily Collins) and her nem- 
esis, the Queen (Julia Roberts), rock floor- 
length, buttercup-yellow satin capes, puffy 


sleeves. Elizabethan collars and outre color 
combinations. The settings are spectacu- 
lar and static, like painted backdrops: the 
Queen's throne room opens on the clouds, 
os if she ruled the whole cosmos (shades 
of Beigman's The Magic Flute), and the 
dwarves inhabit a birch wood dad in seem- 
ingly perpetual snow. 

What happens on this canvas? Updat- 
ing fairy tales into modern coming-of-age 
stories isn't easy, especially when one’s pro- 
tagonist is as prettily passive as Snow White. 
Writers Melissa Wallack and Jason Keller do 
their best to emulate Disney's Enchanted and 
Tangled, which tweak the nose of traditional 

Shrek-like self-referentiality. (Mirror Mirror 
does periodically break the fourth wall, as 
when the prince objects to Snow White's at- 
tempt to play hero that the dassic boy-saves- 
girl model is “focus-grouped, and it works!") 

In this version, the Queen is still vain; 
she condemns Snow to death for derailing 
her efforts to wed a prince (Armie Hammer) 
some years her junior. But she doesn't bother 
asking her mirror who’s the fairest because 
she knows it doesn't matter as long as the 
fairest is clueless and ineffectual. Finally, our 
villain has become the 1 percent, bleeding 



funds for her frivolities from the peasants. 
When Snow reaches the forest and enters 
the tutelage of the seven dwarves - now a 
fierce bandit gang her story takes a Robin 
Hood turn. 

The script is rich in silly humor, but it 
exercises restraint in pandering to a younger 
audience. (Translation: It’s light on the lart 
jokes.) The dwarves have distinct and color- 
ful personalities, while Hammer delivers an 
uninhibited comic performance reminiscent 
of a young Brendan Fraser he's ridiculous- 
ly handsome and ridiculous, period. Roberts 
dials it back more; her dry Queen suggests a 
seen-everything divorcee stirring up trouble 
on "Desperate Housewives,” not a psychotic 
enchantress. But she's still amusing, as is 
Nathan Lane as tier dithering chamberlain. 


Collins is no Amy Adams, but she looks her 
sketchily written pan, and manages to be 
alternately simpery and plucky (toward the 
end. happily, the pluck takes over). 

Kids expecting something like Tim Bur- 
ton's Alice in Wonderland may find Mir- 
ror Mirror slow and claustrophobic, while 
adults are more likely to appreciate its over- 
designed world. There's something so exces- 
sive and un- Hollywood about Singh's visual 
sense that it’s easy to imagine a crazy Dis- 
ney-Bollywood-Wtzanf of Oz hybrid strug- 
gling to escape from the constraints of this 
focus-grouped, tween-taigeted film. And I, 
for one, would like to see that movie — with 
singing © 

MARGOT HARRISON 







NEW IN THEATERS 

AMERICAN REUNION: The gang of high 
schoolers from American Pie. now married 
and well on their way to middle age, reunite to 
reminisce about the good of days and probably 
get involved In some bawdy shenanigans In 
this comedy. With Chris Klein Jaso n Biggs. 

Hurwitzand Hayden Schiossberg (Harold & 
Kumar Escape from Guantanamo Bay ) directed. 
(113 min R. Bijou, CapItoL Essex. Majestic, 
Marquis. Palace Roxy. Sunset WeldenJ 


TITANIC: James Cameron gives his 1997 



OiCaprio, Billy Zaneand Kathy Bates. (196 min 
PG-13. Capitol (3-0). Essex |3-01. Majestic (3-0]| 


WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT KEVIN****l/2 

Tilda Swi nto n plays a mother beginning to 
suspect there maybe something very wrong 

Cellar) Ramsay. With John C Reilly. (110 mm ft 
Palace) 


NOW PLAYING 

21 JUMP STREET**** Jonah 
Charming Tatum play pi 


olllta 


ally) ro 


s comedy based on the TV series 
that launched Johnny Oepp back in the day. 
With IceCube. Phil Lord and Chris Miller [Cloudy 
With a Chance ofMeatba/ls) directed. (109 
min a Bijou. Capitol. Essex. Majestic. Marquis. 


5F VALOR** Re 


I Navy SEALS partlcipa 


the Navy reportedly had a final cut. With Alex 
Veadov, Roselyn Sanchez. Nestor Serrano. Scott 
Waugh and Mike McCoy directed. [Ill min a 


from writer-director Michel Hazanavldus, whic 
Is itself black and white and almost entirely 
silent. With Bdrtnlce Bejo. John Goodman. 
James Cromwell and a cute dog. (100 min. 

DR. SEUSSTHE L0RAX**l/2 Dr. Seuss’ 


suburb (voiced by Zac Efron) takes up the cause 
of the trees to Impress a girl (Taylor Swift). 

With Ed Helms and Danny DeVito voicing the 
Lor ax. whom you may have noticed recently 


tic (3-D) Marquis. Palace. Sunsi 


FRIENDS WITH KIDS***l/20oes child rearing 
get easier when It's shared by two best friends 
who a rent lovers? A platonic couple decides to 


ratings 

* = refund, please 

** = could've been worse, butnotalot 


**** = smarter than the average bear 
***** = as good as it gets 


RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEWE 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON AR 

COURTESY OF METACRITICCOM. W‘ "" " 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


■I i OUNTRV S mum wiiji I , 


(108 min R. Palace, Savoy) 

THE HUNGER GAMES**** A teenager 
(Jennifer Lawrence) volunteers to replace 
her sister In a televised gladiatorial combat 

Co kins' best-sell ing^young-adult novel . set in a 

Hemsworth. Woody Harrelson and Stanley Tuctl. 
Gary Ross directed. (142 min. PG-13, Big Picture. 
Bijou. Capitol, Essex. Majestic. Marquis. Palace 
Paramount Roxy Stowe. Sunset Welden) 

director 3 Phyllida (Mamma Mia!) Lloyd. With Jim 
BroadbentasOenis Thatcher. (105 min. PG-13. 
Palace; ends 4/5| 

JEFF. WHO LIVES AT HOME* * Jason Segel 

(Cyrus), chroniclers of the slacker lifestylepar 
excellence. Ed Helms. Susan Sarandonand Judy 
Greer also star. (83 min. R. Capitol. Roxy) 

JOHN CARTER*** Disney plundered the non- 
Tartan-related work of Edgar Rice Burroughs for 

Kitsch) who somehow finds hlmselffighting 
aliens on Mars. With Lynn Collins and Willem 
Defoe. Andrew (WALL-E) Stanton directed. (132 
min PG-13. Majestic (3-01, Marquis; ends 4/S) 


JOURNEY 2: THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND** 

Brendan Fraser didn’t return for this sequel to 



Vermont's own Luis Gutman. Brad Peyton 
directed, (94 min, PG. Sunset; ends 4/8) 
MIRROR. MIRROR*** Get ready for an 
onslaught or Snow White movies! In this one. 
which takes a comedy route Julia Roberts plays 

as her prince plus Sean Bean and Nathan Lane. 
Tarsem ( Immortals) Singh directed. (106 min. 
PG. Bijou. Capitol Essex. Majestic. Marquis. 
Palace. Roxy. Stowe) 

PROJECT X*l/2 This week in fake-found 

hoping moviegoers would come expecting a 
real-life version ofhlsThe Hangover. With Oliver 
Cooper. Jonathan Daniel Brown and Thomas 
Mann. Nlma Nouncadehdlrected. (88 min R. 
Essex. Sunset: ends 4/8) 

SAFE HOUSE* A deserter from the CIA ( Denzel 
Washington) emerges from hiding and enlists 
a less experienced agent (Ryan Reynolds) to 

director Daniel Espinosa With Brendan Gleeson. 
Sam Shepard and Vera Farmlga, (115 mlnR- 
Sunset: ends 4/8) 

SALMON FISHING IN THE YEMEN*** Ewan 
McGregor's struggle to satisfy a sheiks whim of 
fly-fishing in the desertbecomes a metaphor for 

Hallstrdm. With Emily Blunt and Kristin Scott 
Thomas. (107mln, PG-13. Palace, Roxy) 

THE SECRET WORLD OF ARRIETTY**** 
(SpmtedAway) comes ai adaptation of Mary 
4- inch-tall family dwelling secretly In the 
of Will ArnetL Amy Poehler and BrldgilMendler. 




Spring shoes, dresses 
and accessories that 
won't break the bank. 


•OTSIES 


BAKERY try 5 of our great 

micro brews forts 


On Jap at ‘Tlie Village Cup 
&' Caroline’s Tine ‘Dining: 


Celebrate the efegati 
of a bygone era 


30 Rt 15, Jericho, VT 05465 

802-899-2223 • CaronlinesVT.co 


If you are a good listener, have an open mind and want to be a friend, we 
invite you to contact us to find out more about serving as a volunteer mentor. 
For more information, please call Pam Greene at 
(802) 846-7164 or pgreene@mercyconnections.org 

Mentor orientation begins May 2nd qt 5:30pm 


Support a woman making the transition 
from prison back into the community 


movies 


READ BOOKS 



BOOKSHOP 


YOUR LOCAL SOURCE 
SINCE I99S 


14 CHURCH ST • BURLINGTON, VT 
CROWBOOKS.COM • (802) 862-0848 


Tuesday 



T ■ mi 


SATURDAY, APRIL 7 
PASTRY SALE 
STARTS AT10A.M. 

Baklava 

Melomakarona 

Kourabiedes 

DINNER 11A.M.-7P.M. 
Eat-In -Take-Out 

Chicken Souvlaki 
& Beef Gyro Dinner 

includes Rice Pilaf& Greek Salad 

Comer of Ledge & S. Willard 
Burlington • 862-2155 


show times 

(•)= NEW THIS WEEK I N VERMONT 

Tl MES SUBJECT TO Cl IANGE WITHOUT NOTICE . 

FOR UP-TO-FIATt TIMESVISI7 SEVENOAYSVT.COM/MOVIES. 





2 3:30 5. 6:30, 8. 9:25. Z1 




& 3:45 (Sat& Sun only! 
Gamesl2:4S& 3:40 (Sat 




THE SAVOY 
THEATER 




(Sat & Sun only). 6:30. 
(Sat & Sun only) 6 8: IS. 


STOWE CINEMA 3 
PLEX 



SUNSET DRIVE-IN 






Iff! I LOOK UP SHOWTIMES ON YOUR PHONE! 

' , 7.1 I I TOM.SEVENDAVSVT.COM ON ANYWF8 fNASLFn CELLPHONE FOR FREE 

mobile ■ ' iii mim n" '.'.'in ii ■ ii vii 

CLUB flATES. EVENTS ANTI MORE. 


2&4 (Sat & Sun only). 








Hiromasa Yonebayashl directed. (95 min. G. 
Savoy: ends 4/5) 

A SEPARATI0N***l/2 An Iranian couple seeks 



Language Rim Oscar from director Asghar 
Farhad i. Starring Peyman Moadi, Leila Hatami 
and Sareh Bayat. (123 mlrt PG-13. Savoy) 


THE WOMAN IN BLACK** In which Harry 
Potter grows up fast. Oamel Raddlffe plays a 
rather young widower with a child who stumbles 



WRATH OF THE TITANS** C lash of the Titans 
was surprisingly lacking in clashing titans — the 
progenitors of the Greek gods — so the sequel 
remedies this problem by pitting those 
curmudgeonly elders againstZeus. Perseus, et 
al- Not that itmatters^as long as CGI monsters 

Pike. Jonathan (Battle: Los Angeles) Liebesman 
directed. (99 min. PG-13. Bijou. Essex [3-0|. 
Majestic (3-D). Palace. Paramount. Roxy. Sunset 


NEW ON VIDEO 

THE DOUBLE H0UR***1/2A hotel chamber- 
maid meets a security guard and soon Finds 
herself embroiled in a labyrinthine plolin this 
thriller from Italy. Ksenia Rappoport and Filippo 

min NR) ^ 


IN THE LAND OF BLOOD AND HONEY*** Two 

young Bosnians find thelrrelationship strained 
to the breaking point when they end up on 
different sides of the ethnic divide In this drama 
set during the Bosnian war. It's Angelina Jolle's 
directorial debut Starring Zana Marjanovlc and 
Goran Kostlc. (127 min. R) 

TYRANNOSAUR: An angry alcoholic widower 
meets a Christian charity worker with a dark 
secret In this gritty film from the UK. directed by 
Paddy Consldlne. Peter Mullan. Olivia Colman 
and Eddie Marsan star. (91 min. NR. Read Margot 
Harrison's Movies You Missed review this Friday 
on our staff blog. 8lurL) 


WAR HORSE*** Steven Spie 



he moves through the fray. W 
Emily Watson. David Thewlis ; 
(146 min, PG-13) 



WE BOUGHT A ZOO*** Matt Oamon plays a 



and Elle Fanning. (124 mlrt PG) 



Movies You Missed 32: Corman’s World: 
Exploits of a Hollywood Rebel 

Lots and lots of movies never (or only briefly) make It to Vermont theaters. Each week 
Margot Harrison reviews one that you can now catch on your home screen. 

This week in movies you missed: Celebrate the start of drive-in season (the Sunset is 
open!) with a documentary about the king of good old bad B-movies. 


I He gave Ron Howard his first directing gig. He 
helped Joe Dante, Martin Scorsese, Janies Cameron 
and Jonathan Demme get thdr starts. He produced 
nearly 400 movies, starting in 1954, and is still 
working But if you're young or unversed in film 
history, you may never have heard of Roger Corman. 

So long and colorful is this soft-spoken mogul’s 
career as the “King of the Bs" that someone already 
made a documentary about him, way back in 1978. 
But that was before VHS technology ended the 
golden age of the grind house and drive-in, before 
movies like Corman’s started going straight to DVD, 
before he was finally honored by the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, and before he 
found himself making films like Dinoshark for SyFy. All those developments are 
chronicled in Alex Stapleton's Corman’s World— 






This Spring 
your sweet tootk! 


with Alex & Ani Bangles! 



FREE PAIR OF SOCKS 

WITH ANY SHOE PURCHASE 


20% OFF 

any regular-price new balance footwear 

* 




SIGN UP FOR FREE GIVEAWAYS! 

Save on Clothing, Sunglasses, Heart Rate Monitors, Watches. Fuel Belts a me 






JAY ^ PEAK 


SPLASH + STAY 


Stay in a studio suite in the new Hotel Jay 


From just 


SPLASH + STAY PACKAGES INCLUDE: 

-> Lodging 

Unlimited daily access to the new 
Pump House Indoor Waterpark 
Free lodging for kids 14 & under 
-> Free waterpark access for kids 14 & under 
Daycare for kids ages 2-7 
-> Access to the Ice Haus indoor arena. 

-> Internet access 


GET A $25 MOVE UP GIFT CARD WHEN 
YOU RESERVE ONLINE 


NEW ARRIVALS SALE! 


STREET, BURLINGTON Monday - Salurday 10-6 Sunday 12-5 • 862-5056 • www.burlingtonfurnilurecompany.com 


* 


WE RE STILL OPEN 
for skiing and riding. 


Ski the rest of this year for free and get two 
Pump House Indoor Waterpark day passes 
per Adult, Senior or College pass deal. 


Call 802.988.261 1 or jaypeakresort.com 


BUY YOUR 201 2+13 PASS NOW 

AND LOCK IN THIS YEAR S RATES* 


From Just $419 









NEWS QUIRKS by round sweet 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Wearing a ski mask and sunglasses, John 
Columbus Beane, 58, entered a pizza place in 
Sissonville, W.Va.. pointed a ,410 shotgun at 

register, Beane couldn't figure out how to open 
it. however, and left empty-handed. Later that 
night, he entered a sports bar just down the 
road, again showing a shotgun and 


the weapon from 


vsded 


A man barged into a motel room in Bradenton, 
Fla., pulled a black handgun from his waist- 
band and demanded "everything you got" 
from the two men inside. Police Capl, Warren 
Merriman said the men began to fight, the in- 
truder dropped his gun. and one of the victims 
pepper sprayed him in the lace. The 


Arab Shooting Championships in Kuwait, she 
received her gold medal while the public ad- 
dress system broadcast a spoof of Kazakhstan's 
national anthem from the 2006 movie Borat: 
Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit 
Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan. Instead of "Sky 

the audience heard "Kazakhstan's prostitutes 
cleanest in the region." Dmitrienko kept a 
straight face throughout the anthem but 
afterward cracked a smile. Her teammates, 
however, demanded an apology and that the 

they had downloaded the parody from the 
internet by mistake. They also got Serbia's 
anthem wrong. (BBC News) 

Facobook Justice 

in 2009, changed his nam 


1 went to wife No. 2’s page and saw . 
of her and her husband with a 
cake,” Pierce County, Wash., prosecul 
Lindquist said, adding that the first 


was offensive, a department official said the 
menu wouldn't be reprinted, but the entry was 
changed on the school's website to “krispy, 
krunchy chicken.” A parent who’d complained. 

1 "If they'r 


spell cc 


hould be 'CCC. m 






B-TV) 


admitted they weren't divorced 
her not to report him. Despite his protests, she 
promptly notified police, who charged O'Neill, 


.indqu 


people discover things about ca 
' up reporting that to low enfor* 


in 2001 , moved out 
to Alan L O'Neill 


the two men to sell him back 
his gun for $40. They pepper 
sprayed him in the face 
again, and he ran away. This 


Truancy Thwarted 

A Brazilian school system is 
spending $670,000 to pro- 
vide students with computer 
chips, to be embedded in 
school uniforms, that send 
a text message to the cell- 
phones of parents when their 


public schools, said nearly 
halfof the city's 43,000 public 
school students have started 


and begged Facebook’s : 


Orthographic Outrage 

When some parents objected to : 
menu in Methuen, Moss., that offcrt 
Chicken Tenders," the Methuen 

stood for "crispy. Crunchy chicken," 
C's swapped for K's 


Way to Go 

Justin Miller, 28, was killed while walking 
along a sidewalk in BeauforL S.C.. after being 
hit by a stolen fire truck. Firefigilers had re- 
sponded to an emergency call at an apartment 
complex, where authorities said Kalvin Hunt, 
26, stole the fire engine. He drove about two 
miles before hitting Miller, then careened off 

pinned inside the truck. After rescue workers 
freed him. he began assaulting two police offi- 
cers who tried to take him to die hospital with 




of them will be using them 1 

Leading the Witness 

Superior Court Judge David 
E. Barrett was presiding over 
a bond hearing for a sheriff s 


' FREE WILL ASTROLOGY av rob brezsnv = 


ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) 

ps 


k lease study this testimony: ‘Bom 
a rancid, bat-infested cave 
at the base of the smoldering 
Sangay Volcano, I was raised by the 
half-bear demon princess Arcastia. 

At the age of 4, my training as a ninja 
shaman began when I was left naked 
and alone next to a stream of burning 
lava with only two safety pins, a package 
of dental floss and a plastic bag full of 
Cheerios. My mission: to find my way to 
my spiritual home." Now, Aries, I'd like 
you to compose your own version of this 
declaration: a playful, over-the-top myth 
about your origins that gives you a greater appreciation for the 
heroic Journey you've been on all these years. 



VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): VI 


LIBRA (Sept. 22 
Wrlgley was Justs 


d that all TAURUS (A 




McCuHough if 


gest you try It out 1st 


al might become 
t of something yo 


SCORPIO icct 2 


Instinctively I urrhedn 


Ga.. when the female victim 
became evasive while giving 
testimony. The judge in- 

“killing her case" by being 
uncooperative, then pulled 
out his handgun an ' 


GEMINI (May 21-June 20): "I 


n. You may be pondering the sat 
ce of plain old everyday chaos, i 


Fiction Turns to Fact 

After Maria Dmitrienko 
won for Kazakhstan at the 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 


id, Scorpio, why 




to be content wlthprov 


id hypothetical 


’ ROB BREZSNYS EXPANDED WEEKLY . 


MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM 


te your perceptions 
R 1-877-873-4888 




TED RALL 


THE KILLING OF AN UNARMED TEENAGER 

IN FLORIDA, AFGHANISTAN IS PROMOTING 
ANGRY DEMANDS FOR THE ARREST OF 

THE VIGILANTE WHO SHOT HIM 

A SELF APPOINTED NEIGHBORHOOD 
WATCHMAN NOTICED TRAYVON MARTIN 
BECAUSE OF HIS CLOTHES, APPEARANCE 
AND LOCATION. THEN TARGETED HIM 

NOT ONLY DID THE COPS NOT i ~/ r 
ARREST THE KILLER, THEY’RE ON V 

HIS SIDE 1 r~ 

SIS 

CLAIMING TIE RIGHT -Q STAND MS 

GROUND AGAINST A PERCEIVED 
THEORETICAL *M»EAT TIE ATTACKEP 

ACTED WITHOUT FEAR OF ARREST 

ONCE AGAIN AN INNOCENT YOUNG MAN 
FALLS VICTIM TO RACIST PROFILERS WHO 
KILL WITH IMPUNITY, 


> : ^ 


0X011 T*» fc-v 
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REFORM: 

A BRIEF 
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Bill the Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 
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MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.24) NEWS QUIRKS & FREE WILLASTROLOGY (P.73) 
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THE BAGEL MARKET: 

$20 TOWARDS FOOD FOR ONLY $10! 

This classic bagel bakery offers bagels, sandwiches, wraps, 
soups and baked goods, including over 20 different bagel 
flavors and wide variety of cream cheese flavors! 



BOUNCE AROUND VT: 

$100 TOWARDS BOUNCY HOUSE RENTAL 
FOR ONLY $50 

Throw your kid the most extravagant event, and blow their minds 
with a bouncy house from Bounce Around VT! 


SEVEN DAYS 

Deais 



Seven Days delivers deep 
discountson concerts, plays 
and morel Between ticket deals, 
get local perks on shopping, 
services and dining. 


Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 
deals.sevendaysvt.com 






SEVEN DAYS 


pERSoNKiS 



For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 




GIVING IT AN HONEST GO 

buy a few ingredi ents from each, 
bought an end re recipe at all. Usually. 

be a better way, VtNurse 28 0 


LOVING UFE AT 61 



CURJoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles Including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 

iIMPOrISN! Noli 

We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 



PSYCHOSISHELLFCKER 


WEN Aafa^WSMEN 

ROMANTIC GENTLEMAN SEEKS UNIQUE 





SINGLE AND LOOKING 



OUTDOOR GUY ISO OUTDOOR GIRL 

I moved to VT a couple years ago and love it here. I hike, bike, 
kayak, camp, ski, snowshoe, and almost anything else that involves 
activity and being outdoors, hippiewithajob, 39, MEN SEEKING 
WOMEN 

If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life, it would be: 

pizza. Been there, done that- its sustainable. 




beneficial relationship. Pslam. SZ P 


AWESOMEOUDELOOKING4FUN 



5 


YOUNGER THE BETTER 

Tm a straight-up person. I won t kids 

finished high schoa looking to start 


COZY CABIN NEEDS GIRL 


I am an easygoing guy. I am shy when 
meeting new people. Going to clubs and 



camping, hiking rock and Ice climbing 
scuba diving. CablnLlfe 31 P 


MSrE RiSQUi? 

TURN THE PAGE . 




SEVEN DAYS 


§ 


£ 

s 


IFERSoNKS 


«fc 


W5ML1I 


SEXSEXSEX 


LL SOMETIMES 


For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


MEN 




MUCH-TO-LUV REDHEAD 


CURIOUS. BONDAGE, WILLING 


BANGAARANG! 


!nmg. Bangarang 25 


oINES 


SEEKING CROSS-DRESSING LESSONS. 


fit G& couple (MF/FF), e> 


KiNKoFINEWEEH: 


MEN 


CANT GET ENOUGH 

Can't get enough. Looking for some great oral, both giving 
and receiving. Would love to play with and spank your butt 
Love to see you in sexy clothing like lingerie or nylons and 
garters. If we can dream it, I know I'll enjoy it. nekman, 58 


FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: My biggest turn on is 

a woman in sexy attire to play with and undress. 


. having 




Looking for a guy with similar 


to do with me! talkdiitytome. 24. 0 



AGEO TO PERFECTION 



WHATS YOUR HOROSCOPE? 


CURIoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company. 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 

HV|P0rI 5NI Noli 

We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 


serious. Older guy wants to try younger 
gal If she can keep up. handy 121561 SO 




LOOKING FOR EXCITEMENT 

Outgoing personality, young at heart. 





ATTRACTIVE. FIT AND FUN 






COUPLE FOR COUPLE 



1Y HUSBAND 

i a fun night out W 











THE HEALTHY LIVING LEARNING CENTER AND BODY CARE DEPARTMENT TEAM UP 
TO BRING YOU A SALE AND A CLASS THAT GO HAND IN BEAUTIFUL HAND! 


Pharma Foodie: 

Foods for Healthy, Radiant Skin, Hair and Nails 

Friday, April 20 <h • 5:30pm - 8:OOpm 
Demo • $20 • pre-registration is required 

Pharma Foodie is an on-going series: a collaboration between Learning 
Center Chef-Instructor Nina Lesser-Goldsmith and Nutritionist and 
Integrative Dietician Kim Evans, and this night we’re happy to be sharing 
the class with Courtney Worthington, Healthy Living’s Body Care Buyer. 
When it comes to healthy skin, hair and nails, it’s not just what you put 
ON your skin, but also what you put IN your body that’s important. 
Courtney will feature products from 100 % Pure, a natural beauty line 
that is nutrient-dense and made mostly of fruits, fruit acids and fruit 
oils. Nina and Kim will discuss (and cook!) foods that support radiance 
and beauty. You’ll be trying some wonderful products and eating some 
fabulous foods. What a great way to spend an evening! 


■ Mixed Greens, Grilled Red Onions and Fresh Apple, 
with Honey-Rosemary Vinaigrette, Toasted Walnuts 
and Fresh Feta Cheese 

1 Crispy Kale Chips 

■ Seared Wild Salmon with Broccoli Rabe, Olive Oil, 
Lemon, Saba and Crushed Red Pepper 

• Grilled Asparagus with Shaved Parmesan, Lemon 
Zest and Lemon Pressed Olive Oil 

> Double Blueberry Tartlets with Vanilla Bean Custard 


100 % PURE - SELECT PRODUCTS ON SALE ALL APRIL 
100 % Pure is fruit-based body care with absolutely no 
petro chemicals, artificial fragrances or colors, 



synthetic chemicals or any other toxins. 


Acai Berry Antioxidant Facial Cream 

*2379 / 1.6 oz reg. *2799 


Brightening Cleanser 

*14 39 / 6 oz reg. *16-99 


Coconut Nourishing Body Cream 

*10.99 / 8 fl oz reg. *12.99 


To reserve your place or to see our complete class schedule, visit our website or call! 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON • 802.863.2569 HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM 8AM-9PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 








